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STAGE, 


From its Origin in GreECcE down 
We to the prefent T1ME. 
J orcre- Fora WITH THE fs LY aughl- 
MEMOIRS of moft of the principal 


, PERFORMERS that have appeared on the 
ENGLISH and IRISH STAGE 
for thefe laft Fifty Years. 


WITH 


Notes, Antient, Modern, Foreign, Domeftic, Se- 
rious, Comic, Moral, Merry, Hiftorical, and 
Geographical, containing many Theatrical Anec- 
dotes ; alfo feveral Pieces of Poetry, never before 


publifhed. 


Colleéted and Digefted by 
HE OR. OC. BT 


Twenty Years Prompter to his se efty’s Company 
‘of Comedians at the THEA TRE-ROYAL in 
Drury-Lane, London. 
oe All the Worla’s a Stage, 


And ev’ # Man and Woman, merely Actors. 
SHAKESPEAR,. 
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Davip GARRICK, 
esac, 

Joun Ricw, and 
THOMAS SHERIDAN, 


PATENTEES and MANAGERS 


Efquires, 


OF THE 
THEATRES-ROYAL 
IN 


Drury-Lane, CoventT-Garpen, and 
SMOCK-ALLEY. 


GENTLEMEN, 


O your Cenfures I commit the 
following Piece, fince you are all 

the proper Judges of my Tryal. If 1 
am condemned, I fhall receive: my 
Sentence without Murmuring ; and, if 
acquitted, with fincere Thanks: But as 
every Offender would find fome Pretence 
to mitigate his Crime, 1 will only put 
| a2 you 
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you in mind that I have march’d under 
all your Banners in many Winter Colds 
and Summer Heats, and given Proofs of 
my Conduc?, if not of my Courage, and 
have difciplin’d fome of your Troops, 
Tho my Enemies have beat me ta the 
Pit (as Brutus {aid), yet, thank Heaven! 
{ome few Friends have interpos’d, and 
prevented my falling in: There is a 
Confolation in Innocence that is our beft 
Shield. 

Iam bad at Compliments, but I wifh 
you all the Succefs your Merits deferve ; 


Copy the Roman Rofcius (tho? a Hea- 
1en) while you live; and, when you die, 


it may be faid of you as the noble Czcero? 
" ill: tee $ ¥ . F mr 
jaid of that celebrated Actor : 


2 Every Perfon may not know that Adarcus 
Tullius Cicero and Rofcius lived in the fame Cen- 
tury, and were Cotemporaries, though the Orator 
was much the younger, and was taught all that 
Energy in his Orations he was fo much famed for, 
by Kofcius. Tully furvived him many Years. He 
derived his Line from Tullius Appius King of 
the Volfi, and took his Name. from Cicer, a 
Ghich-pea (or as we call themin England, Vech), 
by having a Wart on his Forehead which refembled 
that Pulfe. Thefe great Men (Cicero and Rofcius) 
flourifhed about the Year of the World 3880. 60 
Years before the Birth of Chriff, . : 
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PEP TG AT L-O OWN: 


Qyis nofirum tam animo agrefti ae 
duro fuit, ut Rosci1 morte nuper non 
commoveretur @ gui, cum effet fenex 
moriuus, tamen propter excellentem ar- 
tem, ac venuftatem, videbatur omnino 
mort non debuiffe. 

‘© Which of us all would be fo unpo- 
lithed and obdurate, as not to be fen- 
** fibly moved with the Death of Ro- 
““sc1us? Who, tho’ dying in Old 
Age, yet his excellent Art, and fweet 
Manner of Deportment, influenced 
every one to wifh him immortal.” 
With this I end, and take Leave to 
fubfcribe miyfelf, 
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Your moft Obedient, 


Humble, and 


Refpeciful Servani, 


W.R. Cuetwoop. 
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PREFACE 


PREFACE is Part of the Habit to 
a Book, and no Author can appear full- 
dre{s’d without it : °Tis a Cockade to an Of- 
ficer, a Nofegay toa Lawyer, a Patch or a Fan 
to a fine Lady, or, a Ribband #o ber Lap-Dog. 

If I foould tell my Readers, 1 am prevailed 
upon with great Intreaties from my Friends to 
publifh this Piece, 1 foould embark with a Falf- 
hood (for it is my own Free-will, AG and Deed) s 
and I would willingly have my Readers believe I 
publify nought but Truth. My Cargo is genu- 
ine, and 1 have taken up but little on Credit. 

If the good Reader fhould find better Scraps 
of Rhyme than my own (which I prefume will 
not be over-difficult), I have given them di- 
ftinguifbing Marks, that there may be no Doubts 
on that Account. 

The numerous Notes I have {queezed in, are 
meant to divert ; if I lofe my Aim, I foall con- 
tent myfelf with confidering, I may be but one 
among ten thoufand that have been miftaken. 

I have unnumbered Thanks to many in this 
Kingdom, and in particular to a young Gentleman © 
whofe Good-nature has been indefatigable in my 
Intereft. The other a Gentleman eminent in the 

. Law, 
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Law, who bas made my Caufe his own, Ty 
Sives me great Concern I am not permitted pub- 
licly to own their unbounded Goodne/s and 
Generofity, fince fuch Sterling Friends are but 
Seldom met with by Wretches in Misfortune. 

Lam Unfortunate I own, but (as Orconoko 
Jays) not afhamed of being fo. J dear ail with 
Patience and Chearfulnefs ; which I Jind has 
occafion'’d the following Flight of Poetry from a 
Friend. I know Authors often write to them- 
Selves; yet P'Ul affure you, on my Veracity, it is 
not the Cafe,here; tho? I muft allow a little 
Vanity in my Compofition makes me willing to 
infert it. 


Integer vite, {celerifquepurus. Hor.Ode XXII. 


GAY, fair Content, lov’d Goddefs, fay, 
How fhall I find thy foft Retreat ; 
Where fhall I feek thy Halcyon Seat, 

Or trace thy facred Way.? 


Love pointed out a pleafing Scene, 
Wherenought but Beauty could be found, 
With Rofes and with Myrtles crown’d : 

And nam’d thee for its Queen, 


Delufion all! a fpecious Cheat ! 

At my Approach the Rofes fade ; 

I found each Fragrance quite decay’d, 
And curs’d the fond Deceit ! 
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At Courts I’ve fought, where Splendor fhone, 
Where Pomp and gilded Cars refide ; 
*Midft endlefs Hurry, endlefs Pride ; 

But there thou waft unknown. 


Yet in the Captive’s dreary Cell, 
Lodg’d with a long-experienc’d Sage 
(With thee, thou Curron of the Stage) 
The Goddefs deigns to dwell. 


Integrity, and Truth ferene, 
Have eas’d the Labours of the Breaft, 
And lull’d the peaceful Heart to reft, 
*Midft Perfidy and Pain. 


A Soul, like thine, difrob’d of Guile, 
In native Innocence elate ; 
Above the keeneft Rage of Fate, 
Can greet 17 with a Smile. 


I would wifh with Horace, 
Nec turpem fenectam 


Degere 
To pals declining Years without Reproach 3 


But that I findimpofible ; Falfhood and Fraud 
are the Produéts of the World, and grow fpon- 
taneous.  Butno more than this, I forgive ry 
Enemies, and fhall ever cherifo the Memory of 
my Friends. I mujt ask Pardon for naming 
Mr. Barrington inthis Theatre, and Mi/s Bel- 
lamy i Covent-Garden 5 the Goodne/s of then 
both have often eas’d an aching Heart. : 


General HISTORY 


OF THE 


> » AGE. 


HE SraceE 1s almoft as old as the 

facred Infpiration of the Mufe ; ad- 

mir’d, when at Nur/e, and even in 
its Infant Prattle, pleafing: Born in Greece, 
and nourifh’d at Athens. A merry Author 
fays, in a Prologue, 


Thefpis, 2he jirft Profeffor of our Art, 
At Country Wakes fung Ballads in aCart. 


And tho’ Bacchus is allowed to be the Father, 
yet all Nations, aatient and modern, efteem’d 

it to be a fober and inftruétive Entertainment. 
The early Stages were, indeed, no. more 
than native Turf, or Sod; and what was firft 
exhibited, of a Piece, fimple Paftoral Songs, 
fometimes mix’d with Scandal or Abufe, and, 
may be, home Truths; like the Terre Filius at 
Oxford, or the blazoning Peccadillos of two 
A. opponent 
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opponent Members fetting up for the fame 
Borough. Yet, from thefe Seeds of Satire, we 
owe a fuvenal, Perfeus, Horace, and Petro- 
nius, and, indeed, the whole Race of Fleroic, 
Epic, Dramatic, and Paftoral Poets and Po- 
etry; your Spondees and Daétyls, the Bufkin 
and Sock, the Laurel and Bays. 

From thefe Turf Stages, the Players, fuch 
as they were, mounted a Cart, or fome fuch 
Vehicle, and began to travel Bag and Baggage, 
perhaps like the Picture of the Itinerants in 
Scarron’s comical Romance. Hear\what Ho- 
race lays, in Latin: 7 


[gnotum Tragice genus inveniffe Camenze 
Dicitur, & plauftris vexiffe Poemata Thefpis : 
Que canerent agerentque perunGi fecibus ora. 
Poft bunc perfone palleque repertor honefa 
flichylus && modicis implevit pulpita Lignis s 
Lit docutt magnumqua loqui, nitique Cothurno.. 


But for fear fome People may underftand as 
little Latin as myfelf, take the Senfe in the 
following English, 


* Thelpis, the firft that did furprife the Age 
Vith Tragedy, née er trod a decent Stage; 

But in aWaggon drove his Plays about, 

And foew dean antickTricks to pleafe the Rout: 
Fis Songs uneven, rude, in ev'ry Part , 

flis Attors finutted, and the Stage a Cart. 


a The/pis, an early Poet and Player, born at Athens. 


4. Nexf: 


of thee STAGE. 
Nexé* HEfchylus did greater Art expre/s, 

He built a Stage, and taught them how to drefs ; 
In decent Motion be his Parts convey d, 

And made them look as great as thofe they play a. 
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The firft Theatre in Athens was built, by the 
Direétions of F/chylus, at the. public Charge. 
It was a wooden Pile, yet very fpacious. But 
at the Reprefentation of one of the Tragedies 
compos’d by “/chylus, according to Suidas, 
the Building gave way, by the monftrous 
Weight of 20000 Spectators, and many were 
kill?’d and maim’d. ‘To prevent fuch fatal Ac- 
cidents for the future, the City order’d one more 
magnificent to be erected, intirely built with 
Stone, capable of holding half the Inhabitants 
without the former Danger: Some Authors fay 
of Marble, furpaffing, in Elegance, the Temples 
of their Gods. It confifted of two Parts, the 
Scena, and Cavea: The Scena, that Part which 
form’d the Stage, and other Conveniencies be- 
longing to it; the upper Part for their Scenes 
and Machinery, which were generally flat Cur- 
tains, with all the Variety of Painting, let oc- 
cafionally down to vary the Profpect, and mae 


b ZEfchylus, a celebrated Greek Poet, an Athenian. 
There are feveral Greek Tragedies of his handed down 
to us, and, as Ca/zubou imagines, many more loft. By 
fome Authors he is fuppos’d to have been one of the Per- 
formers in his own Dramatic Pieces. ‘The learned 7/0- 
mas Stanley, Efq; of Hertfordfbire, has publifh’d this an- 
tient Author in Lats, with the original Greek on one 
Side, illuftrated with elaborate Notes, in Fo/ro. 
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nage the Machinery; as Lee intimates, in the 
Tragedy of Oedipus: 


O! that, as oft I have at Athens feen 
The Stage arife, and the big Clouds defcend. 


The Caveg was the Place where the Spe@ators 
were feated: The under Part of the Stage 
was form’d for raifing any thing particular for 
the different Performances, where were alfo 
placed the brazen Tubes for Thunder, and 
Utenfils for Lightning, and many other Con- 
veniencies, according to Grevius : 


With brazen Thunder, forked Lightning burl d, 
That blazing ftream’ d, to fright the mimic World. 


They had alfo different Thunder, for good or 
bad Omens, according to Atheneus : 


Aufpicious Omen rends the Womb of Night, 
And forked Lightning flafoes from the Right... 


And again, “ 
IN-Omen’d Lightning has the Welkin cleft, 
ind rolling Thunder bellows from the Left. 


It may well be afk’d by Numbers, If thefe 
Theatres were fo large and fpacious, what fort 
of Theatrical Performers muft thofe diftant 
Ages produce? They mutt either have Stentro- 
peon Voices, or their Auditors moft delicate 
auricular Faculties. No; in my Opinion the 
Senfes 


en 
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Senfes of Hearing and Seeing were much the 
fame asnow: But as tothe Voice, that, indeed, 
doubtlefs, wanted Affiitance; which to help, 
they had Coverings to the whole Head and 
Face, and over the Face a Ma/k, with a Mouth 
only, to ftrengthen the Sound of the Voice; 
in my poor Opinion, wretched Affiftance ! 
Where were the Eyes and Mulcles of the 
Countenance, to command, implore, exult, 
upbraid, confent, refufe, and all thofe different 


Paffions that agitate the Mind, wherein the, 


Eyes are the Index? Thefe Majks were made 
to cover the Head, as was faid before, adorn’d 
with Hair proper to the Character the Actor 
was to reprefent upon the Stage. Madam Da- 
cier has given an engrav’d Specimen of feveral 
Mafks us’d on the Roman Theatre, in her 
Tranflation of Terence, which fhe procur’d in 
an antient Manufcript of that Author’s Works. 
The Romans follow’d the Greeks in theirDrama ; 
fo, we may be affured,. thefe Helps came from 
Athens to Rome. But asthe Voice was to be mo- 
dell’d, fo was the Perfon; therefore the Cothur- 
nus, or Bu/kin, was invented, not like our mo- 
dern Greek or Roman Butkin, but an Elevation 
of Perfon, half a Yard, or fo, to emulate the 
Size of Immortals, or earthly Giants, and He- 
roes; like our waggifh Boys, appearing upon 
Stilts, But the Cothurnus was only made ufe 
of in Tragedy to ep ftately; for if they had 
hurry’d, they might have been in fome Danger 
_ of kiffing the Ground: Neither could they, I 
fuppofe, pay Homage to their Monarch, or 
A3 their 
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Miitrefs, tho’ perhaps, in thofe Days, 
Kneeling was neither a Mark of Submit 10n, 
or Adoration, at leaft among the Greeks. But 


thus are their Actors pictur ‘d out by pny Au- 
hors. Cornelius Nepos tells us,moft of the ea 


ormers on the Greciaz Theatres were the chief 
of the sy ie Perfons of great Learning and 
Dicniry sd? oet » OF aan pind Hiftorians; even 
K nes Gid not difdain to appear on the the- 
nian Stage. But, what is moft fur ‘prifing, thefe 
monitrous Piles of Bui! idings were fo contriv’ d, 

that two of thefe large Siibialls ve could:turn, 

join, and form an 4 phitheatre f tor the hunting 
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Cafaubon, in his Defc ripti on of the Splendor 
of Kome, fays, that Curio, a Romen Knight, to 
entertain the People aed two {pacious The- 
atres in fu at nner, Back to Back (if it may 
be fo term’d), fi ft for the fifiriones*, or Actors, 
to perform in th Morning ; in the Afternoon 
ney were mov’d, to meet each other, and form 
one tpacious Ampitheatre, where the Combats 
of Gladiators and W ‘ih Siades were perform’d, 
But when we confider the Greek and Reman 
Engines of War, the Turres ‘, a a whole 


Catalogue of others, the Wonder will ceafe. 
The 


© Hiftriones, or Actors, took their Name from Mifter, 
in this Tufcan I Language, a Player. 

d Turres Mobiles, or moving Towers of the Gr ‘eeks, are 
the fafne of thofe eo the Rama as, which they r Copi ied from 
them. They are ufed in befiegine the Wall s of a City, 
generally 150 Foot high, and 30 es iquare, containing 


many Rooms in Length, and Height, capable of holding 
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The Athenian Theatre was,beyond all doubr, 
the primal and eldeft Child of the Drama ; and, 
coniequently, muft have the earlieft of the Dra- 
matic Poets, and moftin Number. We have not 
many more of the Roman Dramatic Bards, 
after naming Seneca ° for Tragedy, and Plau- 
tus’, with Terence®, for Comedy, and this 
laft borrowed from the Greek of Menander. 
While, among the Grecians, we have this Me- 


a large Body of Soldiers, with Arms and other Engines, 
Ladders, Bridges to throw over the City-wall for the Sol- 
diers to enter the Town; and all this mighty Bulk put 
together in three Hours, as Growovins tells us, with 
Wheels that could move it forward or back by Men, to 
fhove, or draw, to prefs on, or retreat ; fome of the Sto- 
ries fill’d with Archers and Slingers, another with, Fire- 
balls, the reft with Spears and Darts, We. 

e The learned Sexeca was born at Cordova in Spain. 
This is not the Stoic Philofopher, whom, by his moral 
Writings, Hierome ranks among the Lift of facred 
Authors; tho’ both thefe great Men were born in Cor- 
dova. 

f Plautus was born in Umbria, in the Kingdom of 
Naples. Notwithftanding his Reputation as a Comic 
Poet,thro’ his extravagant Way of Living, he was, at laft, 
reduced to get his Subfiitence by turning a Baker's Hand- 
mill: A Memento for Poets, as well as Players. 

S Terence was born at Carthage, the Capital of Africa, 
that fo long contended with the Roman Republic. He 
ferv’d Terentius Lucanus, a Roman Knight, who recom- 
mended him to Scipio and Le/ius, ‘There are Six of his 
Comedies left us, but moft taken from the Greek of Me- 
nander, which makes the learned World regret the Lofs 
of that excellent Author. erence, after his great Suc- 
cefs in Rome, embark’d to vifit Athens, but was fwppos'd 

to perith at Sea; for he was never after heard of. 
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nander”, /Efchylus, Sophocles ', Luripides *, 
and riftophanes', the firft and lat for Co- 
medy, the other for Tragedy ; not forget- 
ing Lycopbron™. Therefore we may thank 
Athens “ for her Schools of Science and 

Arts, 


" Menander, a celebrated Greek Comic Poet. Suidas 
informs us, that he {quinted, and was an inordinate 
Lover of the Fa'r Sex. Plautus and Terence borrow’d as 
Much from this Author, as our modern Play-wrights 
from Corneille, Racine, Moliere, Renard, and many of the 
d'rench Tribe of Parnajjis. But whom has our Immortal 
Shakelpear pilfer’d from ? Why, not having the Fear of 
Heaven before his Eyes, he has facrilegioufly ftolen from 
that facred Goddefs, Nature, in all her Works. 

' Sophocles was a celebrated ‘Tragic Poet of Athens. 
He flourithed in the Year of the World 3520. before 
the Birth of Chri? 428. 

* Euripides wrote 75 Dramatic Pieces. Altho’ he 
was twice married, he was accounted a Woman-hater. 
Various are the Accounts of his Death: Some fay, he 
was torn to Pieces by Women; others, by the King of 
Macedon’sDogs. He was cotemporary with Sophocles. 

' Ariftophancs was born at Lindus, in the [land of 
Rhodis. He wrote'14 Comedies. He was cotemporary 
with Socrates, and in one of his Plays ridicules that great 
Philofopher. He flourifhed in the Year of the World 
B52 fa 

™ Lycophron, an eminent Tragic Poet, born at Cha/- 
cedon, a City of Bithynia in Afia Minor, and now call’d 
Chiutale by the Turks, in whofe Government it now re- 
mains. 

n Athens was built by Ceerops (as Helvieus informs us), 
a King of Egypt, in the Year of the World 2390. 64 
Years before the J/raelites went out of Egypt. It was 
obey’d by Kings, till 2812. of the World, when the 
Line of Monarchs ended with Cod-us> Archons then 
were conitituted in the Place of Regal Power, after the 


Reign 
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Arts, whofe flourifhing Branches by degrees 
fpread over the now learned World, as Horace 
writes in his Epiftle to dugujtus Cefar : 


Greecia capta ferum vitiorem cepit, &8 artes 
Intulit agrefti Latio. 


Greececonquer’d,did her Conquerors o’ercome,, 
Polifh’d the Rude, and fent her Arts to Rome. 
The 


Reign of 31 Kings; the Hero TAc/eus being the rrth 
of that Number, who nam’d ond City Athens. Thefe 
Archons, or joint Rulers, were nine in Number, and 
were generally Hereditary. Sc/on, the wife Lawgiver, 
was an Athenian, and form’d thofe wholfome Statutes 
from which they deriv’d their excellent Government. 
See the Exglib of the Greek of what he faid of himfelf, 


What Pow?r was fit, I did on all:beftow ; 

Nor raisd the Poor too high, nor prefs'd too low : 
The Rich, that rul’'d, and ev'ry Office bore, 
Confin'd by Laws, they could not prefs the Peor. 
Both Parties I fecur’d from lawle/s Might : 

So, none prevailed upon another's Right. 


Have we better Laws now? Thefe Archons for Life 
continued Governors till 3190. ‘They were then chang. 
ed for ten Years Rule only, till 3268. then it formed a 
dire€&t Republic, and, as Alcibiades {ays in the Play of 
Timon of Athens, 


One Tyxant is better than four Hundred ! 


Their home-bred Jars made them a Prey to the Ma- 
cedonians, and afterwards to the Romamns.- And tho’ fa- 
mous for War and Arms, yet Learning and Art, evenin 
theis Troubles, rais’d them to be the Arf in the Efteem, 
A 5 the’ 
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The Socci is no more than we fay in Eng> 
lifh (Sock), and ufed in Comedy only ; For 
Tragedy, with the Chorus, and Comedy, were 
a long time the Greek and Roman Entertain- 
ments. . The Chorus might, indeed, be term’d 
Interludes, tho” their Subftance were moftly 
relative to the Story, as Thoughts of the fore- 


tho’ they wore the Chains of Rome ; which fhall introduce 
the Words of the Oracle to the great Thefeus : 


Hear, 'Thefeus, Pitheus Daughter's Son, 
Hear what Jove for thee has done. 

in this great City thou haft made, 

He has, as ina Store-houfe, laid 

The fettled Periods and fixd Fates 

Of many Cities, mighty States. 

But know thou neither Fear nor Pain ; 
Solicit not th yfe Uf im Vain: 

For, like a Bladder that does bide 

The Fury of the angry Tide, 

Thou from high Waves unburt fhalt bound, 
Always tofs'd, but never drown’ d. Duke. 
Athens is now call’d Atheni by the Turks. There are 
computed 7000 Chriftians, and 2000 Turks, who com- 
mand the Town. The Aga refides in the Acropolis, or 
Caftle, built.upon a Rock, a Mile in Circumference ; 
within itis a Mo/gue, that, when Arhens flourifh’d, was 
the Temple of M:nerva, built of white Marble, 217 
foot in Length, and 100 in Breadth; and (as Wheeler 
fays) was one of the fineft Struétures in the World. Near 
it are fome of the Remains of the Theatre of Bacchus. 
The Area, and the Stage, are almoft fill’d with the rui- 
nous Marble Seats. Butit is plain to be difcover’d, 


_, that this T/eatre is much larger than the ‘Temple of 


Minerva, and built with white Marble. The Temple 
of the eight Winds, fome Remains of the Odcum, o¥ 
Mufic Theatre, Gc, may be fill diftinguifh’d. 
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going Subject of the Scene, by Standers-by, 
or Over-hearers. Yet thefe, by degrees, melted 
away, and Mimes or Pantomimes were inftituted 
intheir room. Some of our Exgli/h Authors 
have their Chorus after the antient Manner, 
viz. Shakefpear in his Henry V. and Winter's 
Tale; Milton in his Samfon Agoniftes ; Sandys 
in his Chrif??s Paffion ; and the late Duke of 
Buckingham in his two Tragedies from the 
Fulius Cefar of our Shakefpear, and others. 
Che Mimes and Pantomimes crept in, and 
fhov’d out thefe antient Chorus’s; fome were 
loofe and wanton Mimics, that the Roman 
Luxury too well lik’d; others were more de- 
cent, who by Aétion and Gefture could de- 
fcribe a Story without fpeaking, in all.its Va- 
riety of Paffions. One of thefe was fo excellent, 
that when a foreign Prince came to Rome in 
the Time of Nero the Tyrant, at his Depar- 
ture, he ask’d noothér Favour ofthe Emperor, 
but that Mime, whom he had feen perform, 
for this Reafon; that as he had many barba- 
rous Nations bordering round him, of different 
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Speech, this Man by his Action cola be ai 
eat Taterpr ea ee te eh eee 
xcellent Interpreter, whofe Meaning was lo 


well underftood without the Ufe of Speec 
Mimes and Pantomimes are generally the fame 
thing ; but to tranflate them Buffoons (as Coo- 
per in his Dictionary) is fomething too low a 
Meaning. 1 fhall leave the Antients to reft 
quietly in their Graves. 

The Drama in England, and all over £u- 
rope, began as meanly as its firft Original in 
A 6 Greece 
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Greece or Rome, and our Poetry as crude. The 
firft Play, at leaft that has appeared in Print, 
was with this Title, Gammer Gurion’s Needle, a 
Comedy, acted at Chrift’s-College, Cambridge. 
Writ by Mr. S. Mafter of Arts. And an art- 
ful Piece it is. Gammer Gurtou has loft her 
Needle, and truly great Hunt is made aboutit ; 
her Boy is fent to blow the Embers in order 
to light a Candle to help the Search. The 
damn’d Witch of a Cat is got in the Chim- 
ney, with her two fiery Eyes. The Boy cries, 
St is the Devil of a Fire; for when he puffs, it’s 
out ; and when he doesnot, it’s in. Stir zt! cries 
Gammer Gurton. The Boy does as he’s bid. 
The Fire, or rather the Cat, flies among a Pile 
of Wood ; the Boy cries, Te Houfe will be 
burnt! All Handsto work. The Catis difco- 
ver d bya Prieft (having a little more Cunning 
than the reft). This is the Epifode. The main 
Plot and Cataftrophe are full as good. Gammer 
Gurton,it feems,had the Day before been mend- 
ing her Man Hodge’s Breeches. Now Hodge 
in fome Game of Merriment was to be pu- 
nifh’d by three Slaps on the Bum, by the 
brawny open Hand of one of his Fellow 
Bumpkins. His Head is laid down in Gam- 
mer Gurton’s Lap; the firft Slap is given — 
Hedge, with great Exclamation, bellows out, 
Ob ! He declares his Grief! and fearching for 
the Caufe of his Pan—O, happy! the Needle 
was found bury’d up to the Eye in the Pofterior 
of poor Hodge! It was pull’d out with great Re- 
joicing: 
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joicing by all but the Delinquent, who exprefs’d 
jome Pain ; and fo ends this excellent Comedy. 

But Time has polifh’dthis Rudenefs,and true 
Englifo Tragedy and Comedy is allow’d to ftand 
in the utmoft Perfection. Yet Bunglers will 
ftill be dabbling. Every polite Nation delights 
in the Drama. The heavy Dutch have Plays 
in their own Language, but they are generally 
plann’d from the Old Teftament. I had a De- 
{cription of one given me, from an Engli/b 
Spectator. It was the Story of Abraham fa- 
crificing his Son J/aac. But Abraham was 
arm’d with a Guz inftead of a facrificing Knife. 
The Angel, to prevent the Gun from firing, 
fprinkled fome warm Water, a Diftillation of 
its own making. The Ram in the Brake 
(which was reprefented by Boughs of Laurel) 
was a plump fat Dutchman (marry’d I fuppofe) 
with fair brow-fpread Antlers on his Head, 
fix’ d very artificially ; and all the Decorations 
were of a Piece. But they have a handfome 
regular Theatre at the Hague, occupy’d by a 
French Troop of Comedians. Even the diftant 
Chinefe have very fine Theatres. I faw, in my 
Youth, a Chinefe Performance at Canton,where 
the Scenes, Machines, and Habits, were fur- 
prifing and magnificent ; but not underftand- 
ing the Language, ¢be Glare growing familiar, 
as Addifow fays by Beauty, 


Faded on the Eye, and pall’d upon the Senje. 
Du Halde in his Hiftory of Ching has tranfla- 
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ted into French feveral of the Chinefe Drama- 
tic Authors ; but they feem plann’d moftly a- 
like — A Prince fecreted in his Youth by an 
evil Minifter, and counterplotted by a good 
one: The Child at laft brought from its Ob- 
{curity, marry’d to a great Princefs, and begins 
his happy Reign. But thefe illuftrious Ladies 
have but little to fay for themfelves, no more 
than the loft Daughters in the Comedies of Te- 
rence, found again by the Parents, and mar- 
ry’d to theSon ofa Friend. Tavernier in his 
Travels to the Ea/t-Indies informs us, that 
Theatres have been many Ages the Diverfion 
of the Chine/e, and more magnificent than thofe 
of Europe. He relates a long Defcription of 
them ; and the more to illuftrate that Account, 
gives you the Plan and Piéfure of one en- 
erav’d, with the Scezes and Machines. The 
People of America had their Theatre, accord- 
ing to Acofta*.. But what need we travel fo far 

from 


4 Acofta, the Spaniard, that wrote the Hiftory of the 
Weft-Indies before Cortez had conquer'd it, Yays, the 
Amantas, or Indian Philofophers, were alfo Poets, and 
invented Comedies and Tragedies, which were aéted on 
their Feftivals before the King, the Royal Family, and 
the Court; the Aétors being the Noblemen and great 
Officers of the Army. The Subject of their Tragedies 
were the Victories and great Actions of their Anceitors, 
which feem’d to be the beft Means they had of preferv- 
ing the Memory of what was paft. In their Comedies, 
their Hufbandry, their Houthold Affairs and Commerce 
were reprefented, and the moft remarkable Follies in 
Life expos’d. The Poets taught them what they had 
to fay, not by Writing, but by Memory ; for Orthogra- 
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from Home? ’Tis Time to come back to our 
own Country, with thisObfervation, that po- 
lite Nations allow the Theatre a wife and 
inftructive Amufement. Even the Apoftles did 
not difapprove of Plays,and nodoubtread thems 
for St. Paul, in his Firft Epiftle to the Cori- 
thians,quotes Menander the Greek Comic Poet, 
and fets down his own Phrafe in his own 
Words, xvth Chapter, 33d Verfe, Be not de- 
ceiv’d—Evil Communicationcorrupts good Man- 
ners. Arts, Sciences, and even Trade, gene- 
rally flourifh with the Theatre, and, I think, 
Religion and Politenefs, and why may not the 
Drama be a great Mark of a civiltz’d Nation ? 
The Greeks and Romans were in their higheft 
Glory when the Stage flourifh’d. I need not 
fay, that the Theatre in England came in with 
the Reformation, and the long-reign’d Queen 
Elizabeth, whofe great Learning not only made 
her give it Encouragement, but Sir Roger 
Naunton tells us, that great Queen tranflated 
one of the Tragedies of Euripides from the 


phy was not known among the Jndiazs till after the 
Conquett. 

According to Lopex de Vega, the Chriftian Religion 
was propagated among the Americans by the Theatre. 
Read in his own Words what he writes upon the Sub- 
ject : ‘© Every Part of Gofpel-hiftory is thrown into a 
‘« Play, and the Indians are the Actors (inflruéted by 
« the Fe/uits) ; one acts our Saviour, another St. Pe- 
‘© ter, a third Pontius Pilate, a fourth Judas, and fo on. 
This they look upon as the readieft Way of inftruct- 
ing the vulgar Indians in the Chriftian Religion, and 
to fix the Sacred Hiftory of it in their Memories.” 
original 


a 
”" nw 


rea 
[oN 


| 


67 eS 
IOC aa Ss ve 
pe M : ; 


a 


te 


ov 


eS 


16 A Genral HISTORY 


original Greek for her own Amufement. Our 
immortal Shake/pear met Reward from that 
illuftrious Princefs, and her Influence brought 
forth his inimitableGenius to that high Luftre, 
where it will fhine unrival’d to after Ages, 
never once clouded but in the Time of Fa- 
naticiifm, and drear Darknefs of Canting and 
Hypocrify. France was poring in the thick 
Mift, till Hardy their firft Poet fhewed Dra- 
matic Light ; then all Branches of Learning 
began to fhine, and {pread their Luftre, im- 
prov’d their Arts and Arms, and warm’d 
their wide-fpreading Nation. to:Glory,. when 
Conqueft waited on their Monarch, and Vic- 
tory cover’d him with Laurels, till check’d by 
the Britifh Lion. Ambition in great Minds 
ftands rank’d in the Line of Virtue ; but I 
think to bound it is more truly a Virtue, as 
{fweet-tongu’d Waller writes : 


If the fuccefsful Troublers of Mankind. 

With Laurel crown'd, fo great Applaufe do find ; 
Shall the vex’d World lefs Honour yield to thofe, 
That fiop their Progre/s, and their Rage oppole ? 
Next to that Pow’r which does the Ocean awe, 
Is to fet Bounds, and give Ambition Law. 


But let me fet Bounds to myfelf. 

As the Stage flourifh’d in the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth and King Fames the Firft, with fuch 
excellent Dramatic Poets, viz. Shake/pear, Ben 
Fobnfon, Maffenger, and many others, we may 
be well affur'd the .4éors did not fall much 
fhort 
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thort of the Writers. Nature is the fame in 
every Age. Taylor, Burbidge, Lowen, Hem- 
mings, Condel, Allen, Majon, Field, Tarlton, 
and others that performed in the Plays of 
Shakefpear, Fohnfon, &c. have their public 
Praifes in feveral cotemporary Authors.. Mr. 
Marlow in his Preface to the Jew of Malta (a 
Play ated before King Charles the Firlt and his 
Queen, at Whitehall, in the Y ear 1633.) writes, 
“© that Mr. Ma/onand Mr. Taylor perform’d 
‘© their Parts with that Excellence, that it was 
<¢ beyond conceiving.’ Sir Richard Baker in 
hisChronicles of England, at the latter End of 
Queen Elizabeth, after giving an Account of 
the eminent Perfons in that Reign, writes thus 
of three Actors: ‘ Excellency in the meanett 
«© Things deferves Remembrance. Richard 
“© Burbidge, and Edward Allen, two fuch Ac- 
“* tors, as no Age muft ever look to fee the 
“ jike: And, to make their Comedies com- 
“¢ plete, Richard Tarlton, for the Clown’s Part, 
¢ never had his Match, nor never will have.” 
What this Writer calls the C/ow’s Part, were 
fuch as Launcelot in the Merchant of Venice, 
Touchftone in As you like it, the Fool in King 
Lear, and Parts of the Kind, which required 
Perfons of infinite Humour. | 

Mr. Thomas Heywood was not only an exce}- 
lent Actor, but avery great Author, and Dra- 
matic Poet. I have read all his Works that 
are extant, and in my poor Judgment he may 
be accounted the firft of the fecond-rank’d 
Poets in the Reigns of Queen Elizabeth and 
King 
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King Yames the Firit. I donot think jt will 
oD 


difpleafe the Reader, to give him a Catalogue 
of his great Labours. 


1. Rob 
1601. 


2. Robert Ear] of Huntingdon’ sDeath, 1601. 
Thefe two Pieces are the Hittory of Robin Hood. 

3. The Golden Age, 1611. 

4. The Silver Age, 161 3, 


a POY 5 a p 
5. The Brazen Age, 1612. 
Fee 3 17> } ee re wf 
6. 4 Woman kill’d with Kindnefs, 1617. 

$ : 2 f 
7. If you know not me, Jou know no-body. 
r 4 . f 


1¢ Fuiltory of Queen Elizabeth, -with 
sab: , 


ert Earl of Huntingdon’ s Downfal, 


that great Queen in the Front, and 


the Spanifh Armada deftroy’d by her Majefty’s 


8. Tbe Royal King, and Loyal Subjet, 162. 
9. Lhe fair Maid of the Weft ; or, a Girl 
ad. Firft Part, 1691, 


_> 


10, Lhe fair Maid. Second Part. 16 37. 
11. The Duche/s of Suffolk, 
P20 @) 


. Lhe Tron Age, Firtt Part. 1632. 
13. The Iron Age. Second Par 


t. 16326 
14. Te Englith Fraveller, 1633. 
15. 4 Maidenhead well loft, 1634. 


16. The four London “Prentices, wih the 
17. 4 Challenge for Beauty, 1636. 

18. fair Maid of the Exchange, 1637. 
19. The wife Woman of Hogfdon, 1638. 
20. The Rape of Lucretia, 1638. 

21. Love's Miftre/s, 1640, 

22. Fortune 
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22. Fortune by Land and Sea, 1655. 

23. Lancafbire Witches. The Date of this 
Play was wanting. 

24. Edward the Fourth. -In'Two Parts. 
The late Mr. Bowman informed me, he was 
very well affured by Mr. Cleveland, a Poet of 
the laft Age, this double Play was performed 
on two fucceeding Nights, and had a very 
ereat Run (a Theatrical Term). 


Several modern Authors have borrow’d from 
Mr. Heywood. I fhall only mention two; 
Shadwell in his Lancafbire Witches, and Field- 
ing in his Intriguing Chamber-Maid, from the 
Englifo Traveller; or rather Renarde the 
Frenchman tranflated it into French from the 
Englifo, and our Englifo Privateer retook it 
back again. Though it is very poffible, all 
three might have an Eye upon the Moftella- 
ria of Plautus. But this is failing a little out 
of my Latitude. Yet we may be very well 
affured, this Poet muft be in great Reputa- 
tion, by the Number and Succefs of his Dra- 
matic Works, when Skakefpear and Fletcher 
were the reigning Monarchs of the Stage, not 
forgetting Ben Fobufon and Maffenger. And 
I repeat it heré again, the Stage Performers 
mutt certainly be great in thofe Times, fince 
few of our Poets have out-fhone thofe that 
went before them, more efpecially Shake/pear 
and Yobnfon. ‘This laft had no other Epitaph 
than O rare Ben Jounson! and Burbidge, 
the Tragedian, by way of Eftimation, Exz 

| Bur- 
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Bursipce. Mr. Richard Allen, another 
great Actor, founded and endowed a College ” 
at Dulwich in Surry, at his own private Ex- 
pence, 


We 
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his College was firft defigned for the Relief and 
Support of fix Men, fix Women, with fix Children, - 
Perions thro’ Indigence, Misfortunes, or old Age, be- 
longing to the Theatres of Loxdox. But, when the 
Building was going forward, Mr. A//en having left off 
acting, he recommended a Door-keeper to his quondam 
Brother A€tors ; they abfolutely refufed him that finall 
Favour, which fo enraged him, that he turned his 
Bounty another Way. Both Parties, perhaps, to blame; 
but, I believe, few cenfured him out of the Theatres at 
that Time. He afterwards increafed the Number of 
Children to twelve, from the Age of five Years, to be 
taught and maintained till 14 or 15. We may imagine 
the Founder no very great Friend to Matrimony, fince 
he left Dire&tions, that the Governor fhould continue a 
Batchelor, and one of his own Name ; and to give place 
to another 4//en, fhould he once change his Condition. 
The College is a noble Building, with a very handfome 
Chapel, the Altar-piece elegantly painted, with a well- 
ton’d Organ; and it is the Duty of the Organift to 
teach the Children to fing the proper Services of the 
Church. The decent Decorum is admired by all. There 
is alfo an elegant Pleafure-Garden, with a ufeful Orchard 
and Kitchen-Garden, all well-ftock’d with the beft 
Fruits, &3c. Fifh-ponds, that yield large Quantities of 
Carp, Tench, Perch, and Eels. And, much to the 
Credit of the Managers of this Charity, the original 
Effate left by the Founder is more than trebled in Va- 
Jue, and they have Money in their Treafury ready for 
another Purchafe. I fhall end this Account with what 
Sir Richard Baker writes in his Chronicle of England, 
where he clofes the Reign of King Fames the Firft : 
** About this Time (1624.) Edward Allen, of Dulwich 
6é in 
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We have had great Generals, knowing Ad- 
mirals, worthy Difcoverers of new Worlds, 
as well as illuftrious Poets, in the two lait 
Ages; and why may not their cotemporary 
Theatrical Performers be as great in their 
Way? An Author, who wrote about Forty 
Years paft, fpeaks thus of Mr. Betterion: 
‘© In the Tragedy of Hamlet Prince of Den- 
‘© mark, Mr. Betterton performed the Part of 
‘ young Hamlet. Sir William Davenant * 
“© having 


‘ in Surry, founded a fair Hofpital at Du/avich, for fix 
“ poor Men, fix poor Women, and twelve poor Chil- 
‘ dren from the Age of four to fix Years, to be there 
‘© maintained and taught till the Age of Fourteen or 
« Sixteen, and to have a Schoolmafter, with Diet, and 
«© 4 convenient Stipend. ‘This Man may be an Exam- 
« ple, who, having gotten his Wealth by Stage-play- 
“ ing, converted it to this pious Ufe; not without a 

« kind of Reputation to the Society of Stage-Players.” 
q Sir William Davenant was, by many, fuppofed the 
natural Son of Shakefpear. He fucceeded Ben fohnfon 
as Poet-Laureat in 1637. and obtained a Patent for a 
Company of Comedians from King Charles, and was 
knighted by that Monarch. He was accounted a great 
Poet, in feveral Branches of that Science: His Poem of 
Gondibert is efteemed a noble Poem, which he wrote in 
France during his Exile with King Charles the Second, 
His Works are printed in Folio 1673, which contains 
17 Dramatic Pieces, befides his Poems, with his Head 
crowned with Laurel. 'The Features feem to refemble 
the open Countenance of Shakefpear, but the want of a 
Nofe gives an odd Caft to the Face. I fhall not inquire 
how he came Nofelefs, yet give you a ftale Jeft upon 
the Occafion. Sir William walking by Temple-Bar, a 
Fifhmonger’s Boy, in watering his Fifh upon the Stall, 
befprinkled the Lawreat; who, fnuffling, loudly com- 
plained 
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“¢ having feen Mr. Taylor, of the Black- Friers 
¢ Playhoufe, act this Part (who was inftructed 
<¢ by the Author Shake/pear), remembred him 
“* fo well, that he taught Mr. Befterton, in 
“* every Article ; which, by his exaét Per- 
“* formance, gained the Actor Efteem and 
‘¢ Reputation fuperlative to all the other 
‘¢ Players.’ This Account makes it plain 
TYaylor mult be very great in the Part, fince 
Betterton, his Imitator, performed it fo well. 
And Betterton, in the Memory of many, was 


plained of the Abufe, The Mafter begged the Knight's 
Pardon, and was for chaftifing his Servant with fome 
Expottulations, as well as a Cudgel. Zounds, Sir, cry’d 
the Boy, it’s very hard I muft be corredted for my Clean- 
line{s ; the Gentleman blew his Nofe upon my Fifo, and I 
was wafhing it off, that’s all. The Jett pleafed Sir Wil- 
liam {o well, that he gave him a Piece of Money, and 
went away highly delighted. Since I have given you 
one old Jeft upon the Nofe of Sir Wiliam, Vl venture 
to throw inanother. As hewaswalking along the Mews, 
an importunate Beggar-woman teiz’d him for Charity, 
with often repeating, Heaven blefs your Eye-fight ! God 
preserve your Worfhip’s Eye fight—Why, what's the Mat- 
ter with my Eye-fight, Woman? reply’d Sir William, I 
Jind no Defed there. Ah! good Sir, I wih you never 
may, return’d the Beggar 3 for /hould your Sight ever fail 
you, you muft borrow a Nofe of your Neighbour to hang 
your Spectacles on. His Play of the Law acainft Lovers 
is Shakefpear’s Meafure for Meafure, with a very little 
Alteration, and as /’tr/e for the better. Sir Wiliam was 
the Contriver of painted Scenes in our Engi ‘Theatres, 
as well as one of the firft Introducers of finging Operas. 
There is a Work of this Kind, whofe Title runs thus - 
** "The Cruelty of the Spaniards in Peru, exprefled by 
“« Inftrumental and Vocal Mufic, and by Art of Per- 
“* fpective in Scenes, at the Coc4-Pit in Drury- Lane, at 
‘* three in the-Afternoon, 1658.” 


efteemed 
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e{teemed the greateft ACtor of his Time. Rea 
what the great Addifon writes of him, who 
may. be allowed a Judge of the Drama, as 
well.as. the Performers. 

“¢ Such an Actor as Mr. Betéerton ought to 
«¢ be recorded with the fame Refpect as Ro- 
“¢ fetus among the Romans. The greateft 
** Orator (Tully) has thought fit to quote his 
«< Judgment, and celebrate his Life. Rofcius 
«© was the Example to all that would form 
“* themfelves. into proper and winning Beha- 
** viour: His. Action was fo well adapted to 
«¢ the Sentiments he expreffed, that the Youth 
*¢ of Rome thought they wanted only to be 
*¢ virtuous tobe as graceful in their Appearance 
‘* as Ro/cius, Vhe Imagination took a lovely 
*¢ Impreffion of what was great and good ; and 
** they who never thought of fetting up for 
“¢ the Art of Imitation, became themfelves 
€¢ inimitable Characters. ‘There is no human 
‘¢ Invention fo aptly calculated for the form- 
‘¢ ing a free-born People, as that of a Theatre. 
‘© Tully reports, that the celebrated Rofcius 
** ufed frequently to fay, the Perfection of an 
‘* Aéior is, only to become what he is doing. 
*¢ | have-hardly a Notion, that any Performer 
“© of Antiquity could furpafs the Action of 
“¢ Mr. Betterton, in any of the Occafions in 
‘* which he has appeared on our Stage. The 
‘¢ wonderful Agony which he appeared in, 
‘« when he examined the Circumftance of the 
‘¢ Handkerchief in the Part of Otbe/le; the 
‘© Mixture of Love that intrudes upon his 
“© Mind 
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Mindupon the innocent Anfwers De/demona 
makes; betrayed in his Gefture fuch a Va- 
riety, and Viciffitude of Paffion, as would 
admonifh a Man to be afraid of his own 
Heart, and perfectly convince him, it is to 
ftab it, to admit that worft of Daggers, 
Fealoufy. Whoever reads in his Clofet this 
admirable Scene will find, that he cannot 
(except he has as warm an Imagination as 
Shakefpear himfelf) find any but dry, in- 
coherent, and broken Sentences. But a 
Reader, that has feen Betterton act it, ob- 
ferves there could not -be a Word added ; 
that longer Speeches had been unnatural, 
nay, impoffible, in Othel/o’s Circumftances. 
Mr. Rymer, the greateft Critic of the Age. 
he lived in, in his Differtation on Tragedy, 
{peaks thus on Mr. Hart : 

*« The Eyes of the Audience are prepof- 
feffed and charmed by his Action, before 
ought of the Poet can approach their Ears ; 
and, to the moft wretched of Characters, 
Hart gives a Luftre which dazzles the Sight, 
that the Deformities of the Poet cannot be 
perceived.” 

Now, after the Opinions of two fuch emi- 


nent Judges, why may we not fuppofe there 
were as great Stage Performers in Times patt, 
as the prefent, without leffening the Merit of 
thofe that furvive? If, in my fimple Judg- 
ment, I allow the prefent equal to the paft, I 
cannot allow that they exceed them, no more, 
perhaps, than the next Race of Theatrical Per- 
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formers will excel many that now grace the 
Stage. Excellency, in this Science, does not 
always run in the Blood, or, like Eftates, fol- 
low hereditary. They muft be born ors, 
as well as Poets and Painters: Yet there are 
many Dabblers in all three ; but, alas! how 
few come to Perfection ! We very rarely fee 
Brothers or Sifters, Sons or Daughters, or any 
of the relative Line (though they fometimes 
take up the Calling, becaufe one of the Race 
flourifhes in the Theatrical Field) fucceed in 
their Attempts. A Monarch may give Rib- 
bands, Titles of Honour, or add to his Peers, 
but no Power but that immortal Goddefs Na- 
ture can form a perfect Actor : Yet fome even 
of thefe forget their Inftructrefs, and Faults 
invade them to fully their Perfections. Every 
Performer on the Stage ought to take Virtue 
for his Guide. Precepts from the Pulpit will 
not have all their Efficacy from a Montior 
without Mora/s. A Difcourfe on Sobriety, 
on a Sunday, would lofe fomething of its In- 
tention from an Orator known to bafte the 
Bottle about all the paft Saturday Evening tll 
the Noon of Night, as Shakefpear fays. The 
Blind may hear, the Dumb and Deaf fee, but 
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every Senfe mutt be perfect to inftruct, and be 
inftructed. Performers, of both Sexes, ought 
to imitate thofe virtuous Characters they re- 
prefent upon the Stage; the Dignity of the 
Theatre, then, might emulate that of Azbens. 
*Tis not the Bufinefs brings Scandal to the 
Performers, if they will take care to avoid 
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drawing it upon themfelves. I have known 
the Managers of Drury-Lane, and many of 
the reft of the Fraternity, meet Regard, and 
even Refpect, from Perfons of the firft Rank, 
from their proper Behaviour; and J am con- 
vinced every one, with the like Condué, 
would meet with the like Treatment from 
People of Senfe and good Breeding ; but the 
Two-lege’d Brutes of the Creation will be 
ever incorrigible: A decent Drefs will become 
their Station ; but Pride ought to be as far di- 
{tant from them, as the licenfed Inftructors of 
Divine Inftitution: For if Theatrical Perform- 
ers are Servants to the Public (as an eminent 
Actor publicly declared), they fhould never 
attempt to out-drefs their Mafters. Veluti in 
Speculum (behold as in a Glafs), the Motto 
over the Front of Drury-Lane Theatre, will 
ferve both Auditors and Actors; and, I think, 
carries a more inftruétive Meaning than the 
other, of Vivitur Ingenio (we live by Wit), 
which only relates to the Stage. A bad Painter 
is feldom copy’d, and Excellence is only worth 
Imitation; Drefs beyond Station 1s Pride, and 
Pride very often brings Self-punifhment. I 
have known Fidlers and Dancing-mafters wear 
Jac’d Cloaths, but they feldom improv’d any 
thing but the Taylor’s Bill, and as much 
lag! dat as the Batoon I have often feen in 

a lac’d Coat and a Bag-wig in the Parade at 
Bar tholomew-Fair———Yet I have feen- gold 
Fringe on filk Vefts, with white filk Stockens, 
worn by the Dancers on the Ropes at Sadlers- 
Wells, 
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Wells, that have bow’d and {crap’d in that 
rich Drefs, picking up Halfpence thrown down 
by Coblers and Link-Boys. Such Sights put 
me in mind of the painted Egos * of Mu/covy, 
they don’t relifh the better for their Colour- 
ing, and gaudy Outfides. Even Rofcius a- 
mong the Romans (though the Actors did not 
keep up their Reputations equal to thofe of 
Athens) was mark’d out as a Pattern for the 
Youth of Rome to follow in Decency of Drefs, 
and Morals. Tully fays, Cum artifex ejufmodi 
Sit, ut folus dignus videatur effe, qui in [cena 
Jpectetur , tum vir ejufmodi eft, ut folus dignus 
videatur qui eo non accedat. ——* So excel- 
** Jent an Artift, that he feem’d the only Per- 
*¢ fon to adorn the Stage ; and yet, in all other 
refpects, fo complete in every Grace and 
Virtue, that he feem’d the only Perfon that 
fhould not take up with fuch a Profeffion.” 
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* It is the Cuftom of the Mufcovites at Chriftmas, 
Laficr, and many other flated Fettivals, to fend, as a 
friendly Prefent to their Acquaintance and Relations, 
painted Eggs, generally embellifh’d with Flowers curi- 
oufly drawn, Fruits, &’c. that are very often fo expen- 
five, that the Money laid out for the painting of one 
would purchafe a hundred, as fimple Nature produc’d 
them, and are of no farther Ufe than to be look’d upon, 
This Cuftom is kept up chiefly in the Holidays of Chrif- 
mas, in Commemoration of the Eafera wife Men, ied 
by the Star to vifit our Redeemer in the Manger at Berh 


‘chem, where they made their Prefents to the Divine In- 
fant. Thefe Eggs are fometimes eaten in thofe Days 


ordained, where Fleth is forbidden, but not ti!l the oun 
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is fet, or, if no Sun appears, not till Candle-light. 
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Moral Virtue, and a decent Behaviour, will 
gain Efteem from People of every Rank, will 
add Weight to the Characters they reprefent, 
and even may atone for want of Excellency. 

Leffons for the Stage may be convey’d, in 
one refpect, ftronger than from the Pulpit, if 
the Audience were attentive as they fhould be 
at Church: For a Play well wrote, and well 

erform’d, where Virtue fuffers, or meets its 
juft Reward, muft have ftrong Force upon the 
Mind, where the Eye is fuppos’d to view the 
very Perfons in the'realCircumftances of Hitto- 
ry. What then will add to this Imagination ?. 
Why, the Performers to be as blamelefs as hu- 
man Nature will allow. I remember a virtuous 
Atrefs (or one reputed fo) repeating two Lines 
in King Lear, at her Exit in the Third Act, 


Arm’ d in my Virgin Innocence I’ fly, 
My Royal Father to relieve, or die, 


receive a Plaudit from the Audience, more as 
a Reward for her reputable Character, than, 
perhaps, her Acting claim’d ; when a different 
Aéérefs in the fame Part, more fam’d for her 
Stage-Performance than the other, at the 
Words Virgin Innocence, has created a Hortfe- 
laugh (no Reflection on the Audience, fince a 
Theatrical Term), and the Scene of generous 
Pity and Compaffion at the Clofe turn’d to Ri-_ 
dicule. Here the Audience are difconcerted, 
and the Reality. of the Subjeét before them 
Jofes much of its Force, with the Imagination 
debilitated, 
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debilitated, if not turn’d another Way. On 
the other hand, indeed, if a Perfon who acts 
Jago, be fufpected to wear a Heart that way 
inclin’d, he appears ftronger in ¢hat Character, 
and meets with an Applaufe that condemns 
him. We may find, by thefe Examples, Vir- 
tue is of fome Ufe upon the Stage, and would 
be more fo, if more practis’d. To give In- 
ftructions to an Actor, is a very difficult Tafk 5 
for if much is wanting, it is not worth while to 
give any. A rough Diamond may be polifh’d, 
but few Pebbles are worth cutting, After ma- 
ny Requifites for the Stage, bad Action will 
even caufe a good Figure to appear aukward ; 
and tho’ there may be Rules for Action, yet 
Nature is the beft Teacher; and if an Actor 
of good Underftanding is truly poffeffed with 
his Character, the true A¢tion. will involunta- 
rily occur. [remember Mrs. Porter, to whom 
Nature had been niggard in Voice and Face, 
fo great in many Parts, as Lady Macdeth, 
Alicia in Fane Shore, Hermione in the Diftreft 
Mother, and many Parts of the Kind, that her 
jut Action, Eloquence of Look and Gefture, 
mov’d Aftonifhment! and yet I have heard 
her declare, fhe left the Action to the Poffef- 
fion of the Sentiments in the Part fhe per- 
form’d. I have known fome tolerable Actors, 
as to Countenance and Elocution, that have 
mortify’d both by the Badnefs of Action, 
more efpecially the proper Ufe of their Hands: 
Had they worn each in a Scarf, they had been 
much more tolerable, .as it is the moft expref- 
B 3 five 
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five Part in the Action of the Body, fo as 
Shake/pear lays, like an ill-/heath’d Knife, it will 
moft burt its Mafter. 1 think Quintilian fays, 
all the Parts of the Body affift the Speaker; but 
the Hands fpeak without a Tongue, fupplicate, 
threaten, call, difmifs, provoke, fhew every 
Paffion of the Soul. ‘The Hands are the ge- 
neral Language of Mankind, and we need no 
Grammar but Nature to underftand it. So 
by their aukward Ufe upon the Stage, we may 
turn the Serious into Ridicule. Mr. Booth 
would often regret the want of Opportunity 
for an Actor to continue in a graceful Attitude, 
which Nicolint the Italian Singer was fo ma- 
fterly familiar with, between the Retornels of a 
Song, and other Occafions: Yet when Mr.” 
Booth had the leaft Opportunity, he fhew’d he 
only wanted it. I remember in the sth A& of 
Othello, while he is liftening to Emilia’s fpeak- 
ing to Defdemona, after fhe is fuppos’d to be 
itrangled, he fuited his Attitude and Coun- 
tenance to the Circumftances of the Scene, that 
I have not Art to defcribe, but the treble re- 
peated Applaufes of the Audience, while he 
was filent, fpoke fuch high Approbation, that 
Mils Santlow (afterwards Mrs. Booth) us’d to 
lay, She thought the Audience were pleas’d poor 
Defdemona was firangled out of the Way 
Of all the various Paffions of Grief, a manly 
Sorrow is the moft difficult to exprefs. And 
of all the Actors I have ever yet feen, I muft 
be pardon’d if I give the Preference to 
Mr. 
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Mr. Wilks. No Heart, that was capable of 
being touch’d, but muft have fympathiz’d 
at his Manner of fpeaking one Line in the 
Orphan to Monimia, in the Fifth Act. 


My fatal Love, alas! has ruin’d thee! 


And yet I have heard it fpoke when it has 
given me no more Concern, than if a Voice 


had pierced my Ear with 
Kettles or Pots to mend! Old Brafs to mend! 


If moving the Paffions is agreat Art in Acting, 
I think Mr. Wilks was Mafter of that Art. 
There was no avoiding feeling 47s Diftrefs in 
another Line, when he performed the Part of 
the Royal Merchant in the Beggars Bujh, a 
Comedy of Fletcher’s. The Character is noted 
for beneficent Chatity ; and, when his flinty- 
hearted Creditors had juft prefs’d him for Pay- 
ment, Claufe his old Beadfman (tho his Fa- 
ther in Difguife) comes as if to beg his ufual 
Charity, when the Merchant replies with fuch 
a Tone that finks into the Soul : 


Claufe, I pray thee leave me ; for, by my 
Troih, I have nothing now to give thee. — 


Comparifon is the true Touchftone of Excel- 
lence, and brighten’d Brafs by a falfe Light 
might be taken for Gold, if not try’d. 
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In the 4th Act of Macbeth, when he is told 
by Lenox of the Lofs of his Wife and Children, 
his Mixture of Nitty and manly Grief at 


He has no Children! Butcher! If be had, 
yes ie ught of them would fure have firr’d 


el 


drew Tears from almoft every Eye, when if he 
had blubber’d like a School-boy whipt, the 
rouching Scene would have rais’d Laughter, in 
the piace of Grief. And yet fome particular 
ees will not allow Mr. Wi/ks’s Excellence to 
gcdy. If, indeed, he had attempted 
of Cato,—Lear, Macbeth, Henry the 
1, Melanie and a-ceuntlefs Catalogue’ 
of others in the fame Clafi: J might have join’d 
in ‘their Opinion ; but while there is a Juba, 
an Edgar, Macduff Buckingham, and Amin- 
tor, in the arrie Plays, I don’t defire to fee a 
better Performer in that Caft of Playing than 
Ma Wie In Hamlet he pleas’d all the Au- 

ence; and if the beft Judg: es laugh’d at his 
Pak in Comedy, I can’t conceive they have 
fhed more Tears fince his much-lamented 
Death, at any of the above-mentioned Plays. 
j rem mber a few Years ago a Difpute a- 
rofe between Two Theatrical Gentlemen upon 
this Stage, concerning the Propriety of a par~ 
ticular Speech ; the one, to enforce his Argu- 
ment, told the other, he never heard it foboke 
otherwife on the Euglifh Stage. Pho, reply’d 
the other Difputant, shat was the old Way of 
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Aéting! A truly great Actor, that ftood by, 
reply’d, Learn the old Way firft, and when you 
are perfect, then begin a new one, if you can 
find-it out: Art may invent Fajbions in our 
Dre/s ; but Nature is the fame-as the Habits of 
the Turks, which they have never yet alter’ d. 
The Cloaths of the firft Ottoman Prince is the 
Model of the Emperor that now reigns, and, as 
the divine Pope paints the unalterable Goddels, 


Unerring Nature, ftill divinely bright, 

One clear, unchang’d, and univerfal Light ; 
Life, Force, and Beauty, muft to all impart, 
At once, the Source, and End, and Teft of Art. 


I have known many Actors with excellent 
Voices; fo] have often known common Bal- 
lad-fingers in the Streets with ftrong Lungs 
and Voices; but, for want of a Manner with 
Judgment, murder an excellent Song, and yet 
extort Praife from their Auditors. A Sow- 
selder’s Horn will pierce the Ear, and alarm 
all the Dogs in the Parifh ; but I believe moft 
People would rather hear a ‘Trumpet. The 
Voice, like an Inftrument of Mufic, muft be 

utin Tune, and, if managed by afkilful Actor, 
whofe Mind feels the Paffions, will fend out 
the proper ‘Tone, when a Bungler in Mufic 
does but harfhly grate upon the Ear, But who 
is ignorant of this? If this is the Difeafe of 
the Stage, where is the Remedy? It muft cer- 
tainly be in the Hands of the Manager, tho’ 
no very cafy Tafk. ‘The Circumftances of a 
B5 Theatre 
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Theatre very often oblige the Direétors to 
thruft Perfons into Charaéters too weak to fup- 
port the Weight of them: Vanity is blended 
in moft human Compolfitions, and the Stage is 
feldom free. from it ; therefore, when an Ator 
is once in Poffeffion of a Part (Male or Female), 
they think it a very great Mardfhip to give it 
up to a better Performer. There are a much 
larger Number of common Soldiers inan Army 
than commanding Officers, and we have fome 
few Inftances of a Soldier rifing to Preferment 
by Merit, whilft others grow grey with a Muf- 
quet upon their Shoulders; and yet, at fome 
ime or other, a Soldier may do the Duty of a 
Corporal, if he is indifpofed, or out of the Way: 
But that Exigence does not give him a Title to - 
the Poft. I remember an Actor was taken into 
the Theatre in Drury-Lane, for playing the 
Part of Cz/ar Borgia ina private Play; and when 
Mr. Booth was ftudying the Part, he thought 
it the greateft Oppreffion (as he call’d it) that 
could be thrown upon him: Nay, after Mr. 
Booth had perform’d the Part, with univerfal 
A\pplaufe, feveral fucceffive Nights, this Perfon 
faid, nay, bound it with an Oath, that Booth 
did not know bow to {peak a fingle Line: Yet 
this Perfon was a Man of Senfe and Learning, 
But there are more Requifites to make a fi- 
nifh’d Actor: Therefore, as they do not al- 
ways judge candidly for themfelves, it is requi- 
fite they fhould have one of unbyafs’d and fu- 
perior Knowledge to judge for them. When 
fuch “Actors above-mention’d take Parts,as they 
thruft 
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thrutt themfelves into for their Benefits, as is too 
often the Cafe (andI think ought not to be al- 
low’d), it proves, as Shake/pear fays, 


—— Like a Player, 
Bellowing bis Paffion, till he break the Spring, 
And bis rack’d Voice jar to the Audience. 


There are too many Performers,of both Sexes, 
that are fond of choofing capital Parts for their 
Benefits, that fit upon them 


—— Like a Giant's Robe 
Upon a dwarfifh Thief : 


And, at the fame Time, excufe themfelves from 
Rehearfals (that fhould prepare them to ack 
with fome Decency, at leaft), to cultivate their 
Intereft; and, when they come to perform at 
Night, only take Shame to themfelves, tho’ 
they oft difconcert others ; and may truly fay, 


Like a dull Astor, now I have forgot 

My Part, and ftop ev’n to a full Difgrace. 
That's villainous, and fhews.a moft pitiful Ambt- 
tion in the Fool that ufes tt. SHAK. 


The noble Gift, of Playing well, is not given 
to all that play: Yet as, in building of Houfes, 
there muft be provided many Hands, even to 
the carrying the Morter; a Morter-carrier mutt 
be had, as well as the reft of the Hands in the 
Work: Allare not equal to every Part in the 


Building, no more than every Actor is fit for 
B 6 every 
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every Part. If they attempt to wade out of 
their Depths, they are in great Danger of 
drowning; and, as our immortal Poet writes, 


As in a Theatre the Eyes of Men, 

After a well-grac’ d AGor leaves the Stage, 
“re tdly bent on him that enters next 

Will think his Prattle to be tedious. 


Yet I have known many Perfons belonging to 
a Theatre, not eminent inany fuperior Part, ne- 
ver offend, through their private Charaéters in 
Life. A modeft Behaviour is commendable in 
every Station, but much more obferved in Per- 
fons of a public Profeffion, where the Eyes of 
Thoufands are upon them. Confidence, Pride, 
and Vanity, will drawdown Contempt and Ri- 
dicule from Superiors, with Difregard from all. 


OF all the Caufes which confpire to blind 
Man’ s erring Fudgment, and mufguide the Mind, 
}. 


What the weak Heart, with Jirongeft Byafs,rules, 
fs Pride, the never -failing Vice of Fools. Pore, 


Flumility, A ffability, and Good-nature, will 
claim Regard from all Ranks; and if any Stains 
dare thrown upon the Profeffion, fuch Qualifica- 
tions will wipe them off: Yet I think there are 
no Spots but what they themfelves throw upon 
it. Weare apt, even in ftrange Company, to 
out with fome Theatrical Quotation, that fel 
dom fails of declaring what Bufinefs we follow. 
What need a Taylor talk of his Yerd and 
Sheers. 
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Sheers, a Smith of his Forge, or a Brewer of 
his Grains ? Let the Bu/kin and Sock be left in 
the Theatre. I know an eminent Actor, in- 
vited to dine in a mix’d Company of both 
Sexes, of Condition: When the Dinner feem’d 
a little tedious, before it made its Entrance, a 
Gentleman, one of the Invited, ftartsup, and 
cry’d, Zounds, Mr.——, give us the Ghott iz 
Hamlet, by way of Grace! The Matter of the 
Houfe reply’d, there was no Meat hecould give 
him was worth one Speech; befides, be did not 
invite Mr.—— to pay for bis Dinner that Way. 
Lt was only in Retaliation for the Supper he gave 
him the Night before, on the Stage, where no 
Cook but himfelf could drefs fuch a Difh of black 

Broth (meaning Othello). So, by your Rule of 
Courtefy, if I bad invited Faulan, I fhould 
have defired him to dance the Buffoon before 
Dinner. This was the Height of Civility to one, 
and a fufficient Rebuke to the other. The 
Fop (for he was no lefs), to plead his Excufe, 
told the Company, he had been many Times 
with feveral Actors, who took as much Plea- 
{ure to fpeakt Speeches, as he to hear them; 
and he did not doubt but they were People of 
creat Judgement; for they generally own’d, 
other Performers did not a& fo well as them- 
felves. es, reply’dthe Matter of the Houfe, 
Self-praife is always to be believed; yet I have 
known a Sign-painter criticize upon Raphael. 
Wit will be often entertaining, but a {mall Por- 
tion of one’sown (if we had it) is better thar a a 
Cart-load of other Peoples: Yet Quotation 
I from 
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from the Drama may fhew fome Judgment, 
when properly apply’d, and not too often. 
The Author of a Comedy, call’d The Play's 
the Plot, fhews the Strolling Players, not im- 
properly, by their Style. 

It is spac: furprifing tome, that where 
Vice, in every Shape, with Folly, is expos 'd 
daily to their View, Performers on the Stage 
fhould have any Faults, or, _ leaft, Art enough 
to difeuife them fo well, that few fhould find 
them out. To hide the Paifions Nature has fown 
in the Seeds of the human Race, will prevent 
their Growth, and, in Time, deftroy them. 
May we not learn Virtue, and avoid Vice, by 
the inftructive Leffons of the Drama? What 
premeditated Murderer would not feel Com- 
aint or, perhaps, Repentance, at the 
Speech of Torrifmond to the Queen in the Spa- 
nifh Fryar, when fhe has given Commiuffion to 
the Murder of the good King Sancho? 


Think, timely think, on the laft dreadful Day! 

How will you tremble there to fiand expos’ d, 

And foremoft in the Rank of guilty Ghojfis, 

That muft be te for Murder! Think on 
Murder 

That Troop is oP d apart from commonCrimes : 

The Damn’ d themfelves ftart wide, and fbun that 
Band, 

As far more black, and more forlorn, than they. 


The Queen’s Anfwer. 
Tis terrible! it foakes! it flaggers me! 
I knew this Truth, but I repel d the Thought. 
Sure 
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” 


Sure there is none but fearsa future State: 
And when the moft obdurate [wear they do not, 
Their trembling Hearts belyetheir boaftingT ongues. 


We may find, by this laft Speech, the former 
had its defired Effect; fince the Queen re- 
pented her impious Intentions, 

In Rule aWife we have another, upon the 
crying Sin of Adultery, which I fhall fet down 
as another Memento. 

The Duke of Modena tries all his Arts to 
debauch Margarita, the Wife of Leon, a Wo- 
man of avicious Inclination, who confented to 
marry Leon merely as a Tool, that fhe might 
indulge her Paffions; but by the Spirit and Con- 
duc of her Hufband was reclaim’d. When the 
Duke, by the Appointment of the worthy Leow, 
permits their meeting, after a ridiculous Fright 
froma Drunkard in the Cellar, which the Duke 
takes for a Spirit, he cries, 


O! I am moft miferable! 

Margarita, the Wife, anfwers, 
You are, indeed! 
And, like a foolifh Thing, bave made yourfelf fo. 
Could not your own Difcretion tell ye, Sir, 
When I was marry d, I was none of yours ? 
Your Eyes were then commanded to look off mes 
And Inow ftand in a Circle, and fecure. 
Mark me but this,and then, Sir, be moft miferadle, 
Tis Sacrilege to violate a Wedlock: 
You rob two Temples, make your [elf twice guilty ; 
You ruin ber’s, and [pot her noble Hiufband’ s. 
We 
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4 3 

We might go through the facred Decalogue, 
with the Affiftance of thofe Flowers in the f{pa- 
cious Fields of Poetry. 

‘¢ The Stage (fays the Female Spectator), by 
“+ its Inftitution, is the School of Virtue, and 
“¢ the Scourge of Vice; and when either of thefe 
*¢ noble Purpofes 1s defeated, it is no Wonder 
‘«* that Perfons of true Senfe and Honour choofe 
** to abfent themfelves, and oblige their Fami- 
<¢ lies to do fo too.’” So reafonable an Enter- 
tainment, as the Drama in its Purity, muft be, 
in fome fort, a Promoter to Virtue; therefore 
every Manager of a Theatre fhould make it his 
Study to exhibit no other Pieces but what aim 
to that End; and, by Degrees, throw off the 
loofer Drama, and conftitute, in its place, thofe 
that the wifeft, and moft virtuous, need not be 
afham’d to partake of the innocent Amufe- 
ment. Ido not pretend to fet up for a Monitor; 
but every Stage Performer would find his Ac- 
count in reforming the Stage, as well as them- 
felves. Ido not mean this Admonition to any 
particular Theatre, but all in general, at Home 
and Abroad; for our Plantation’ in America 
have been voluntarily vifited by fome Itine- 
rants; ‘faniaica, in particular, I hadan Ac- 
count, from a Gentleman who was poffefs’d of 
a large Eftate in the Ifland, that a Company, 
in the Year 1733. came there, and clear’d a 
large Sum of Money; where they might. have 
made moderate Fortunes, if they had not been. 
too bufy with the Growth of the Country. 
They receiv’d 370 Piftoles the firft Night, to 
the 
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the BeggarsOpera ; but within the Space of two 
Months they bury’d their third Po//y, and two 
of their Men, The Gentlemen of the Ifland, for 
fome Time, took their Turns upon the Stage,to 
keep up the Diverfion ; but this did not hold 
long ; for, in two Months more, there were but 
one old Man, a Boy, and a Woman of the 
Company, left: The reft died, either with the 
Country-Diftemper *, or the common Beve- 
rage of the Place, the noble Spirit of Rum- 
punch, which is generally fatal to New-comers. 
The fhatter’d Remains, with upwards of 2000 
Piftoles in Bank, embark’d for Carolina, to join 
another Company at Charlefiown, but were 
caft away in the Voyage. Had the Company 
been more bleft with the Virtue of Sobriety, 
fc. they might, perhaps, have liv’d to carry 
home the Liberality of thofe generous landers. 


’ The Country Diftempers are, the Dry-gripes, and 
Tenefmus, which generally ends in a Sanguinary Flux: 
Moft New-comers, for want of a proper Regimen, fail 
intoit. The Dry-gripes brings a final Diffolution in two 
Days, if no Remedy keeps it back. ‘The other Dif- 
temper, indeed, is flower in its Execution and Cure. Sir 
Hans Sloane tells us, the Badnefs of the Water contri- 
buted to all thefe Diflempers, which is brackifh near the 
Sea-coafts: But fwallowing large Draughts of Rum 
Punch, with the fatal Dew that falls in the Night, when 
the Body is carelefly expofed, heated with drinking, is the 
chief Caufe. Place any woollen Garment exposd to the 
noxious Vapours of the Night, and it will imbibe double 
its Weight of Dew before Sun-rife. Thofe that efcape 
the Seafoning, as they term it, feldom feel the fatal Ef- 
fe&ts of it afterwards. ‘This is more dangerous on the 
Sea-coafts of the Ifland; the mid Parts are much more 
falubrious, both as to Air and Water, 
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Fiven the Wicked have fome Regard to Vir- 
tue, are often aw’d by Perfons that are reputed 
to wear that amiable Character. Perfons on the 
Stage, which is too liable to Infults, efcape 
them there, unlefs, as in a Crowd of Quarrel- 
Jers, where a Looker on may meet with an ac- 
cidental Stroke. But thefe Theatrical Squabbles 
are too often ungenerous from the Audience, 
or, I fhould fay, froma fmall Part of the Au- 
dience; for a Dozen, when they are pleas’d 
to take it into their Heads, fhall difturb the 
Whole, and difconcert the beft Actors in the 
World. Is not this a grofs Affront upon the 
reft? What Right have I to rob my Neigh- 
bour of his Money, and Satisfaction? He pays 
the Price to be entertain’d for two or three 
Hours, and, perhaps, would be as well con- 
tented with a well-acted Play, as a Dinner. 
Now, if I fhould come to you, Sir, be you who 
you will, while you are fat down to your Meal 
at a ‘Tavern, turn the Drawers down Stairs, 
throw your Provifion about, prevent your eat- 
ing your Dinner with any Satisfaction; I fhould 
think you avery good-natur’d Gentleman, if 
you only thruft me out of yourRoom; becaufe 
J fhould imagine I deferv’d worfe Treatment. 

I remember, above twenty Years paft, I was 
one of the Audience, at a new Play: Before 
me fat a Sea-Officer, with whom I had fome 
Acquaintance; on each Hand of him aCouple 
of Sparks, both prepar’d with their offenfive 
Inftruments vulgarly term’d Cat-calls, which 
they were often tuning, before the Play began. 


The 
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The Officer did not take any Notice of them 
till the Curtain drew up; but when they conti- 
nued their Sow-gelder’s Mufic (as he unpolitely 
call’d it), he bee’d they would not prevent his 
hearing the Actors, tho’ they might not care 
whether they heard, or no; but they took httle 
Notice of his civil Requeft, which he repeated 
again and again, to no Purpofe: But, at laff, 
one of them condefcended to tell him, Jf e 
did not like it, be might let it alone. Why, 
really, reply’d the Sailor, [ do not like it, and 
would have you let your Noife alone; I have 
paid my Money to fee and hear the Play, and 
your ridiculous Noife not only hinders me, bui a 
great many other People that are here, I believe, 
with the fame Defigu: Nowtf you prevent us, 
you rob us of our Money, and our Time, there- 
fore I intreat you, as you look like Gentlemen, to 
bebave as fuch. One of them feem’d mollified, 
and put his Whiftle in his Pocket ; but the 
other was incorrigible. The blunt Zar made 
him one Speech more. Sir, faid he, I advife 
you, once more, to follow the Example of this Gen- 
tleman, and put up your Pipe. But the Piper 
fneer’d in his Face, and clap’d his troublefome 
Inftrument to his Mouth, with Checks fwell’d 
out like a Trumpeter, to give it a redoubled, 
and louder Noife ; but, like the broken Crow 
of a Cock ina Fright, the Squeak was ftopt in 
the Middle by a Blow from the Officer, which 
he gave him with fo ftrong a Will, that his 
Child’s Trumpet was ftruck thro’ his Cheek, 


and 
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and his Companion led him out to a Surgeon; 
fo that we had more Room, and lefs Noife ; 
and not one that faw or heard the Affair, but 
what were well pleafed with his Treatment ; 
and, notwithitanding his great Bluftering, he 
never thought it worth his while to call upon 
the Officer, tho? he knew where to find him. 
It is certainly a Mark of Cowardice to infult in 
public Company, or ftrike a Man who has his 
Hands bound; and yet I have known a poor 
Actor pelted by Puppies, that would run 
away at the Sight of a Stage-Foil, that has 
neither Edge or Point. 


As Cheats. to play with thofe fill aim, 

I hat do not underftand the Game ; 

So Cowards never ufe their Might, 

Lut againft thofe that mutt nat fight. Hud, 


Ators in France meet with Refpeét (1 mean 
if they will endeavour to deferve it, which in 
my Opinion they may eafily do) ; and are ac- 
ceptable in the Company of Rank and Figure 
in that polite Nation; and tho’ the Clergy 
{crupled to give Moliere* the Rites of the 
Church at his Death, yet Lewis the XIVth of- 
ten convers’d with him in his Clofet, as well 
as in Public. 


I fhall 


* Moliere, the great Comic-Poet of France, was ef- 
teem’d an excellent AGor. He died in performing the 
Part of the Hypochondriac ina Comedy of his own Write- 
ing, call’d Le Malade Imaginaire, which is Part of a 
Comedy 


jand it may be, I have faid too much a 
| 


a 


I fhall not fay much more on this Sub 
ready. 
For 1 am convinced, Nil fub fole novum, no 
not even in Fafhions; for what we receive for 


new, are only the old ones taking their Courfe 
jover again. The Stage isthe Epitome of the 


— 


oreat World, as Boileau has faid long ago. 


Le monde a mon avis eft comme une’ Grand 


Theatre, &c. 


Comedy in Englifo call’d the Mother-in-law) on the 


“ 
i7th of February, 1679, in his grand Climatteric. “The 


f Archbifhop of Paris would not aliow his Body to be in- 


{ 


i 


hum’d in confecrated Ground, which the King being 


‘informed of, fent for the Archbifhop, and expoftulated 


with him ; but he was an obftinate Churchman, and 
would not willingly condefcend to his Majeity’s Perfua- 
fions. The King, finding him unwilling to comply, de- 


| fired to know how many Feet deep the Holy Ground 


_feach’d ? The Bifhop reply’d, About eight. Well, re- 
ply’d the King, J find there is no getting the better of your 


| Scruples ; therefore let bisGrave be dug twelve Feet, that’s 
| four below your confecrated Ground, and let them bury him 
‘thre. 'The Archbifhop was obliged to comply ; for 


| Lewis the XIVth would be obey’d. 


Meliere \eft be- 


| hind him thirty-two Dramatic Pieces, which are held 


by the French inthe higheft Etteem. A French Gentle- 
man, in giving me his Opinion of this excellent Author, 


told me Moliere compos'd 37 Pieces for the Stage ; and tho 


he had left the World tawice that Number of Years, all the 
Dramatic Writers of the French Nation had not produced 
tewice as many Comedies equal to his. Moft of his Come- 
dies have given a Foundation to our Engii/b Dramatic 
Writers ; but none have met with more Succefs than the 


Mifer, and the Mock-Doctor, by Mr. Fielding. 
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The World, in my Opinion, is a Stage, 
Where, in deceiving others, all engage : 
Hlence the difcerning Eye can often can 
Tbe Player widely dif ring from the Man : 
The Blockhead, prating from another's Book 
Tbe Scholar apes with fupercilious Look ; 
“And the fly Knave, by putting Virtue on, 
Deceives the Virtuous till they are undone. 


9 


"Tis very poffible Boileau might have Shake- 
/pear in view, in thefe Lines, from that of 4z- 
tonto’s Speech in the firft AG of the Merchant 
of Venice ; 


I hold this World but asaW, orld, Gratiano, 
A Stage, where ev'ry Man muft play bis Part,&c. 


The French have borrowed from us, aswell as 
we have from them. Le Comte a’ Effex is not 
only plann’d upon Bazks’s Earl of Effex, but 
has many Speeches for feveral Pages together 
tranflated. The beft modern Tragic Poet 
France has produced fince Corneille and Racine 
(Monfieur * Voltaire), has in Oedipus follow’d 


our 


* This noted Author, about twenty Years paft, re- 
fided in London. His Acquaintance with the Laureat 
brought him frequently to the Theatre, where (he con- | 
fefs’d) he improved in the Englife Orthography more in 
a Week, than he fhould otherwife have done by labour’d | 
Study in aMonth. I furnifh’d him every Evening with - 
the Play of the Night, which he took with him into the 
Orchefire (his accuftomed Seat) : In four or five Months, 
he not only convers’d in elegant Exglifb, but wrote it | 

with 
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our Engli/h Play of that Name, and ends his 


third Aét with a verbal Tranflation from 
Nat. Lee. 


) To you, juft Gods, I make my lajft Appeal : 


Or clear my Virtues, or my Crimes reveal, &c, 


His Zaire looks after Orbello in its Jealoufy, 


Sos, 


and all the reft of his Plays feem to be of 


| Lnglifo Extraction. 


Now let us leave Greece, Rome, France, Bri- 


tain, and the reft of the World, andretire to this 
| Kingdom, where no Snake in the Grafs will rife 


to bite the unwary Traveller, no Blind-worm or 


_ with exact Propriety. In time, he wore off the Preju- 


| dice he firft conceiv’d at the Cataftrophe of our Exglif> 
Tragedy, the Cuftom of killing upon the Stage never 


having been introduced on the French Theatre, till the 
Zara of this Author, which he plann’d from Shake/pear’s 


| Othello. ‘The lait Speech of O/min the Emperor (after 
| he has ftab’d Zara) which he ends by killing himfelf, is 


to the fame Purpofe with Orhe/lo’s, and the fame Senti- 
ments. His Attempt anfwer’d his With, for Zaire in 
Paris had above fifty fuccefiive crowded Audiences. The 


| French open’d their Senfes to the true Fire of our Exgli/o 


Drama, where they difcover’d the Spirit of Liberty, 
and, for the firft time, fhew’d that Monarchs had no 
Right from Heaven to enilave their Subjects, and that 
God-like Liberty was a Gift from Power Almighty. 
The Freedom of his Pen gave Difguft to People in 


_ Power, and their Refentment occafioned his Banifhment 


from Paris. Shortly after, he made himfelf a voluntary 
Exile, where his Wit gains him many Admirers, and his 


good Senfe and Wifdom links them in the Eands of 


Friendfhip. 


Adder 
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Adder to hifs us into Fears, Viper or Toad to 
noleft our Eyes, or noifome Spider to {pread 
her Venom, Nl according to fome of the 

antient Iri/h Bards, were banifh’d the Ifand 


many Ages before St. Patric *. 
This 


a The /ri/> Hiftory informs us, that Prince Gadelus 
(J think of the Milefian Race) in his Travels vifited 
Pharach King of Egypt, fell in Love with Scota the 
King’s Daughter, and married her, ‘This Gade/us or 
Gade/ (for the Royal Records of ZYarah call him by 
both Names, as I am informed) in Egypt was ftung by 
a Serpent as he lay afleep, and was healed by the Pro- 
phet Mo/fes. The Jri/> is thus elegantly tranflated bya 
native Bard. 


The hiffing Serpent, eager for his Prey, 
Afcends the Couch where fleeping Gadel lay : 
Tn windir ng Mazes there himfelf he roll d, 
dind leapd upon him with a dreadful Fo id, 
And {book his forked Tongue, and then around 
His Neck he tavi /} 5, and gave a deadty Wound. 
The fubtle Poifon Spr iaides thro ewry Vein 3 
No Art, no Fuice of Herbs, can eafe the Pain ; 
Till Mofes, with his never-failing Wand, 
Touch’d the raw Wound, which heald at his Command, 


When Gadelus, with his Wife Scota (from this Princefs 
freland was firft call’d Scota) and his Followers, were 
leaving Egypt to fettle fome new Colony, the following 
Prophecy was declar’d by Mo/es, tranflated by the fame 
elegant Hand. 


The Holy Prophet avas infpir'd, to fee 
Into Events of dark Futurity : 

And faid, For thee, young Prince, has Heav’n in ftore 
Blefings, that Mortals ne'er enjoy d before : 

For wherefoe cr the Royal Line fhall come, 

Fruitful shall be their Land, and fafe their Home ; 
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This Kingdom of Ireland is one of the lait 
in Europe where eftablifhed Theatres were 
erected; yet [am affur’d one of the firft, whofe 
Bards or Poets have celebrated in Verfe the 
illuftrious Actions of their Monarchs, nor any 
Nation in the World, where Poetry and Poets 
were in fuch high Efteem. — Every antient 
and noble Family had one in their Houfhold, 
and their Kings their Poet Laureats, as we 
have in England, but long, long before ihe 
Engiifh invaded Ireland. "The Poets had their 
Seats in their great affembled Triennial Coun- 
cils, which you may find by the following Lines 
tranflated from the original Iri/h by the fame 
Hand. 

Once in three Years the great Convention fat, 
And for the public Happinefs debaie. 


No poifonous Snake or Serpent foall deface 

The Beauty of thy Fields, or taint thy Grafs ; 

No noifome Reptile, with invenom'd Teeth, 

Shall ever fwell that Land, or be the Caufe of Death : 
But Innocence and Arts foall flourifp there, 

And Learning in its lovely Shapes appear 3 

The Poets there foall in their Songs proclaim 

Thy glorious Acts, and never-dying Name. 


Our Englifh Hiftorians mention the Bards of antien¢ 
Britain, but we cannot find any of their Productions ex- 
tant ; when we are affured there are many Jri/b Hifto- 
rians and Poets {till to be found in Jre/and, as well as 
England (more efpecially in the Library of the Duke 
of Chandos) preferved even from the Depredations of 
the Danes, Dettroyers that were utter Enemies to Sci- 
ence and Learning. | 
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The King was feated on a Royal Throne, 

And on his Face majeftic Greatne/s fhone. 

4A Monarch for heroic Deeds defign’d 

(For noble Ad?s become a noble Mind) : 
Around him, fummon d by bis firitt Command, 
The Peers, the Prielis,and Commons of the Land : 
Tbe Bards, or Ports, are indule’d a Place, 
And Men of Learning the Affembly grace. 
Here Love ana Union ev'ry Look confe/s’ d, 
And Foy and Friendfbip beat in ev’ry Breaft. 
Fufiice, by nothing biafs'd or inclin’d, 

ts deaf to Pity, to Temptation blind ; 

for bere with fiern and fleddy Rule fhe fways, 
And flagrant Crimes with certain Vengeance Pays; 
Tho’ jut, yet fo indulgently fevere, 

Like Heav’n, fhe pities thofe foe cannot fpare. 


A few Lines more of the fame Author, and 
fame Tranflator, will tell you the Poet Lau- 
yeat’s Bufinefs at Court ; for he was one of the 
ten Officers that attended the Kings of Ireland, 


A Poet to applaud, or boldly blame, 

And guftly to give Infamy or Fame: 

Lor without him the frefbeft Laurels fade, 
And Vice to dark Oblivion is betray’ d. 


By thefe L'nes we may gather, that their Poets 
were their Hifforians ; and it may be fuppos’d, 
if they had thought of the Drama, we might 
have had fome elegant Tragedies handed down 
to us. But to proceed. 

Mr. Ogz/by the Mafter of the Revels in this 
King- 
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Kingdom (who had it from proper Authority) 
inform’d Mr. Abbury, that Plays had been of- 
ten acted in the Caftle of Dublin when Blount, 
Lord Mountjoy, was Lord-Lieutenant here in 
the latter End of the Reign of Queen E/rza- 
beth. And Mr. Afbbury faw a Bul for Wax 
Tapers, dated the 7th Day of September, 1601. 
(Queen Elizabeth’s Birth-day) for the Play of 
* Gorboduc done at the Cajtle, one-and-iwenty 
Shillings and two Groats. But it is to be fup- 
pofed they were Gentlemen of the Court that 
were the Actors on this Occafion. 

I cannot find any eftablifhed Theatre in Dud- 
lin till the Year 1635. when the Earl of Straf- 
ford was Lord-Lieutenant of this Kingdom, in 
the tenth Year of the Reign of King Charles the 
Firlt, ‘fobu Ogilby, Efg; then Mafter of the 
Revels, under the Title of Hiftoriographer to 
his Majefty, and Mafter of the Revels in the 


a The Play of Gorbodue was written by the Right 
Honourable Thomas Sackville Lord Buckhurft, after- 
wards created Earl of Dor/et in the firft Year of King 
Fames the Firft’s Reign. This Dramatic Piece was ac- 
counted the beft of its Kind at the Time it was wrote; 1t 
was firft publifhed under the Title of Ferrex and Porrex 
in 1582. and 1590. reprinted under the Title of Gorbo- 
duc. This was a favourite Play of Queen Elizabeth's, as 
may be fuppofed by her feeing it twice acted ; firft, by 
the Gentlemen of the Jumer-Temple, and afterwards by 
the Children of her Majefty’s Revels. Mr. Spence, Pro- 
feffor of Poetry in the Univerfity of Oxford, has reprint- 
ed this Play about nine Years ago, and dedicated it to the 
Earl of Middlefex, Son to his Grace the Duke of Dor/er, 
defcended from this Author. 

C 2 King- 
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Kingdom of Jreland, and I believe the firft 
that wore the laft Title. This Theatre was 
built by his Dire¢ctions in Warberg-Street,where 
the Company continued to act, till the unhap- 
py Rebellion broke out in the Year 1641*. The 
‘Theatre was then fhut up, by Order of the 
Lords Juftices, fign’d William Parfons, and 
Jobn Borlace. We do not find any mention 
of a Theatre in Dublin, till the Year after the 
Reftoration 1661. which was built on the Spot 
where the Theatre now ftands in Orange-/treet, 
commonly call’d Smock-alley 5 how it came by 
the laft Name, may be eafily guefs’d. 

We find in the Y ear 1662. Pompey, a Tragedy 
acted at the Theatre in Dublin, tranflated from 
tne french of Corneille: It is wrote inVerfe by 
Mrs. Catharine Phillips (the fam’d Orinda) 
term’d by her cotemporary Poets the Ezglifh 
Sappbo. ‘This Lady wrote another Play call’d 
fiorace, taken from the fame French Author, 


* Henry Burnel, E{q; a Gentleman of Jre/and, wrote 
a Play call’d Landgartha, a 'Tragi-Comedy, aéted at the 
New Theatre in Dublia, 1641. with very great Applaufe 
(fo fays the Title); but there are no AGtors Names print- 
edin the Drama, The Prologue was fpoken by an 4ma- 
son, arm’d with a Battle-ax, to befpeak the Favour of the 
Audience. The Plot is taken from the Danifh Hiftory 
of Saxo Grammaticus. ‘This Play was the laft that was 
performed on the Theatre in Warberg-fireet before the 
Rebellion broke out, which was difcovered by Mr. Oaven 
O Connally but the Night before the Execution, which 
prevented the City of Dué/in being feiz’d on the 22d of 
. O@ober 1641. as intended ; but it was too late to give 
Notice to the reft of the Kingdom, which felt the fatal 
Effect of the Rebellion. 


but 
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but neither of them play’d in Exgland, till af- 
ter her Death,which fell out in the Year 1664. 
in the 21ft Year of her Age, of the Small-Pox., 
From this we may gather that fhe refided in 
Treland, fince both her Plays were acted in this 
Kingdom fome Years before they were per- 
form’d in Exgland. | 
The Theatre in Sinock-Alley was fo badly rn 
built, that in the Year 1671. fome Part of it 
fell down, when two were kill’d, and feveral 
forely maimed. We can give little Account of 
the Theatre here from this Time till alter the 
Revolution ; all that can be given will be notec 
in the Life of Fofeph Afbbury, Eig, Playing 
was difcontinued during the Troubles between 
King William and Fames the Second ; but when 
quiet Peace was reftored, the Theatre opened 
again with Orbella Moor of Venice 3 the Part 
of Othello, by Mr. Wilks (See more of this in 
the Memoirs of that excellent Player). This 
Play was aéted by Officers moftly about the 
Caftle, Mr. A/bbury Iago only, for the Com- 
pany was not form’d till three Months after, 
when they began again with Othello, which 
was on March 23. 1691-2. the Day of pro- 
claiming the End of the Jri/h War. The Com- 
pany play’d on with Succefs many Years, and 
{ find by the Caft of Sir George Etheridge’s three 
Comedies, there has not been a better in all 
its Branches fince, which I fhall fet down in 
proper Order, that the Reader may judge for 
himfelf. The Caft of thefe three Plays I had 
C 3 from 
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from the late well- received Comedian, Thomas 


Gr fith, Efe 
he Comical Revenge ; ov, Love in a Tub, 
{Lord Bev: | | Mr Schoolding 
f.ord Beaufort | Mr. Buckley 
Colonel Bruce | Mr. Booth 
louis { Mr. Keen 
s iad 7" ¥ ° ‘ ; ’ RA Wilks 
Sir Frederic Frolicl | by.| Mr. Wilks 
Dufoy { Mr. Bowen 
Sir Nicolas Cully Mr. Norris 
W heedle Mr. Eftcourt 
ilmet Mr. Trefufis 
Graciana Mrs. Knightly 


\urelia Mrs. Afhbury 
Mrs. Rich Mrs. Hook 


a ibe ' b 

Letitia y Mrs. Harrifon 
Mrs. Grace Mrs. Martin 
Jenny Mrs, Schoolding 


She Woud if fhe Cou d. 


Mr. Norris 
Mr. Eftcourt 
| b | Mr. Wilks 
Mr. Freeman Y | Mr. Booth 
Mr. Rakehell Mr. Griffith 
Thomas | | Mr. Trefufis 
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Lady Cockwood Mrs. Smith i 
Ariana Mrs. Schoolding I 
Gatty Mrs. tlook i 
Irs. Sentry Yi Mrs. Afhbury 
Mrs. Gazet Mrs. Harrifon 
Mrs, Trinket | Mrs, Martin 


The Man of Mode; Or, Szr Fopling 
Flutter, 


Dorimant 

Medley 

Old Bellair 
Young Bellair 

Sir Fopling Flutter 


| 

| 

Shoemaker ! 
=) 

4 

io 


sth Booth 
Mr. Eftcourt 
Mr. Elliot 
Mr. Grifith 
Mr. Bowen 
Mr. Norris. 
Mr. Tretufis: 


| Mr. W ilks 


Handy 
Parfon 


| Mis Smith 
Mrs. Knightly 
| Mrs. Schoolding 
] Mrs. Elliot 
by | Mrs, Martin 


Lady Townley 
Loveit 
Belinda 
Emilia 
Lady Woodvil 


Harriet Irs. Afhbury 
ee Ms Hook. 
Bufy Mrs. Harrifon 
Orange- Woman Mrs. Crofs 


Here we may fee Mefficurs Hhbury, Wilks, 
Booth, Keen, Eftcourt, Norris, Griffith, Bowens 


Crofs, and Trefufis, on one Stage at the fame 
C4 Time 
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‘Lime in Dublin, moft of them eminently great 
in their different Way of aéting. For the 
Women, I know little of any but Mrs. Afobu- 
ry 3 yet I have been inform’d by Mr. Wiiks, 
that Mrs. Kuightly,Mrs. Hook, and Mrs. Smith, 
were very good A¢treffes in their different Parts, 
Mrs. A/bbury is taken Notice of inthe Memoirs 
of her Hufband. I will put down the Caft of 
three Plays more in the Year 1715. when I was 
r{t in this Kingdom, and fhall begin with 


© 


4T~ 


Limion of Athens ; or, the Man-Hater. 


Pheeax 

fE liu 
Cleon 
Tfidore 
Thrafillus 
Demetrius 
Poet 
Painter 
Jeweller 
Mufician 


by | Mr. Quin 
J 


Mr. Tho, Elrington 
Mr. Evans 

Mr. Afhbury+ 

Mr. Fr. Elrington 
Mr. Thurmond 
Mr. Trefufis + 


_ 


-) 


Mr. Hall 
Mr. Daugharty * 
Mr. Leigh 

| Mr. Griffith 

| Mr. Oates 
Mr. Bowman 
Mr. Hallam 


Thofe with this Mark + were of the former 


C ompany. 


Evandra 


* Mr. Daugharty was found dead, fuppos’d by fome 
by a Fall down the Stairs of a Cellar ; while others ima- 
gine he was murder’d by a Watchman with his Watch- 


Bill, 


Evandra | Mrs. Fhurmond 
Meliffa Mrs. Wilkins 
Chloe by | Mrs. Haywood * 


Mifs Wilfon 
-Mifs Schoolding ° 


Thais 
Phrinia 


TFAMERLANE. 


Mr. Afhbury 

Mr. Tho. Elrington 
Mr. Leigh 

Mr. Evans. 


‘Tamerlane 
Bajazet 
Axalla 
Monefes 


by 


Bill, by a Cut in his Skull ;: but the Murderer was never 
found out. 

b Mrs. Hayawood has made herfelf eminent to the 
polite Wor'd by her Writings; fhe is ftillalive. Her 
numerous Novels will be ever efteem’d by Lovers of 
that Sort of Amufement. She is likewife Authorefs of 
three Dramatic Pieces. 1ft, The Fair Captive, a Tra- 

y. 20, Wife tobe Let, a Comedy. Mrs. Hayzvood 
perform’d the capital Part in this Play. 3d, Frederic 
Duke She alfo join’d with 
Vir. Hatchet, in making Songs to Mr. Melding’s Tom 
Thumb, which were compos’d by the ingenious Mr. 
Frederic Lampe, and perform’d often with the Tide of 
the Opera of Operas. 
Subfiftence, the World may find many, Books of her 
Writing, tho’ none have met with more Succefs-than 
her Novels, more particularly her Lowe zm Exce/s, &e. 
Her Dramatic Works have all died in their firft vifiting 
the World, being exhibited in very fickly Seafons for 
Poetry. Mr. Pope has taken her for his Goddefs of 
Dulnefs in his Dunciad ; but fhe need not blufh in fuch: 
good Company. 

© Mifs Schoolding was marry’d to Monfieur Moreau, 2: 
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b bs Fitzgerald, whofe Maiden Name was 
y play’d the Part of a young Man. 
¢ Mrs, Martin was the original Mrs, 


Mr. Quin ? 

Mr. Hall 

Mrs. Fitzgerald ® 
Mr. Oates 

Mr. F. Elrington 
Mr. Minns 

Mr. Boman 


Mrs. Thurmond 
Mifs Wilfon 


The Committee; or, the Faithful Lrifhman. 


Mr. Afhbury 
Mr.T. EJrington 
Mr. Evans 

Mr. F. EJrington 
Mr. Quin 

Mr. Trefufis 
Mr. Griffith 
Mr. Hall 

Mr. Minns 

Mr. Bowman 
Mr. Hallam 
Mr. Kendall 


Mrs. Martin © 
Mrs. Afhbury 
Mrs. Thurmond 
Mifs Schoolding 


Swarr, 


Peachum, and 


Di- 


of the ST AGE. a9) 
Diftineuifhed Characters in Bills were not in 
_Fafhion, at the Time thefe Plays were per- 
form’d ; they were printed in Order according 
to the Drama as they ftood,. not regarding the 
Merit ofthe Actor. As for Example, in Mac- 
beth, Duncan King of Scotlandappear’d firft in: 
the Bill, tho’ aéted by an infignificant Perfon 5 
and fo every other Actor appear’d according 
to his Dramatic Dignity, all of the fame-fiz’d 
Letter. But latterly, Icanaflure my Readers, 
I have found it a difficult Tafk to pleafe fome: 
Ladies, as wellas Gentlemen, becaufel could not 
find Letters large enough to pleafe them ; and 
fome were fo very fond of Elbow-room, that 
they would have, fhoved every body out but 
themfelves, as if one Perfon was to do all, and 
have the Merit of all, like Generals of an Ar- 
my ; fuch a Victory was gained by fuch a 
King, and fucha Prince, while the other Of- 
cers and Soldiers are forgot. But as Trim tells 
us inthe Funeral, or, Grief A-la-mode, 50,000 
of fuch Rafcals as thefe will make au Alexander. 
1 fhall leave this laft Quarter of a Ftundred 
of Yearsto the Memory of others, that I may 
the fooner come to the Conclufion of my 
little Hifory, and fall upon the Memoirs... E 
have told you the firft’ Theatre was built in 
1635. and the old Smack- Alley Houle in 1661. 
and now I thall proceed to the reit, as they 
- ftand at prefent. 

Inthe Year 1732. a Theatrical Booth was 
erected by Mrs. Viclante an Italian Lady ;cele- 
brated for Strength and Agility, a Qualifica- 
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tion that does not render the Fair-Sex theJeaft 
more amiable ; the Strength of the Limbs, 
which thefeSort of Undertakers expofe, in my 
Opinion, isfhockingly indecent; but hers were 
maj{culinely indelicate, and were of a Piece with 
the Features of her Face. I am informed, the 
fhewing her Limbs did not meet with the Suc- 
cefs in this Kingdom, as fhe had found in her 


Peer to the Pedlar : Our late Englifb Gladiator, 


* 


Mr. Figg, of Cutting-flafhing Memory, made 
h private Emolument by his public Va- 
four, more efpecially in Linen *. 


But 


7 Mr. Figg informed’ me once, that he had not 
bought a Shirt for more than twenty Years, but had fold 
tome Dozens. It was his Method, when he fought in 
his Amphitheatre (his Stage bearing that fuperb Title) ; 
he fent round toa fele&t Number of his Scholars to bor- 
row a Shirt for the-enfuing Combat, and feldom failed 
of half a dozen of fuperfine Holland from his prime 
Pupils (moft of the young Nobility and Gentry made 
it Part of their Education to march under his warlike 
Banner). ‘This Champion was generally Conqueror, 
tho’ his Shirt feldom failed of gaining a Cut from his 
Enemy, and fometimes his Flefh, tho’ I think he never 
receiv’d any dangerous Wound. Moft of his Scholars 
were at every Battle, and were fure to exult at their 
.. great Mafter’s Victories, every Perfon fuppofing he faw 
"the Wounds his Shirt received. Mr. Figg took his 
Opportunity to inform his Lenders of Linen, of the 
Chafms their Shirts received, with a Promife to a 

them 
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But to Mademoifelle/zo/anze. She, finding her 
Tumbling tirefome, fell into Playing and Paz: 
tomime (another Difgrace tothe Drama). Mr. 
Barrington, Mr. Fobn Morris, and, 1 think, 
Mr. Beamfly,Mils Weffington, Milfs Mackay(now 
Mrs. Mitchel), and many others,came under her 
Directions, and play’d feveral Dramatic Pieces 
with Grotefque Entertainments, till ftopt by 
the Lord Mayor of the City of Dublin; Mis. 
Violante having no Sanction, or proper Au- 
thority, to exhibit fuch Entertainments, ‘The 


* Place is put to another Ufe.. 
I fhall 


themhome. But, faid the ingenious, courageous Figs, 
ft feldom received any other Anfwer, than, Damn you, keep it. 
I fhall not enter into the Merits of this Method in pro- 
curing Linen; but, if it was a Fraud (as he told me), he 
was never found Guilty. For, as Hudibras fays, 


For thofe that meddle with his Tools, 
Will cut their Fingers, if they’re Fools, 


» It is now an Hofpital for indigent Lying-in Women, 
which is a generous, virtuous, and humane Charity, 
worthy the Imitation of every civilized Nation. 'The 
DireCtor and Inventor of this ufeful Inftitution ought to 
be mentioned with great Refpe&. How many Subjeéts 
have been loft, for want of fuch a noble Charity! The 
Hofpital was opened in March 1745. and, by the Firft of 
November 1747. there were 514 poor Women fafely de- 
livered of 281 Boys, and 241 Girls; 13 Women bearing 
Twins; the eminent Dr. Mofe (the firft Promoter of 
this charitable Work) giving Attendance without Fee 
or Reward. I with Jberia’s Elder Sifter would follow 
the Example. ’Tis true, there are fuch in China, but 
not under fuch Regulation; the Women there are not 
receiv'd, 
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I fhall take Leave of Violante, and her Po- 
ftures, and give it, as my own Opinion, that I 
think fuch Diverfions are below the Dignity of 
the Stage, or Humanity. Where can be the 
Satisfaction, when Death and Danger attend 
it? I have the Fate of Lady Jjabel/a ‘ ever 
prefent to my Memory at the ‘mentioning of 
juch dangerous Entertarmments. I fhould have 
told my Reader, that Mrs. Violante had a 7 

00th 


receiv'd, till the Pangs of ‘Child-birth attack them, ac- 
cording to Mendez Pinto; and feveral Mothers,with their 
Infants, perifh, before they can be conveyed to the Ho- 
{pital. In Paris there is one of this Kind; but the Wo- 
men after the Month, if able, are obliged to attend thofe 
that lie in, and cannot be free ‘of the Place till their 
Turn comes on, which muft be one Month, at leaf: 
For, as I am informed, they are Nurfes to each other, 
Rome, that has Hofpitals almof without Number, has 
none fuch, tho’ they have one for repenting Courtezans. 
Altho’ the Hofpitals, in Anflerdam, Maintain 20,000 
Souls, of both Sexes; yet I cannot find one that is ap- 
propriated to this Ufe. 

* The Lady Jfabella was born in Italy, fprung from 
a noble Family in the City of Florence: She was put 
into a Nunnery at twelve Years of Age, in order to take 
the Veil; but a Pofture-mafter unluckily came to that 
City, gained her AffeCtions, and found Means to carry 
her off, and marry’d her; inftruéted her ‘in his unfeemly, 
dangerous Employment (if. we may call it fo), and 
brought her to Ezg/and; where Lady I/abella was greatly 
admuir’d, for her Poftures, and Feats of Activity. The 
Jaft, and fatal, Time of her Performance, fhe was eight 
Months gone with Child; but the covetous Hufband 
loved Money fo well (as it is reported), that he would 
not allow her the neceffary Repofe required in her Con- 
dition; fo that, in one of her Dances’on a flack Rope, 

ihe 
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Booth to Mr. Luke Sparks, Mr. Fohn Barring- 
ton, Milfs Mackay (now Mrs. Mitchel), for three 
Pounds per Week: The three mentioned Per- 
fons, being all very young, fell defperately in 
Love with the Dramatic Poets, and were re- 
folved to marry them, with their Poetical For- 
tune, that is, without a Rag to cover their 
Nakednefs, or rather nothing but Rags; for 
their Scenes had fhewed their beft Days. How- 
ever,Cloaths were borrowed, fome fromFriends, 
and fome to be paid for; and they began with 
ia Comedy of Farqubar’s, call’d The Inconftant, 
or, The Way to win him, the three chief Parts 
being performed by the three adventurous Un- 
idertakers; viz. 


Young Mirabel Mr. Sparks 
Duretete by | Mr. Barrington 
Bifarre Mifs Mackay. 


Mr. Sparks (as having played before, ina 
Country Company) was the Manager. ‘The 
Play was performed much better than was ex- 
pected, and their Company foon became more 
numerous, being join’d by others that look’d 
more to Profit than Pleafure, for thefe three 


the fell on the Stage, where the Mother and Infant, 
inewly born with the Force of the Fall, expired ina 
Moment, fatal Cataftrophe! inthe Twenty-firit Year of 
her Age. This was the running Account of the poor 
|\Gady Sabella, after her Death, whofe End was much 
lamented ; For, notwithftanding her difreputable Employ- 
ment, fhe was efteemed as a Woman of firict Virtue. 


Lovers 
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Lovers of the Drama could play Heroes and 
Heroines, without eating; Love for the Suby 
lime was enough for them: However, other 
People did not relifh this Cameleon Diet, and 
hunger’d after fomething more fubftantial; 
therefore refolved upon Benefits, and gave the 
firft to Mifs Mackay, in order to break the Ice. 
The Fop’s Fortune was the Play, and the then 
being a young promifing Actrefs, feveral La- 
cies, of the firft Rank, efpous’d her Caufe, and 
brought upwards of Forty Pounds to her Benefit. 
They might well fay, with the Herald in the 


Rebear fal, 
They had not feen fo much the Lord knows whea, 


The Succefs of this Benefit alarmed the O/d 
Smock-alley Houfe, who applying tothe Lord 
Mayor, he tent Orders to forbid their Acting ; 
and it waswith much Difficulty they had Leave 
to play one more, which was, Voman’s a-Riddle, 
to.a good Houle, 


And that the laft. 
This was the Spring fron whence. Ransford- 
fireet arofe, out of the Power of the Lord 
Mayor of Dublin. 

Kansford-fireet Theatre was built, and open= 
ed, for the firft Time, under a Licence granted 
by the Right Honourable the Earl of Meath*, 

being 
* I faw a Licence, granted by that worthy Nobleman 
| te 
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being Part of his Liberties. “The firft Play that 


was performed there was, a Comedy call’d 
LOVE for LOVE. 


(The Company being under the Direélions of 
Mr. Hufband.) 


Sir Sampfon | Mr. Moore ' 


i 
Valentine | Mr. Hufband 
Tattle | Mr. Ravenfcroft” 
Forefight by | Mr. Bourne ° 
Ben Mr. Sparks 
Trapland | Mr. Daniel 

/ Jeremy | | Mr. Roch 
Angelica | | Mrs. Raventcroft ° 

) Mrs. Forefight Mrs. Smith? 
‘Mrs, Frail by | Mi Mackay q 

) Mifs Prue Ly Mifs Barnes * 

| Nurfe | Mrs. Talent ° 


Ito the late Mr. Thomas Walker, Comedian, for Forty 
1 Pounds per Annum; which. Sum was meant to be given 
|to the Poor in the Earl of Mearh’s Liberty: A pious 
| Example! 

1 Since dead. 

m Since dead. 

1 Now in England. 

Dead. 

Dead. 

Now Mrs. Mitchel. 

Now Mrs. Martin. 

> Lives at Corke, 
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f never faw this Theatre, but have been in- 
form’d, it was a very neat, compact Building, 
capable of containing an hundred Pounds, at 
common Prices, which they never raifed, but 
at Benefits, 

‘The Company performed here above a Year 
with tolerable Succefs, fometimes Neap, and 
fometimes Spring-tides ; but when Henry the 
Eighth, with the pompous Coronation, was 
exhibited at the Theatre in 4ungier-ftreet, they 
were almoft forfaken ; good Senfe with Shew, 
for once prevailed, which is not always the 
Cate. 

As Poverty is the Mother of Invention, all 
the Wit of the Company went to work, and, 
at laft, produced a Mock Coronation, with lefs 
Expence than a Lady’s Tail at Aungier-ftreet 
Theatre. It was called the Beggars Coronation 
(and not unworthy that Title), in the Play of 
The Royal Merchant, or The Beggars Bufh; with 
the following Prologue, on the folemn Occafion, 
ufhered in by this Preamble, in Print: 


4 PROLOGUE /fpoke atRansford-ftreet 
Playhoufe, on the Revival of The Royal 
Merchant, or The Beggars Buth ; which was 
atied with the Mock Coronation, on the 
playing King Henry the VIIIth and Coro- 
nation in Avungier-ftreet Playhoufe. 


} ELL, by this Time, your Eyes have ach’d 
with gazing 

Ox Coronations, Majks, and Sights no lefs 
amazing ! Here, 
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| 

Here, then, you come, unwilling to be pleas’d, 
Longer than juft your dazzled Sight is eas'd. 
The Sun, *tis true, will dim the ftrongeft Eye s 
And Darknefs, only, can new Force fupph— 
Yet you muft own, that, had no Shew been theres 
You'd been content to kill an Ev ning bere. 
The Coronation made fo great a Noife, 
| Had there beennone, Harry had mis d yourV o1ce ; 
- Buffoon—Jack-pudding—J obfon—Hob, con- 
fpir a, 
In vain, to make the burlefque King admir’d. 
He play dit, tho’, fome fay, with wond rous Art ! 
His Belly—jfhook , and—that was all the Part. 

Yet, faith, tis odd—But we furprife you more 
Than Warry’s Hob! or Wolfey’s envy’d Store. 

Here honeft Claufe fhall gain a Beggar's 

Crown, 
Tho? Tyrants threaten, and proud Churchmen 
rown | 

Each willing Subjett bis fmall Tribute brings, 
Abborring Slav’ry, yet adoring Kings. 
Claufe, tho’ a Beggar, ’midft bis Ragsis free; 
“Henry’s:@ Slave to Tyrants great as be. 
How does their Splendor mock their wretchedFate! 
They mourn in Pomp,and flarvein pageant State. 
Like petty Kings, who Rome’s Subjection own 5 
To feed its Pride, they hunger on a Throne. 

If any bere, with indigefted Rage, 
Will [peak malignly of our [porting Stage, 
As if, in Ridicule of Rites fo known, 3 
Sacred to Britain’s Fame, and GEORGE’S Crown, 
We thus our Mockery of State purfue, 


Let others our Defign with Candour view, 
And 
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“nd own, if any Difre/peét appears, 
"Lis them we mock , be, then, the Cenfure theirs, 


As the World is fond of Novelty (and this 
Mock Coronation appearing new), the Stream 
of Succeis flowed upon them with a rapid ‘Lor- 

ent, {welled their Pockets till they overflow’d 
neir Banks, and water’d the Fields of many < | 
stican! Debts were cleared, and every fingle 
erlon might, fearlefs, look at the Dial on the 
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Their Succefs went evenbeyond their Hopes, 
and Aungier-fireet fuffered fhort Allowance {as 
they fay at Sea), becaufe the Current was turn’d 
another Way: Yet I find, by this Succefs, all 
do not think alike. 

King Heury the Eighth, with the Coronation, 
in the utmoft Magnificence, was performed in 
the Year of his prefent Majefty’s Acceffion to 
the Throne, at the Theatre Royal in Drury- 
lane, London: The Succefs there was beyond 
the Bounds of Expeétation ; it was even added 
to every Play, as a Pantomime, &c. and exhi- 
bited, that one Seafon, 75 Times. 

The Theatre in Lincoln’s-Inn Fields got up 
a Mock Coronation, asa Burlefque upon that in 
Drury-lane, but the Audience took a different 
Turn to that in Ransford-ftreet ; for the poor 
Mock Peers and Magiftrates were pelted off the 
Stage, in the utmoft Contempt, and all their 
Study and Labour came to nothing. 

However, this Mock Coronation fill’d Ranf- 
ford-firectT heatre, feventeen fucceeding Nights: 
But 


of 
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But as Mountain-rivers foon overflow, they as 
foon fink, and reft in their natural Bed again : 
Ransford-ftreet was too far out of the Way ; : 
therefore the Company, after three Years Occu- 
pation, forfook it. However, I fhall fubjoin a 
Couple of poetical Pieces of Poetry, occafioned 
by the above Prologue: Wits are a Tribe like 
Fews, and one Production begets another. As 
every Line of Battle Ship has its own Chaplain, 
fo every Theatre have their own Poets; and 
fometimes, like Ragotin in ee they may 
be found in itinerant Troops. The opponent 
Theatre produced one, fobkea by Mrs. Bellamy 
in Boy’s Cloaths, at a ‘lime when an epidemic 
Cold had reigned greatly in Town. 


Dear Ladies, may I perifb, but P’'m proud 
To jind you all recover d, and fo loud. 
Not one fore Throat among ft you now remains, 
Of that vile Cold of which the Town complains : 
Gnd, faith, you'll anfwer forme, I’m fincere, 
When I profefs ['m glad to fee you bere! 

I found a Female Habit would not do, 
And therefore try’ d a Pair of Breeches too: 
A fpruce young Blade, well made, with fuch Ad- 

drefs, 


Among you Belles may [peak with fome Succefs— 


And I, who am a Woman—to my Coft, 

Know, by myfelf, what pleafe the Ladies moft — 

In vain we ftrive our Merit here to fhow, 

Por ev'ry Night to Ransford-ftreet you go ; 

Where painted Scenes and tinfell'd taudry Drefs, 
Are only {plendid Signs of Emptine/s. 

Bui 
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But this is Scandal, for all Dublin know, 
That Playbou/e deals not over-much in Cloaths 
That Playhoufe dears not over-Much th UL0di nr. 


Two Venders of the fame Commodity will be 
a little too apt to depreciate each other’sGoods ; 
therefore the Poet drew his Pen in their De- 
fence, and furnifhed forth the following Pro- 
logue, {poke by Mifs Mackay, inthe Character 
of Lady Townley, in the Provok’d Hujfband. 


As fome poor ’ Squire, to Country Quarters fent, 
His Credit gone, and all his Money pent, 
ASwarm of Duns, each Morn, attend bis Door, 
Crying out, Money! Faith we're very poor. 
Why ay! the *Squire replies; but pray have 

Patience, 
Six Months Arrears comes with my next Ac- | 
quittance. 


Fuft fo I’ve told my Duns, this many a Day, 
They'd all have Money when I got my Play’. 
The other Houfe, we thank their honeft Care, 

Jave, to their Coft, engag’d the good Lord 

| Mayor 
To fend us, as they thought—the Lord knows 

where ! 

Yet we'll forgive them, if they keep their Word ; 
But that is more than they can yet afford. 
Tis true, alas! we're {cant in Cloaths,whilethey 
Abound in more—than they can ever pay— 


t This Play was for Mifs Mackay’s Benefit. 


Our | 
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Dur Houfeisnew—T hanks to our Benefakiors® | 
Nor do we envy thofe enflav’d Detraffors : ? 
They may get one, but Lord knows where getC 
Afiors™, S 


We may fee, this laft Bard did not take the 
leaft Advantage of his Antagonift: Their Lines 
were exactly even, and eighteen Thrufts given 
ion each Side, and therefore neither could claim 
ithe Conqueft; tho’, like Battles. in Flanders, 
weach Side claimed the Victory, and each Ge- 
eral put on the Wreath of Conqueror, 

The Theatre in Aungier-ftreet was built by 
ithe voluntary Subfcription of many of the illu- 
{trious Nobility and Gentry of the Kingdom: 
|The firft Stone was laid by the Duke of Dor/et, 
‘then Lord Lieutenant; but, I think, the Archi- 
tect had more View to the Magnificent, than 
Theatrical. The Audience Part is ornamented 
with rich Embellifhment, that gives it a fu- 
perb Countenance ; but, no Difparagement to 
ithe Architect in other Buildings, this might 
have been more convenient, with lefs Coft. But 
I believe the Contriver had an Eye more to 
| Ridottos, than the Drama: If fo, indeed, his 
Intentions were anfwered ; for, inthat Shape, it 
'may vie with that in the Hay-market in Lon- 
don. Thrufting my own Opinion, inthis Man- 
er, might have the Air of Prefumption, if 
‘my Employment and Obfervation had not 

" Old Smock-alley was then in a ruinous Condition. 

“ Aungier-fireet was afterwards built for the Company 

in Smack-alley. i 
taken 
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taken up full thirty Years of my Time: In 
other Buildings I would not pretend to give 
my Judgment on a Pigeon-houfe, or a Centry- 
box, or give Direétions in ereéting a thatched 
Cabin, or a Turnpike. 

Aungier-ftreet Theatre opened March the 
gth, 1733-4. with the Comedy of The Re- 
cruiting Officer ; the Parts acted as follows: 
Captain Plume Mr, J. Elrington 
Juftice Balance Mr. Layfield 
Captain Brazen Mr. R. Elrington 
Worthy b Mr. Watfon 
Kite Y { Mr. Vanderbank 
3ullock { | Mr. F, Elrington * 
i{t Recruit | | My. Reed ” 

i 


od Recruit Mr. Butler ” 


Silvia | Mrs. Bellamy 
Melinda | 1, | Mrs. Wrightfon 
Lucy | °Y | Mrs. Reynolds 
Rofe | | Mrs. Moreau 


Thefe were the main Body of the Theatrical 

Army in its firft March, tho’ feveral Auxilia- 
ries join’d them afterwards. 

The Theatre in Smock-alley * was built by 

a voluntary Subfcription. The Architect has 

confidered 


x Since dead. 

¥ Now in his Majefty’s Navy. 

2 Died in England. 

@ The proper Name is Orange-/treet; but it took the 


Appellation of Swock-alley from Mother Bungy, of infa- 


mous | 
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confidered the Building more for the real In- 


tention of the Proprietors, I mean for Profit : 
The Cavea, or that Part where the Audience | 
fit, is much more convenient than that of ce 
Aungier-ftreet, and will contain a fifth Part A 
/more in Number than the latter, altho’ it does 
not appear fo to the Eye: On the contrary, 
the Stage is more cramp’d for want of Room, 
| which might have been otherwife at the firft 
| building. i 
When I came firft from England, in the 
| Year 1741. [brought over an experienc’d Ma- 
_chinift, who alter’d the Stage eae the Man- 
i ner of the Theatres in France and England, 
| and formed a Machine to move the Scenes re- 
| gularly all together; but it is fince laid afide, 
-as well asthe Flies above, which were made 
as convenient as the Theatre would admit: 
| However, the prefent Manager has form’d it as 
|} regular and convenient as the Spot w ould al- 
low of, decorated it with all the Elegance of 
| the Theatres Abroad, with proper Scenery and 
Habits, that her elder Sifters in Hvgland need 
not blufh at the Figure fhe makes. 


a 


mous Memory, and was, in her Days, a Sink of Sin; but 
a Man being found murder’d in thefe bottomle{s Pits of 
Wick ednefs, the Sheds were pulled down by the Popu- 
| lace, the unclean Vermin were banith’d, the Place purged 
of-its Infamy ; handfome Dwellings now fhew their 
Faces in a modeft Garb, and entertain modeft and re bur 
table Inhabitants; and therefore, I think, ought to lofe 
its old ftain’d Name. But if Tydurn were removed, the 
Spot would be call’d Tyburz fill. 
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This new Theatre opened with a Comedy 


call’d Love makes a Man ; 
tune: 


or, The Fop’s For 


The Parts played as follows ; 


Don Antonio | Mr. Dafh 

Don Charino | Mr. Bourne 

Carlos | Mr. Ward 

Don Lewis | b Mr. Wetherilt 

Don Duart y | Mr. Cafhel 

Clody | Mr. Sparks 

Governor Mr. Redman 

Sancho | Mr. Barrington 
Elvira Mifs Boucher | 
Lovifa by | Mrs. Ward 

Angelina Mifs Barnes ° 


| 
But fo eager were they to open (or to get Mo- | 


ney), that they began to play before the Back- | 
part of the Houfe was til’d in; which the | 
Town knowing, they had not Half an Au- | 
dience the firft Night, but mended leifurely by | 
Degrees; where we fhall leave them on the 
mending Hand, and walk to 


CAPEL-STREET. 


This Theatre was built, like an aggrieved > 
People in the State of Rebellion, their Forces | 
raifed in a Hurry, neither well cloath’d, arm’d, | 
er paid; their Fortifications fo flightly thrown | 


» Now Martin. 


up, | 
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up, did not promife a long Defence, though 
gthey had a Veteran at their Head, that might 
phave taught them Difcipline, had he taken pro- 

per Pains with his raw Soldiers; or rather, in- 
pdeed, had they been more capable of being 
ptaught: But this hafty Building was ereéted in 
pthe great Caufe of Liberty! 


pThe Love of Liberty with Life is civ’ n, 
pAnd Life itfelfs th’ inferior Gift of Heav'n, 


This Company open’d under the Sanétion 
sof the Lord Mayor of Dublin, and call’d them- 
Helves the City Company of Comedians. Their 
pfirft Play was Shake/pear’s Merchant of V. enices 


Duke Mr. Rivers 
‘Morochius Mr. Brouden 
NAntonio Mr. Townfend 
}Baffanio Mr. Marthal 
)Gratiano y | Mr. Hall 
‘Lorenzo Mr. Corry 
Shylock Mr. Wright 

) Tubal Mr. Bourne 
sLauncelot | | Mr. Morgan 
'Portia Mrs. Brouden 
Neriffa by | Mrs. Phillips 
Jeffica Mifs Lewis 


Hl fhall leave the further Mention of this The- 
jatre to the Memoirs of the worthy Projector of 
/ 2 if, 
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it, Harlequin Phillips, and end with its Neighs 
bour, 


PUNCH’s THEATRE. 


O happy Manager! whofe Servants never 
difoblige, or contradict his Will! No clas 
mouring for Parts, or Pay! No Envy reigns 
among them! No Sycophants to corrupt his 
Ears with Falfhoods, or cringing Flatterers to 
tickle his Vices, or {well his Pride and Vanity ! 
But all obey him without Self-intereft, or ever 
trouble themfelves whether they are naked, or 
cloath’d; or ever repine at the Succefs of each 
other’s Performance, or, like the Spaniards*, 


lay 


¢ A Spanifh Bifhop writes thus of the Conqueft of 
America: “ The firft Conquerors of this large new 
« World gave out, that there were mighty Giants and 
“© warlike Amazons, all of thema Race of Cannibals 
«© that fed upon human Flefh, making War on each 
‘* other for that Purpofe: But thefe Reports were fpread 
“ to cover the Inhumanity of the Spaniards, who put to 
« Death, with extreme Tortures, above Six Millions of 
“innocent, naked, harmlefs Jvdians; pretending it 
¢* was in the Service of Heaven to rob, flarve, and mur- 
‘ der the Image of their Creator; when it has been 
“ proved, their own Avarice was the Motive, when Mil- 
<‘ lions were put to Death a thoufand Ways, . becaufe 
** they could not, or would not, difcover their hidden 
<“ Wealth.” 

Thus it too often falls out among ourfelves ; when a 
poor Wretch is.half-laden with Injuries, they make up 
the 
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/ 
lay Faults on the /zdians, to cover their own 
‘Cruelty. . Mr. Punch’s Theatre has been built 
and occupy’d by thefe decent and well-be- 
jhav’d Performers feveral Years, It goes by 
the Name of the firft Founder, StRETCH, as 
the Coffee-houfes in London {till go by the 
iINames of Tom’s, Whites, and Will’s; tho’ 
ithe Names of their prefent Mafters may be 
ifack, Sam, or Ned: However, it intimatts, 
jthat the firft were eminent in their Stations; 
jand it expreffes Modefty in the Survivors, in 
lowning it, by continuing ‘heir Names, rather 
than their owz. 

Thus has this opulent City of Dublin every 
| innocent Diverfion, that may ‘unbend the Mind, 
fequal to any City of Europe, leaving the Ita- 
lia ya Opera out, which can neither produce 
| Mirth or Sorrow,: Pity or Compaffion. ay ef 
ihere is Mutic, in- Perfection, converted to a 
better Ufe than in Britain, which produces a 
double Pleafure—the Charms of Harmony, and 
| the Means to relieve the Poor. 
| I have been in moft Parts of the World in 
| my Youth, and in every Place of Note Ihave | 
touch’d at (as the Sailors term it) have found : 
| the Natives of thisKingdom in Places of Truft i 


/and Power, venerated and efteemed by all, I 


| the other Half-burden with Falfhoods, and very hu- 
| manly throw on a Weight that intirely finks him, 


D 


2 
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inail therefore conciude with two Lines of that 
celebrated French Author Monfieur Voltaire * 


Pople Ma albeur eux, doux, genereun, et vaillant, 
Ein tous lieux ex tec mais par tout triomphant. 
Paral Wea, 

cace! brave, generous, ahd trues 
lho’ Exiles in eachClime; thro’ all, fubdue.?? 


¢ | have mentioned this Author, in another Part of the 
Vo1 Ks as an Exile; but have learn’d fince, that his Ba- 
fiment is repealed, and he is made Hifforiographer to 


aha £ rh 
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MEMOIRS of the principal 


I 
Performers on the SraGe., 


Joseru ASHBURY, Efq; 


HIS worthy Gentleman was born in 

London, the Year 1638. of an antient 
Family. His Father married a near Relation 
of that great Scholar and Soldier, Sit Walter 
Raleigh, who was firft Gentleman to that Duke 
of Buckinghain, that was kill’d by Lieutenant 
| elton in the Reign of King Charles the Firft. 
| The Gentleman I am about to give an Ac- 
/count of, was fent very young to * Afon- 
| School, near Windfor, where he received a gen- 
tee! Education, being very well inftructed in 
claffical Learning. After the Death of his Fa- 
ther, his Friends procur’d him a Pair of Co- 
lours in the Army under the Duke of Ormond, 
which was the firft Time of his coming into 


4 The School of Eton was founded by that unfor- 
tunate King Henry the Sixth, eminent to a Degree for 
| producing Men of great Learning. Tis feated on the 
delightful River of Thames in Buckinghamfbire, over- 
againft Wind/or in Berkfhire ; it is called Eton-College. 
The Chapel is a-handfome Gorhic Pile, with an Organ 
| and Choir. This Place is ranked as the firft Free- 
School in the King’s Dominions. It feems by drt and 
Nature form’d for Study ; its fhady Walks public or 
private, large Gardens, Orchards, Groves, and the 
limpid River, are natural Calls for Learning, 
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this Kingdom, in the laft Year of Oliver 
Cromwell's Adminittration. 


S 
7. 

Mr. A/boury was one of the Number of Of- 
ficers that feiz’d the Caftle of Dudlin,when Go- 
vernor ‘ones was made Prifoner, and fecur’d in 
Behalf of King Charles 11. He was made Lieu- 
tenant of Foot of a Company granted by that 
Monarch tothe City of Dudlin,in the Year 1660. 
and 1662. the Duke of Ormond, thethen Lord 
tieutenant, made him one of the Gentlemen of 
his Retinue, and Deputy-Mafter of the Revels 
under Fobn Ogilby, Efq; fome time after. 

In the Year 168 2. at the Death of the Mafter 
of the Revels, through Mr. A/bbury’s Intereft 
with the Duke of Ormond, he was made Pa- 
tentee, and Mafter of the Revels in this King- - 
com. His firft Wife was Sifter to an eminent 
Actor of that Time (Mr. Richards), by whom 
he had two Children, who died in their Infan- 
cy; and the Mother of them, being a very in- 
firm Woman, was not long after the Death of 
her fecond Child before fhe left the World. 

Mr. Ajbbury continued a Widower many 
Years, till, fixing his Eyes upon Mifs Dar- 
fing, a blooming young Gentlewoman, Daugh- 
ter to the Reverend Mr. Darling, Dean of Em- 
ly, by this Lady he had two Sons, the eldeft 


EL 


“n 
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Race (Mr. Richard Afbbury) is Deputy Ath- 
fone Purfuivant, and an eminent Undertaker 
in 


Jofeph Afhbury, 
in Capel-ftreet*. His only Daughter was 
married to Mr. Thomas Elrington. 

Mr. A/bbury was not only the principal 4Zfor 
in his Time, but the beft Teacher of the Rudi- 
ments of that Science in the three Kingdoms. 
I fpeak not from my own Judgment, but that 
of many others, as Mr. Wilks, Mr. Booth, Mr. 
Keene, &c. ‘To prove this, give me leave to 
infert a Letter from Mr. Wilks to Mr. Afbbury 
concerning Mr. William Wilks his Nephew °. 


E/q 8x 


To Jofeph Afhbury, E/g,; Majrer of the Re- 
vels, Dublin. 


: Have no Pretence to ask a Favour of Mr.’ 
. Afebury, but that he has a thoufand times 


© oblio’d me. I take the Liberty, therefore, 
© to recommend the Bearer, my Nephew ‘, 
© to you for your Countenance and Favour : 

a The firft Part of this Account I gathered from Mr. 
Fofeph Afbburys own Mouth when I was a young Man 
under his Direétions in this Kingdom, about four Years 
before his Death, when he livd at the Bow/sing-Green- 
| Houfe, Oxmantown, Since built upon ; then, I believe, 
the fineft Spot of its Kind in the whole Univerte. 

b I was favoured with this Letter by Mr. Richard 
Afbbury the Son. 

¢ Mr. William Wilk:, the Nephew mentioned in this 
Letter, came over here, and play’d feveral Parts in the 
Old Smock-allzy Theatre ; and, tho’ young and genteel, 
he was only the Shadow of his Uncle, and his Name 
befriended him more than his Abilities. He return’d to 
England, after a Yeas’s Probation here, and was en- 
tered one of the Company in Drury-lane, at thirty Shil- 
lings a Week, and died before he had reached his 30th 
Year, ora higher Salary. He was a good Scholar, and 
hada tolerable Knack of Rhyming to bis Puy Luis. 


Tye ‘ie 
D 5 ; He 


i ie 
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‘ He was bred an Attorney, but is unhappily 
“ fallen in Love with that fickle Miftrefs the 
‘ Stage, and no Arguments can diffuade him 
from it. [haverefus’d to give him any Coun- 
tenance, in Hopes that Time and Experience 
might cure him: But fince I find him de- 
termined to make an Attempt fomewhere, 

no one, I am fure, is able to give him fojuft a 
© Notion of the Bufinefs as Mr. 4/bury ; and 
indeed I am proud to own, that all the Succefs 
I have met with, both with you, and in Eng- 
land, on the Stage, has been intirely owing 
to the early Impreffions I received from You. 

‘ If you find that my Nephew wants either 
Genius, or any other neceffary Qualification, 
T 
BA 


¢ 
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beg, dear Sir, that you will freely tell him 
us Difabilities ; and then it is poffible, he 
¢ aay) 


ay more eafily be perfuaded to return to 
us Friends and Bufinefs, which I am in- 


< ( 
7 
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a Mr. Fofeph Trefufis was the original Trapland in 
Love for Love, and a well-efteem’d low Comedian (a 
‘Theatrical Term to diftinguifh that Branch from the Gen- 
teel) ; and was famous for Dancing an aukward Coun- 
try Clown. He wasan experienced Angler. Ashe was 
hihing by the Lfy Side, fome Friends of his were go- 
ing in a Boat in order toembark for England. Fo, feeing 
them, called to them to take him in, that he might fee 
them fafe on board. He gave his Fifhing-Rod to a 
¥riend on Shore, to take care of till his Return ; but jo, 
it feems, was prevailed upon by his Companions to make 
the Journey to London with them, with his Fifhing- 
cloaths 


Jofeph Athbury, £/4; 82 
ney’s End ; and [ had taken care to furnifh 
him with what was neceffary, for which I 
neither expect or defire any Return; *tis fuf- 
© ficient that you efteem it a Kindnefs, and I 
¢ wih it were in my Power to lay a more laft- 
¢ ing Obligation upon Mr. Afbdury, or any of 
¢ his Family. My mofthumble Service to the 
¢ deareft Part of you — In plain Terms— your 
¢ Wife—to Mr. E/rington'and his Fanny— and 
© pray believe, that I fhall be ready on all Oc- 
¢ cafions, to fhew how much Iam, dear Sir,, 
your oblig’d and faithful humble Servant, 

London Dec. 

6, 1714. 

When the Earl of Wharton was Lord Lieu- 
tenant, fome needy Courtier try’d all his In- 
terett to be made Matter of the Revels ; in- 
fomuch that Mr. A/bbury was greatly alarm’d 
at it, which was faid to proceed from a Re- 
port of his Death. ‘Therefore, in the 74th 
Year of his Age he embark’d for England to- 
folicit the Queen. 


A A 


RoperrT WILKS. 


Cloaths upon his Back, not a fecond Shirt, and but 
feven Shillings in his Pocket. His Companions lett him 
at London, and Mr. Wilks found him gazing at the Dial 
in the Square of Cowent-Garden. He hardly knew him 
at firft (as Mr. Wilks told me) but by his particular Gait... 
which was beyond Imitation. When he aiked him how 
he came there, and in that Pickle; Hum! ba! why 
faith, Bobby, reply’d Fo, Loaly came from Dublin #0 fee 


a 7 
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avbat itwas oClock at Covent-Garden. However, Mr. 
Wilks new-cloath’d him, fupply’d him with Mapey, and 


LLU Vy 
fert him back, as mentioned in the above Letter, be- 
¢ ‘9d I Os teal Age arn Oe 
fore he receiv’d Mr. 4fbury’s Letter to fupply him. 
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He arrived at Cheffer, from whence he fent 
the following Letter to his Wife concerning 
the Affair. 

* Chefter, Odfober 13. 1713. 

My Dear, 

, T FI IS 1s only to let you know that Iam 

fafely arrived at Cheffer, where I had 
‘ the good Fortune to meet with Sir Fobn 
‘ Stanley, who was well pleafed to fee me. Af- 
* ter I had told him the Caufe of my Journey 
‘ relating to my Patent, he bid me be affured, 
he would render me all the good Offices in 
* his Power, and was of the Opinion it lay in 
* the Will of the Duke of Shrewsbury our good 
Lord Lieutenant, without giving our gra- 
cious Queen the leaft Trouble concerning it. 
© This Morning I had the Honour of a Vifit 
‘ from Mr. Kightly and Sir Richard Levinze, 
* who are of the fame Opinlon with Sir Zohn, 
‘ and have both promifed me their utmoft 
‘ Affiftance. Good Mr. Kighily tells me, he 
* will put her Majefty ix mind of ber old Ma/- 
ter”, as he was pleafed to call me. Iam fo 
* well fatisfy’d in the Affair, that I would re- 
* turn to thee on the firft Opportunity, if I 
« had not refolved to fee my Sifter, and my 
© Son Lom Elrington’s Father and Mother. 


4 I received this from the fame Hand with the other. 

> Mr. Afbury taught the Queen, when fhe was Prin- 
cefs dune, the Part of Semandra in Mithridates King of 
Pontus, which was aéted at Court by Perfons of the firft 
Rank in the Banqueting-Houfe, Whitehall, where Mr. 
Ajebury was Prompter, and conduéied the Whole. 


‘ Thou 
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< Thou knoweft it is troublefome to me to 
« write ; but to fatisfy thee in thy longing De- 
© fire to hear from me, I take the Trouble 
© with Pleafure. I remain thine for ever, 

‘ JosepuH ASHBURY, 


© My Bleffing to all my dear Children,’ 


Mr. A/bbury fuceeded Mr. Darling as Stew- 
ard of the King’s-Inns, a Poft of good Profit. 
I had not the Pleafure of knowing this great 
Man but till the latter Part of his Life ; yet, 
notwithftanding his great Age, I havefeen him 
perform feveral Parts with the utmoft Satisfac- 
tion; andtho’ at his Years it could not be ex- 
pected the Fire of Youth and Vigour fhould 
blaze out, yet Truth and Nature might be 
feen in a juft Light. . His Perfon was of an 
advantageous Height well-proportioned anc 
manly ; and, notwithftanding his great Age, 
ereét ; a Countenance that demanded a reve- 
rential Awe, a full and meaning Eye, pier- 
cing, tho’ not in its full Luftre ; and yet I have 
feen him read Letters, and printed Books, with- 
out any Affiftance from Art 3 a fweet-found- 
ing manly Voice, without any Symptoms of 
his Age in his Speech. I have feen him ac- 
quit himfelf in the Part of Carele/s in the Com- 
mittee {o well, that his Years never ftruck upon 
Remembrance. And his Perfon, Figure, and 
Manner in Dow Quixote wereinimitable. The 
Ufe of a fhort Cloak in former Fafhions on the 
Stage feem’d habitual to him, and in Comedy 
he feemed to wear it in Imagination, which 


often 


i 
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often produced Action, tho’ not ungraceful, 
particular and odd to many of the Audience; 
yet in Tragedy thofe Aétions were left off, and 
every Motion manly, great, and proper. 
Mrs. Afbbury, even in her noon-tide Sun, 
had an taba Perfon, a fweet, innocent, mo- 
deft,. winning Countenance ; ahi having fo 
reat a Matter in the A rt, was ever juft in 
Speech and Action, without climbing to the 
Summit of Perfection ; yet I have feen her 
perform one Part that feem’d a finith’d Ori- 
ginal, where all fince have appeared to me but 
excellent Copies (if I may ufe the Term), that 
, Mrs. Pinch chwife in Wycherly’s Comedy of 
the Country Wife. 

Fofepe Afobury, Eig; died Fuly 7 1720. 
in the 82d Year of his Age, retaining his Jude- — 
rent to the laft Moment of his Life. Mrs. 4/- 
bury lor viv'd him afew Years, bewailing his 
Lofs till fhe fol low ‘d him to the Grave. This 
ereat ‘Man-was Matter of the Revels to Five 
Monarchs of England, viz. K. Charles Il. K. 
Laon Ll. K. William, Q. dane, and K. George 
the Firft. I fhall lead him to his Grave, with 

the fol! owing Poem on his lamented Death. 


fds diftant Thunder in a rolling Cloud, 

Firft murmurs inwa wdly, ieee roars aloud ; 
Till ibe sere Clap frights ev’ry mortal Ear, 
And Jeri kes them with ajuft and panic Fear: 

Su uch was the fad diftratted News which bore 
tidings to us —- Athbury’s uo more ! 

The Mufes {peechlefs to bis Shrine repair, 
Evin Art, and Wt f, taud filent Mourners there 
Yet 
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Yet bolder Zeal will Bands of Duty break, 
And Gratitude has Liberty to {peak : 

True Paffion too can Infpiration bring : 

"Twas Grief firft taught the Nightingale to fing ~= 
From his, as from fome Hero’s awful Tomb, 

| Ev'n my dead Mufe fhall vital Warmth refume. 
When firft in Learning’s Orb his Luftre blaz d, 
~The World look’d up, tranfported and amaz’d! 
His Words, as if infpir’d, Impreffion made ; 

| Ulyfiles’ Skill, without bis Craft, difplay’d : 
His Counfelsne’ er werevarnifh'd oer with Ari, ) 
With Policy he frill did Truth impart, 

Spoke Oracles, but always [poke his Heart. 

By Fudgment’s Compafs ev’ ry Cour fe be fer’ d, 
And watch d the Signals ere the Storm appear d. 
His Prudence oer the Surges did prevail, 
With Ballaft fill proportion d to his Sail —~ 
Precipitately ne’ er affum’d a Truf, 

To promife, flow ; but in Performance juft s 
By Grace injirucied, and by Nature mild ; 
Nor relifh’d Life, but when be reconcil’ d. 
His Life and Afpett did juft Patterns give, 
What Figures we foould make, and how to live, 


Mr. ANTONY Aston, commonly 
called Tony. 


| HIIS Perfon was bred an Attorney in 
England ; but, having a Smattering of 
Wit and Humour, he left the Study of the 
Law for Partson the Stage. He ftrain’d forth 
a Comedy which was acted cn the Theatre in 
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Smock-alley, call’d Love in a Hurry, but with 
no Succefs, He play’d in all the Theatres in 
London, but never continued long in any ; his 
Way of living was peculiar to himfelf and Fa- 
mily, reforting to the principal Cities and 
Towns in England with his Medley, ashe call’d 
it, which confifted of fome capital Scenes’ o 

Humour out of the moft celebrated Plays. His 
Company were generally compos’d of his own 
Family, himfelf,his W ifeand Son ; between every 
Scene, a Song or Dialogue of his own Compo- 
fition, fill’d up the Chinks of the flender Meal. 
He pretended a Right to every Town he enter- 
ed ; and ifaCompany came to any Place where 
he exhibited his Compofitions, he would ufe all 
his Art to evacuate the Place of thefe Interlo- 
pers, ashecalledthem. He wasnever out of 
his Way ; or if he met with a fightly Houfe 
when he was Itinerant, he would foon find the 
Name, Title, and Circumftances of the Fami- 
ly, curry them over with his humorous Verfe, 
and by that means get fomething to bear his 
Charges to his next Station. His Finances, 
like thofe of Kingdoms, were fometimes at the 
Tide of Flood, and as often at low Ed. In one, 
where his Stream had left the Chanel dry, yet 
ready to launch out ona trading Voyage with- 
out a Cargo, or Provifion, he called up his 
Landlord, to whom there was fomething due, 
told him of his Loffes in his prefent Voyage, 
and being fent for to another Place, defired he 
would lend him a fmallSum upon his Wardrobe 
(which he fhew’d him in a large Box) ten times 
the 
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the Value of the Debt owing, or the Sum bor- 
row’d. Thehonett Landlord, feeing a proper 
Security, eafily comply’d, gave him the Sum 
demanded, lock’d up the Trunk, put the Key 
in his Pocket, and retired. But as no Veffel 
can make a Voyage without Sails, and other. 
proper Materials, he had contriv’d a falfe Bot- 
tom tothis great Box, took out the Stuffing, 
and by Degrees, fent off his Wardrobe by his 
| Emiffaries, unperceiv’d. And thatthe Weight 
fhould not deteét him, he filled up the Void 
with Cabbage-ftalks, Bricksand Stones cloath’d 
in Rags to prevent moving, when the Vehicle 
-was to be taken the next Morning into the 
Landlord’s Cuftody. Every thing fucceeded 
to his With, and away went ony, but far wide 
of thePlace he mentioned to mine Hoft. A 
Week was the ftated Time of Redemption, 
which the Landlord faw elapfe with infinite Sa- 
tisfaction (for he had a Bill of Sale of the Con- 
tents in the Trunk); he open’d it with great 
Pleafure ; but when he faw the fine Lining ! 
he was motionlefs, like a Statue carv’d by a 
'bungling Hand. He had recourfe to Re- 
venge. A Bailiff with proper Directions was 
fent to the Place mentioned ; but if he had 
difcover’d the leaft Wit in his Anger, he might 
have thought Zozy knew better than to tell 
him Truth. I only mention this little Story, 
to let the Reader know the Shifts the Ltimerant 
Gentry are fometimes put to. For Z ony, when his 
Finances wereinOrder,and cur’d of theConfump- 
tion, honeftly paid him, I have had this Tale 
both 
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both from Tony and the Landlord, who then 
Kept the Black- Boy! {nn at Chelmsford in Effex. 
If Tony by chance ever came to a Town 
where a Con npany of Showmen (as People oft 
call them) had got in before him, he prefent- 
ly declar’d War with them ; and _ his general 
Conditions of Peace were, that they fhould 
act a Play for his Benefit, that he might leave 
the Siege, and march with his {mall Troop 
to fome other Place. And as he was a Perfon 
of Humour, and a proper Affurance, he ge- 
nerally, like a Cat, fkimm’d off the fat 
Cream, and left the lean Milk to thofe that 
ftay’d behind. I believe he is Travelling ftill 
and is as well known in every Town, as the 
Poft-Horfe that carries the Mail. He fhall 
make his Exit with the two following Lines. 


If various Dealers the fame Goods exhibit, 
They wifh each other dangling on a Gibbet. 


BARTON Booty, Efq; 


HiIS excellent Tragedian was Son to 

Fobn Booth, Efg; of thie County Palatine 
of Lancafter, a Branch of the Warrington Fa- 
mily. He was born in the Year 1681. in that 
County ; but foon after his Birth his Father 
and Family removed to Weftminfter, and, 
that celebrated School, the Son received his 
Education, under the Correétion (as he call’d 
it) of the great Dr. Bu/by and Dr. Kwipe. He 
in- 


Mr. Booth, Or 
inform’d me, the firft Look he caft towards the 


Theatre, was from the Applaufe he received 


in performing in the Andria of Terence in La- 
tin at Weftminfter-School, which perverted his 


_ Thoughts from the Pulpit, for which his Fa- 


ther intended him. At Seventeen he was chofe 


|out for the Univerfity, and had Orders to 
prepare for his Journey ; but his Inclinations 


prevented the Defigns of his Friends. 
He firft apply’d to Mr. Bettertou, then to 


Mr. Smith, ‘Two celebrated Actors; but they 
decently refus’d him for Fear of the Refent- 


ment of his Family : But this did not prevent 
his purfuing the Point in View ; therefore he 
refolv’d for Ireland, and fafely arrived in Zune 
1698. His firft Rudiments Mr. 4hdury taught 
him, and his firft Appearance was in the Part 
of Orconoko, where he acquitted himfelf fo well 
to a crouded Audience, that Mr. Afbbury re- 
warded him with a Prefent of Five Guineas, 
which was the more acceptable as his laft Shil- 
ling was reduced to Brafs (as he inform’d me). 
But an odd Accident fell out upon this Occa- 
fion. It being very warm Weather, in his laft 
Scene of the Play, as he waited to go on, he 
inadvertently wiped his Face, that, when he 
enter’d, he had the Appearance of a Chimney- 
Sweeper (his own Words), At his Entrance, 


_he was furpris’d at the Variety of Noifes he 


heard in the Audience (for. he knew not what 


he had done), that’a little confounded him, till 
he received an extraordinary Clap of Applaufe, 
which fettled his Mind. The Play was defir’d 
for 


02 Mr. Booth. 


for the next Night of Acting, when an Atrefs 
fitted a Crape to his Face, with an Opening 
proper for the Mouth, and fhap’d in Form for 
the Nofe; but, in the firft Scene, one Part of 
the Crape flip’d off: And Zounds! faid he (he 
was a little apt to {wear), I look’d like a Mag- 
pie! When I came off, they Lamp-black’d me 
for the reft of the Night’, that I was flayed 
before it could be got off again. 

He remained here near Iwo Years, and, in 
that Time, by Letters, reconciled himfelf to 
his Friends in Exgland, and return’d with 
great Theatrical Improvement, where he gra- 
dually ftept to Perfection. In 1704. he mar- 
ry’d the Daughter of Sir Wm. Barkham, Bart. 
an antient Family in the County of Norfolk, 
who died without Iffue in the Year 1711. 
Pyrrbus in the Diftreft Mother plac’d him in 
the Seat of Tragedy, and Cato fix’d him there ; 
and, to reward his Merit, he was join’d in 
the Patent, tho’ great Intereft was made againft 
him by the other Patentees ; who, to prevent 
his foliciting his Patrons at Court, then at 
Windfor, gave out Plays every Night, where 
Mr. Booth had a principal Part. Notwith- 
{tanding this Step, he had a Chariot and Six 
of a Nobleman’s waiting for him at the End 
of every Play, that whipt him the Twenty 
Miles in three Hours, and brought him back 
to the Bufinefs of the Theatre the next Night. 


1 The Compofition for blackening the Face are Ivory- 
black and Pomatum, which is, with fome Pains, clean’d 
with frefh Butter. 


He 
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He told me, not one Nobleman in the Kingdom 
had fo many Sets of Horfes at Command as he 
had at that Time, having no lefs than Eight; 
the firft Set carrying him to Hounflow from 
London, Ten Miles; and the next Set ready 
waiting with another Chariot to carry him to 
Windfor. 

He had a vaft Fund of Underftanding as 
well as Good-nature, and a perfuafive Elocu- 
tion even in common Difcourfe, that would 
even compel you to believe him againft your 
Judgment of Things. Notwithitanding his 
Eixuberance of Fancy, he was untainted in his 
Morals. In his younger Years he admir’d none 
of the Heathen Deities fo much as Folly Bac- 
chus ; to him he was very devout ; yet, if he 
drank ever fo. deep, it never marr’d his Study, 
or his Stomach. But, immediately after his 
Marriage with Mifs Santlow, whofe wife Con- 
duct, Beauty, and winning Behaviour, fo 
wrought upon him, that Home: and her Com- 
pany, were his chief Happinefs, he intirely 
contemn’d the Folly of Drinking out of Seafon, 
and from one Extreme fell, I think, into the 
other too fuddenly ; for ne Appetite for Food 
had no Abatement. I have often known Mrs. 
Booth, out of extremeT endernefs to him, order 

the Table to be remov’d, for fear of over- 
charging his Stomach. 

His profound Learning was extr aordinary, 
fince he left School at Seventeen, took to the 
Stage at Eighteen, and, by his own Confeffion, 
that the Bufinels of the Stage, Joined with his 
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Devotion to Bacchus, had taken up moft of his 
Time fince, yet I have feen him take a Claffic, 
and render it in fuch elegant Eagh/b, that no 
Tranflator would hardly excel. I will fet down 
his Character from a Paper call’d the Prompzter, 
by Aaron Hill, Efa; whofe Writings will be a 
living Monument of his own Merit. 

“¢ Mr. Booth was a Man of a ftrong, clear, 
«© and lively Imagination. His Converfation 
°¢ was lively and inftructive: He had the Ad- 
“* vantage of a finifh’d Education to improve 
“¢ and illuftrate the bountiful Gifts of Nature. 
‘* ‘Two Advantages diftinguifhed him in the 
‘* ftrongeft Light, from the reft of the Frater- 
*¢ nity. He had Learning to underftand per- 
‘¢ feétly whatever it was his Part to fpeak, 
«¢ and Judgment to know how far it agreed or 
“© difagre ed with his Character. Hence arofe 
ee a peculiar Grace, which was vifible to every 
<e Spettator, tho’ fe were at the Pains of ex- 
<¢ amining into a Caufe of their Pleafure. He 
“* could foften, tr flide over, with a kind of 
“¢ elegant Nebtsetee the Improprieties in 
Bei hh) Part he a€ted ; while, on the contrary, he 
«© would dwell with Energy upon the Beauties, 
“¢ as if he exerted a latent Spirit, which had 
*¢ been kept back for fuch an Occafion, that 
1B he syle alarm, waken, and tranfport, in 
“* thofe Places only, where the Dignity of his 
<* own good Senfe could be fupported with 
** that of his Author. A little Refle€tion up- 
“¢ on this remarkable Quality, will teach us to 
** account for that manifeft Languor which has 
“¢ fomer 
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fometimes been obferved in his A@tion; and 
which was generally, tho’, I think, falfly, 
imputed to the Indolence of his Temper. 
For the fame Reafon, tho’ in the cuftomary 
Round of his Bufinefs he would condefcend 
to fome Parts in Comedy, he feldom ap- 
pear’d in any of them with much Advantage 
to his Character. The Paffions which he 
found in Comedy, were not ftrong enough 
to excite his Fire; and what feem’d Want 
of Qualification, was only Abfence of Im- 
preffion. Fle had a Talent of difcovering 
the Paffions where they lay hid in fome ce- 
Jebrated Parts by the injudicious Praétice of 
other Actors ; when he had difcover’d, he 
foon grew able to exprefs them: And his 
Secret for attaining this great Leffon of the 
Theatre, was an Adaption of his Looks to 
his Voice, by which artful Imitation of Na- 
ture, the Variations in the Sound of his 
Words gave Propriety to every Change in 
his Countenance: So that it was Booth’s 
Excellence to be heard and feen the fame, 
whether as the pleas’d, the griev’d, the pi- 
tying, the reproachful, or the angry. His 
Gefture, or, as it is commonly call’d, his 
Action, was but the Refult and neceffary 
Confequence of his Dominion over his Voice 
and Countenance ; for having, by a Concur- 
rence of Two fuch Caufes, impreffed his Ima- 
gination with fuch a Stamp and Spirit of 
Paffion, his Nerves obey’d the Impulfe by 
a kind of natural Dependency, or relaxed 
4. GG or 
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<< or braced fucceffively into all that fine Ex- 
<¢ preffivenefs with which he painted what he 
« {poke without Reftraint, or Affectation.” 
As a Proof of Mr. Booth’s Learning, | am 
defired to infert the Latin Infcription wrote by 


him on the Death of Mr, Smith ™ the dior, 
with 


m This Gentleman, Mr. Smith, was zealoufly at- 
tach’d to the Intereft of King Fames the Second, and 
ferved in his Army asa Volunteer, with ‘T’wo Servants, 
After the Abdication, Mr. Smith return’d to the Thea- 
tre, by the Perfuafion of many Friends, and the Defire 
of the Town, who admired his Performance. The firft 
Charaéter he chofe to appear in was that of W7/more in 
the Rover, his original Part in that Comedy ; but, being 
informed that he fhould be maltreated on account of his 
Principles, he gave Orders for the Curtain to drop, if 
any Difturbance fhould come from the Audience. Ac- 
cordingly the Play began in the utmoft Tranquillity ; 
but when Mr. Smith entered in the Firft A&, the Storm 
began with the ufual Noife upon fuch Occafions (an Up- 
roar not unknown to all Frequenters of Theatres, and 
by Time mightily improved by a particular Set that de- 
light in that agreeable Harmony, as pleafing to the Ear, 
as a Sow-gelder’s Horn, that fets all the Village Curs to 
imitate the Sound); Mr. Smith gave the Signal, the 
Curtain dropp’d, and the Audience difmifs’d. No Per- 
fuafions could prevail upon him to appear on the Stage 
again, till that great Poet, Mr. Congreve, had wrote his 
Comedy of Love for Love, which was in the Year 1695. 
more than three Years void from the above Accident. 
This celebrated Author prevailed upon feveral Perfons 
of the Firft Rank to move Mr. Smith to appear in the 
Yhara&er of Scandal in that excellent Comedy: But he 
yielded more to the Perfuafions of his fincere Friends, 
Mr. Betterton and Mrs. Barry, and accepted the Part; 
and his inimitable Performance added one Grace to the” 

Play. He took his Station. in many Plays afterwards, 
for, I think, three Years. He died of a Cold, ecca- 
| fino’d 
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with a fhort Account of him, as I receiv’d it 
from Mr. Benjamin Hujband. 


Scenicus eximius, 
Regnante Carolo Secundo : 
Bettertono Coetaneus €f Amicus, 
Nec non propemodum A:qualis : 
Haud ignobile ftirpe oriundus, 
Nec Literarum rudis Humaniorum, 
Rem Scentcam 
Per multos feliciter Annos adminiftravit, 
Jufioque moderamine, &F morum fuavitate, 
Omnium intra Theatrum 
Odbjfervantiam, extra Theatrum laudem, 
Ubique benevolentiam €S aimorem, fibi conciliavit. 


In Englifh, 


An excellent Actor 
Flourifhed in the Reign of Charles the Secoud: 
Betterton’s Cotemp orary and Friend, 
And very near him in Merit: 
Sprung from a genteel Family, 
And no Stranger to Literature. 
In the Management of the Theatre 
Heacquitted himfelf many Years, with deferved 
Succefs 5 
And, by a juft Deportment, and Sweetnefs of 
Temper, 
fion’d by a violent Fit of the Cramp; for when he was 
firft feiz’d, he threw himfelf out of Bed, and remained 
{o long before the Cramp left him (in that naked Con- 
dition), that a Cold fell upon his Lungs, a Fever enfu’d, 
and Death releas’d him in three Days after. 


ie 
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Gained the Refpect of all within the Theatre, 
The Applaufe of thofe without ; 

And every-where claimed the Friendthip 
And Affe&tion of Mankind. 


¥ 
f 
+ 


= 


hall give a Coup! e of Songs as a Speci- 
nen ot his Tal e in Englif/h Poetry, among 
many that do not occur to my Memory. The 
Source of them both {prung from his growing 
Paffion for the amiable Mits Santlow, before 
their Marriage. 


The Firt SONG 


(oer then a Look create a Thought 

‘ Which Time can ne’ er remove: 2 

Yes, foolifh mute! again thou’rt caught, 
if ‘gain thou bleed ft for Love. 


fees the Conqueft of her Eyes 

ye beals the Hi ‘ounds fhe paves 
She fintles whene’ er my Blufbes rife, 

And, fighing, founs ber Slave. 


Then, Swain, be bold! and ftill adore ber, 
Still the fying fair pur fue: 

Love, and triendfpip, frill implore ber, 

Pleading Night and Day for you. 


A ff ‘Be ee 
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The Second SON G. 
I 


WHET are the Charms of her I love, 


More fragrant than the Damask Rofe s 


A 


Soft as the Down of Turtle-Dove, 
Gentle as Winds when. Zephyr blows ; 

Refrefbing as defcending Rains, 

On Sun-burnt Climes, and thirfty Plains. 


II. 
True as the Needle to the Pale, 
Or as the Dial to the Sun; 
Conftant as gliding Waters roll, 
Whofe {welling Tides obey the Moon: 
From ev'ry other Charmer free, 
|My Life, and Love, foall follow thee. 


Il. 
The Lamb the flow’ry Thyme devours, 
The Dam the tender Kid purfues ; 
Sweet Philomel, in fhady Bow’rs, 


With verdant Spring ber Notes renews: 


ll follow what they moft admire 
az ag) ) 
As I purfue my Soul's Defrre. 


Li. 


Nature muft change her beauteous Face, 


And vary as the Seafons rife ; 
As Winter to the Spring gives Place, 


Summer th’ Approach of Autumn flies: 


T ’ 7; as 
No Change on Love the Seafons bring, 
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ie 
Devouring Time, with ftealing Pace, 
Makes lofty Oaks and Cedars bow ; 
And Marble Tow’rs, and Gates of Brafs, 
In bis rude March be levels low: 
But Time, deftroying far and wide, 
Love from the Soul can ne'er divide. 


Vis 
Death, only, with his cruel Dart, 
The gentle Godhead can remove ; 
And drive him from the bleeding Heart, 
To mingle with the Bleft above ; 
Where, known to all his Kindred Train, 
He finds a lafting Refi from Pain. 


VI. 
Love, and his Sifter fair, the Soul, 
Twin-born from Heav’n together came ; 
Love will the Universe controul, 
When dying Seafons lofe their Name: 
Divine Abodes foall own his Pow’r, 
When Time, and Death, fhall be no more. 


Mr. W. BoweENn. 


HE was born in this Kingdom 1n the Year 
1666. and play’d on the Jrifh Theatre fe- 
veral Years, He had a loud {trong Voice,which 
gave him the Title of an Actor of Spirit.” 
Thiough the Intereft of the late Duke of Or- 
mond, 


Mr. Bowen. 


mond, he got into the Revenue in London. He 
was fiery to a Fault, and paffionate to his Pre- 
judice, which drew on his own Death, by the 
unwilling Hands of Mr. Quin. Mr. Bowen 
was too tenacious, and could not brook being 
told, that the late Bex Fobufon excell’d in the 
Part of acomo in the Libertine: Tho’ it was 
given againft him by the whole Company. 
He immediately parted, fent to Mr, Quzn (in 
the Name of a Gentleman) to a neighbouring 
Tavern; when he enter’d, Bowen fhut the 
Door, clapt his Back againft it, and drew his 
Sword. Mr. Quin mildly expoftulated with 
him, but all to no Purpofe. He threaten’d to 
pin him to the Wainfcot, if he did not draw 
that Moment; which he did to defend his 
own Life, with an Intention to difarm him: 
But Bowen prefled fo furioufly upon him, that 
he receiv’d the Wound which occafion’d his 
Death three Days after. However, when the 
Lofs of Blood had weakened his Rage, he 
confefs’d his own Folly and Madnefs had juftly 
drawn on his own Misfortune; and, at the 
Tryal, Mr. Quin was honourably acquitted. 
Mr. Bowen had feveral Children by his Wife, 
nd a Boy illegitimate, who, tho’ he bore his 

Name, had none of his Care ; and therefore 
lived a diffolute Life, without the leaft Im- 
provement from Education, and juftly gain’d 
the Nick-name of Rugged-and-Tough. One 
Day a Clergyman in St. Clement Danes (a 
Church in the Strand) was catechizing the Chil- 
dren of the Parifh, where Rugged-and-Tough 
| see thruft 
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ha. ive ’ safe ag 
thruft among the reft. Rugged’s Drefs was 


none of the cleaneft; which the good Parfon 
obferving, call’d him the firft to be examin’d. 


I fhal] put the fhort Dialogue down juft as I 
had it from an Ear-witneis; fince the Que- 
itions are fhort, as well as the Anfwers, they 
will not appear very tedious. 

Parfon. What’s your Name? 

Rug. Rugged-and-T ough. 

Parfon. Who gave you that Name? 

dug. ‘The Boys of our Alley, L—d d—n 
‘em for’t. 

The good Parfon was a little furpris’d, no 
doubt ; and order’d him to wait tillthe reft of 
the Children were examin’d, intending to polifh 
Mafter Rugged-and-Tough ; but Tough, not 
hking to wait fo long, ftole off unperceiy’d. - 
All I could learn of Mr. Rugged-and-Tough 
afterwards was, that, having a great Inclina- 
tion to travel, he contrived Means to do it at 
the Charge of the Government. 


Thus bad Beginning to bad Ending tends, 
And Vice in Nature, Nature feldom mends. 


Mr. Joun BARRINGTON. 


FiIS Gentleman was sborn. of a good 
Family in the County of Corke. He was 
bred to the Law, but his ftronger Genius led 
him to the Drama, where he has prov’d him- 
felf one of its favourite Children. I think his 
firft 
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firft Commencement in the Drama was in 
Violante’s Booth (as it was then call’d) in 
George’s-Lane. Tle may be well efteem’d an 
excellent Comic Actor, of infinite Humour ; 
a much-defir’d pleafing Companion, and (what 
is not always to be met with) a Perfon of Sin- 
cerity. There is a very antient Family of 
the Barringtons in the County of Effex, in 
England; where they thew a Record,, that 
their Anceftor was inftructed in the Chriftian 
Faita by the Preaching of St. 4uguffine the 
Monk, afterwards Bifhop of Canterbury, and 
receiv'd Baptifm in the River of Thames by 
that Saint, in the Year of Redemption 597. 
This Account may, probably, be called a 
motly one; but what-of that? A good Player 
(from the Poet) may infttuct ; and, as an old 
Author writes, 


A Verfe may jind bim who a Sermon flies, 
And turn Delight into a Sacrifice. 


Mr. SPRANGER BARRY. 


“HIS Gentleman was born in Dublin. 
Fie was marry’d very young, and, con- 
fequently, fet forward in the World, perhaps, 
with too little Confideration. A lively Spirit, 
and good Senfe, are not always profperous, or 
meet with that Succefs equal to their Merit. 
Neither does the Employment of a Father 
always fit eafy upon the Son. Bufinefs is not 


Bits here- 
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hereditary. . One may gain a Fortune by the 
fame Employment that might be loft by the 
Defcendent. Our young Gentleman, by fre- 
quent Attendance at the Theatre, turned his 
Genius to the Drama. Inclination and Fanc 
are two good Inftructors, and a Willineneis 
to pleafe is doing fome Part of the Work. 
A good Perfon, and an excellent Voice, are 
great Subftantives for the Stage. 

The firft Part he perform’d in this Kingdom 
was Othello the Moor of Venice: To the fur- 
prifing Satisfaction of the general Audience, he 
teem’d a finifh’d Aétor dropt from the Clouds, 
I hear, that in Exgland he has gained the Sum- 
mit of Perfection. I would fay more upon 
the Subject, but, as he received the firft Ru- 
diments from me, I fhall be filent ; yet bor- 
row a few Lines from the Poet, that may give 
a Remembrance of his Perfon, 


Such Beauty, as great Strength thinks no 
Difgrace, 

Smil’d in the manly Features of his Face: 

His tall ftrait Body amidft Thoufands ftood, 

Like fome fair Pine, the loftieft of the Wood. 


I don’t think I can give the Reader a greater 
Pleafure, upon this Occafion, than to infert 
the following Letter upon “Mr. Barry’s firft 
Attempt on the Stage; which may ferve for 
a general Inftru¢tion to all on the Theatre. 


To 
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To Mr. Spranger Barry, from a Friend in the 
Country. 


+ ANS I lately heard you were determin’d for 
“e the Stage, my Affection for your Perfon, 
<¢ and Concern for your Misfortunes, gave Oc- 
‘© cafion to fome Reflections which may, pof- 
“¢ fibly, be of Ufe to you in this new Scene of 
“¢ Life. In the Time of Athenian Elegance, 
«¢ when Learning was in Tafte, when Liberty 
‘¢ was the Bleffing of the Public,*and the Pa- 
« rentof Arts; which Excellence, alone, found 
‘¢ Honour, Capacity, Employment, and Me- 
“© yit, Rewards; the Stage grew fuddenly 
‘© from its Infancy to Maturity, and, from be- 
<< ing encouraged, became itfelf the Encou- 
‘© yager of thofe Talents and Geniufes with 
‘¢ which it was fupply’d. It was there that each 
“© Speétator was taught his particular Conduct, 
‘© by feeing hisown Reprefentation in the ge- 
<¢ neral Picture of Life, where the Lights were 
‘© thrown alone upon Virtue, and the Shades 
“¢ upon Vice; where Great and Eminent, of 
“<< every Age, were fet up for Imitation ; where 
‘¢ every noble, tender, and exalted Sentiment, 
“6 was recorded, and daily inculcated; where 
«© Purity was invited, Obfcenity exiled ; and 
¢¢ where the Heart was attached to Virtue, by 
<< affectingly walking through all its Scenes of 
“© Misfortunes; and, laftly, exulting in its fi- 
<¢ nal Reward. No Inftitution, lefs than divine, 
s¢ could ever be of equal Efficacy, or Advan- 
5 ‘ taoes 
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tage: For when Inftru€tion becomes our 
Entertainment, then, only, it is, that Vice 
grows deteftable, and Virtue delichtfu il, from 
the Pleafure it bri ‘Ines: And hence were the 
Sentiments of the Grecian V ulgar fo exalted, 
that an immoral F xpreffion, tho’ natural] 
introduced in an immoral Character, has 
been hifs’d off the Stage. Shall we think, 
then, that where the ‘Diaithine was fo glo- 
rious, the Pr eaching was difhonourable? No, 
fure. To be an Aéor, then, was not to Lan a 
Mimi cs no Trick of Gefture, or Tone of 
Voice, could avail: Thofe of pate pcan were 
to be, by Nature, the very Perfons they re- 
pre fented ; they were to have the fame Ele- 
vation o fSoul,the fame Delicacy of Thought, 
the fame Morality of Life, the fame Huma- 
nity of Heart, and Sweetnefs of Affections, 
that could at once conftitute the Patriot, the 
Hero, the Lover, and the Friend. The 
Words only belonged tothe Author,the Sen- 
timents were, by Nature, their own; and 
hence { beh that Aptnefs of Attitude, that 
Eafe in Elocution, th: at expreffive Look,that 
eloqu lent Silence, that Freedom of A@ion, 
nd that Harmony of the Whole, which at 
once exalted, melted, and fubdued amighty 
Nation to Elegance and Virtue. W here 
fuch an Actor was found, he was juitly 
elteem’d a Bleffing to the Community. As 
his Talents were the Admiration, fo his Per- 
‘ fon was the Delight,of all People ;.in his Life 
' he was honoured, and his Pofterity provided 
‘© for, 
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‘¢ for, You will now, perhaps, be tempted to 
‘© wifh, that this was the Stage of the dthe- 
‘< wians ; butNature and Mankind are always 
<< the fame; and even on the Englifh Theatre 
‘¢ have known fome, who gain’d more Encou- 
‘© racement and Refpect as Actors, than they 
“ deferv’d as Men: But if the Members of 
«© your new Province have brought a Scandal 
“<< on their Profeffion, let it be your Study to re- 
<¢ trieve it. If I have any Judgment, you are 
“ qualified to excel in this Way; nor would f 
‘¢ have you imagine, that any will fhun you in 
‘© Private, merely becaufe you give them Plea- 
‘© {ure and Entertainment in Public. Let your 
«© Fleart be the true Model of whatever is 
‘© oreat, or good, in the Characters you re- 
‘<¢ prefent : Take Inftruction with Pleafure, 
« and Applaufe with Humility ; and then fear 
«© not to be received as the Man of Worth, 
<< and the Gentleman you have hitherto been 
‘© efteemed. J am, &c.”’ : 


Mi. Pinte R DAR DLN, 


W AS bornin Dublin, tho’ of French Ex- 
traction. He bent his Thoughts towards 
the Stage very early in Youth, and, having feen 
the Performance of the beft Actors in England, 

Ba earl eA 


upon the London Stages (where, at varlou 
Times, he has made one in moft of the The- 
atres in that City), if he has not improv’d, it 
muft be owing to himfelf, His long Inter- 

E 6 courfe 
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courfe of Theatrical A@ion has improv’d his 
Study, and few Parts become amifs to him, ei- 
ther (as Shake/pear fays) ‘* for Tragedy, Come- 
** dys Hiftory, Pattoral, Paftoral-Comical, Hi- 
ftorica]-Paftoral, Scene undividable, or Poem 
* unlimited, €%c.?? It does not become me to 
condemn, or uphold his Conduét, in private 
Life; however, I cannot avoid giving my Opi- 
nion, that fuch Difputes that have fallen out, 
need not trouble the Public in their public Di- 
verfions. I own, if a Perfon pays his Money 
for his Entertainment, he ought to enjoy it 
quietly. Ifa Cook at an Ordinary has fpoil’d 
another Perfon’s Dinner, that Perfon, I think, 
has no Right to fpoil mine; more efpecially, if 
I had made a Tinker’s Bargain, and paid for 
my Meal before-hand. Give me Leave to add 
a printed Paper on the Subject, whofe Author 


has faid much more than my Capacity will 
reach, 


(i464 


fl {mall Animadverfion on a late Affair in the 


L ‘lay hou fe. 


cc T Went, the other Night, to the Playhoufe, 
** * in full Expectation of feeing the Rebear fal 
** perform’din as high a Manner as was poffible: 
“* But, to my great Surprize, the Performance 
“was interrupted, and the Audience difap- 
“* pointed, by a Concert of moft unmufical In- 
1 ¥ . 1 wot “4 > . 
~ itruments, in the Gallery. The Caufe of this 
** Novfe and Hurly-burly was foon found to ce 
**a private Difpute between fomebody in the 
** Gallery 
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** Gallery and Bardin the Player, which Dif- 
** pute might (with the Confent of the whole 
** Theatre) have fubfitted feven Years, fo it had 
** not offended a numerousand polite Audience. 
‘* —Ifa Player, in his private Capacity, offends 
**me, will this warrant my offending a thou- 

““fand People at once? Should I have a Dif. 
| * pute at Law, or Play with Mr. G—ck, mutt 
_*° the whole Town, for this Reafon, lofe the En- 
_** tertainment of the rareft King Lear and Mac- 
** beth that ever were {een in this, or any other 
** Country? If B—z had done any unwar- 
** rantable and injurious Thing to a Gentleman, 
“¢ B—n fhould have made proper and ample 
*¢ Satisfaction, in his private Capacity, for the 
“Offence, The Audience had no Right in, 
| **nor Care for B—n, but they certainly have 
** for Prince Volfcius ; he was their Player; they 
*‘ had paid for him: The Prince had managed 
*¢ his Horfe with wondrous Dexterity, and had 
“an undoubted Right to have ridden him to 
‘the Battle. There is nothing more miftaken 
“than that Right which fome People imagine 
““they have in Theatres, and other publick 
|“ Places; for,ia Truth,their Right confifts only 
“in decently partaking of the Entertainment, 
“and, where they think it deferves it, giving 
"* a proper and timely Applaufe. It is the fame 
Right that a Man has in a Ferry-boat, that 
. *° 1s Gf he behaves himfelf properly), to be fafe- 
‘ly and pleafantly landed on ‘the oppofite 
*¢ Shore ; but, if he difturbs the Paffage,and en- 
“ dangers the Boat, the Ferryman and Paffen- 
S* gers 
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“¢ oers will certainly join, and throw him over- 
eS boar 1. A furly Swain at a Horfe-race, fan- 
*¢ fying he had a Right to any Part of the Sod, 
« would needs ride dire&t! ly in the Courfe ; the 
“¢ fir{t of the Racers threw him and his Horfe 
““twenty Yards onthe Ground; and better had 
¢¢ it been if he had died with his Horfe on the 
‘Spot; for he recerved a Lath from every 
«Whip in the Field. Every Gentleman, pro- 
<< perly habited, has a Right to go to Court; 
<¢butif a Perfon, having a Pique toa Battle-ax, 
<¢fhould breed an Uproar in the Levee- <a 
‘he would certainly have a Halberd in his 
‘¢ Guts, or be fent to the Black Hole. There 
Scan be no Excufe for doing an Injury to a 
“* Multitude. | 
‘¢ Thave often dined at a Two-difh Ordinary, - 
‘where I had a Right to partake of each; but 
“if I fhould have taken it into my Head to 
‘shave thrown one Difh at the Waiter, and 
<¢ kick’d the other about the Floor, I do verily 
<¢ believe | fhould have been kick’d downStairs. 
<< If a Gentleman (Heaven defend us!) fhould 
«© have a Quarrel on his Hands with a Porter, 
‘¢the Gentleman certainly has a Right to do 
ae “ himfeli Juitice ; but I fhould think it fome- 
‘¢ what untimely, if he fhould knock the Fel- 
‘© low down when he had a Dozen of my Wine 
‘ton his Back. Shakefpear, who well under- 
“¢ ftood the Decorum of Theatres, gives ore 
<< Advice for proper Behaviour : He fpeaks it 
“tothe Players, but he meant it to the Spec- 
*¢ tators likewife, tho’, in his Modefty, he held 
Ge it 


pe 
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“it not meet fo to fet it down... He direé&s 
‘‘them to be extremely careful not to create 
“the leaft Noife or Difturbance in the Houfe 
‘when the Play fhould be duly attended to, 
“* He concludes, that, to difturb the Hioufe, zs 
“villainous, and betrays a pitiful Ambition in 
“* the Fool that does it. 

** I am, Sirs, your bumble Servant.? 


How neceffary it is, we may fee, for Stage- 
performers to have a ftri€t Guard on their Be- 
haviour; and I have faid it before, their own 
Conduct will make them efteemed or flighted, 
will draw Regard or Infult. To ftrengthen 
my own Opinion, I fhall infert a very {mall 

Paragraph from a very late News-Paper. 


Naples, Auguft 16. 1748. 


** Oneof the Lords of the Court has been 
<¢ banifhed, for havine publickly infulted. up- 

banifhed, for having publickly infulted, up 
‘© on the New Theatre, one of the Singing- 
*¢ women of the Opera.” 


But many Things are [poke without a Thought, | 
‘That, badly confiru’d, have Confufion brought. 1 | 


~ 


Perfon has had a large Experience, 
Lime and Travel, in Exgland and Ire- 
i 


and, for improving his Theatrical Genius, He 
} 
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is decent in many Parts, and feldom offends in 
any ; is ever very perfett, a Voice ftrong and 
intelligible, not unharmonious, and may rank 
in the File of good Actors, either in Tragedy 
or Comedy 


Merit may fhine in various Beams of Light, 
in diff’ rent Men, in diffrent Roads, are right. 


Mes. BA Oe 


HIS Gentlewoman was the Natural 

pee iter of the late perfeét Comedian 
Rebert Wilks, Efg; by Mrs. Rogers, an Actrefs 
of Merit, among great Stage Performers. So 
parented, one might have expected a finifh’d 
Genius for the Stage: She, however, pleas’d 
in feveral dramatic Characters, affifted by a 
oraceful Form and Figure. In the Year 1717. 
fhe was join’d in Wedlock to Mr. Chrift opber 
Bullock, avery promifing Comedian, who died 
in the Road to Excellence. 

After various Turns of Fortune, fhe came 
over to this Kingdom, with her Daughter (now 
Mrs. Dyer). Her Perfon may put us in mind 
of her Mother; but fhe is a happy Stranger to 
any Failing of her’s. Mrs. Bullock died in this 
Kingdom in the Year 1739. 


A Scion oft proves diffrent from the Root, 
And beiter Branches will yield better Fruit. 


Milfs 
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Mifs Bellamy. 


Nes Buck estar M Xe 


TT H11IS young and amiable Actrefs was 

born in this Kingdom in the Year 1727. 
She has a moft admirable improving Genius; 
therefore it will be no Wonder, if fhe foon 
reaches the Top of Perfeétion. She has a h- 
beral open Heart, to feel and eafe the Diftreffes 
of the Wretched. How amiable muft bloom- 
ing Beauty appear, that forms the Mind with 
every moral Virtue! She has lately left this 
Kingdom, to the Regret of all Lovers of the 
Drama. Icannot he upon this Occafion, 
fetting down a few Lines from a Poem on 
| Bellamy; the Motto from Milton. 


Grace was in all her Steps, Heav’n in her Eye, 
In ev’ ry Gefture Dignity and Love. 


The Maid,in Aétion juft,in sh So firong, 
Exaéis our Wonder, and infpires our Song 
From flavifo Rules, Pirate Forms, unty 4 
She foars, with facred Nature for ker G uide. 
|The Grace-adorning Smile! the feign’d Defpair ! 
The foft ning Sigh! the Soul-diffolving Tear! 
Each magic Charm, lamented Oldfield knew, 
_Inchanting Bellamy ! revives in you. 

775 thine, O beauteous Maid! the wond’rous 
| Art, 

To fearch the Soul, and trace the various Heart > 
Wth 


ee 


ae 
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With native Grace, with unaffe fed Eafe 
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Lo form the yielding Paffions, as you ple afe. 
Oldm ixon *, Syre n-Voice, improv d by Art, 

Steals foftly on the Song- enamour a Heart 

But ab! | how weak,bow feebly, muft fhe oul 


The Maid whofe c nigh Charm confiftsin Sound! 
Or fhould Mechel ° all languifbing, advance, 
Her Limbs bic d in well-conduéied Dance 
(The Souk t touch’ a); foe may. fubdue the Sight : } 
But breathing Wite wins judgment muft unite, 


Zo vive the » Man of Reafon unconfin’ d Delight. \ 
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ctor, as wellas Author, was 


ONCE. I nie Kingdom,. many Years ago, 
x cy eh bs) 4a 
which I eather’d from his f¢ faying he Jand ed in 


; and when he afk’d what Place they 
Were in, was anfwer d, Ring fend. O! thenl 
am fure we are right ; meaning the An{wer as 


a 7 o 
a native Blunder. But, to refcue that Place 


irom tne Afperfion, I am credibly inform’d, it 
was the original Dwelli ng of a Perfon whofe 
Surname was King, and from him took its De- 


nh oe a The Father of this Gentleman 
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was a Native of Holfein?, aStatuary by Pro- 

feffion, 

Mrs. Oldmixon, a celebrated Singer from Engl .nd, 

now in Dublin 

> Mademoifelle Mechel, an agreeable D Dancer, now 
performing in Smock-alley Theatre, 

P Ho Tpei 21s a Dukedom of Loaver Saxony in Germany. 

One Part belongs to the King of Denmark, the reft to 

the 
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feffion, without his Equal in this Kingdom. 
The Figures over the Gate of Beth leew (or 
Bed aft as it is vulgarly call’d) in Moorfields, 
and the Pedettal, or - Bale, of the Monument 4, 
were carv’d by him. 


Mr. 


the Duke of Holficin. It has two Imperial Cities: The 
frit, Lubeck, a lar rge, fair, and rich Town, accumulated 
by and Navigation, feated about two Miles from 
the #altick Sea; the other City is Hamburgh upon the 
Elbe, one of the moft opulent Marts in Leaner Germ any, 
it being a free City , an d felf- “dependent. Itis very Beene ly. 
fortify’d. ‘The River B/e ebbs and flows with the Tide, 
and wafts Ships of large Burden to the Port, from all 
Parts of the World. 
q Since this is a Pillar, now the fineft in the W ‘orld, 
generally known in this Kingdom, I'll givea 
iption of it. ‘This noble Structure is nae near 
the Spot where the dreadful Fire began in the Year 1666. 
xn’d by that < eas Architect Sir Chrifopher Wren, It 
is a flute d Columa, " ‘wo hundred and two Feet hig 
t neter i the Shaft fifteen Foot, the lower 
edeftal ' Twenty-eight Foot fquare, and Forty 
Foot highs built with Portla foil Stone, finely polith’d ; 
the winding Stair-cafe within (conta‘ning 345 Steps, ten 
Inches and an half broad) Back Marble, inclos’d in the 
{piral Round with-Baluftrades of Iron, turn’d and orna- 
mented. Thirty-two Foot from the Top, isa {quare 
Balcony, fecured with Iron Rails, with their Capitalsand 
Bafes gilt. ‘The Top of this noble Pillar is crown’d with 
aFlame, gilt. On the Weft Side of the fquare Pedeftal, 
London is defcribed by the Figure of a Woman lamenting 
the Ruins of the City i Sai on one Side of her; and, 
fronting her, Loudon in all its Magnificence, rebuilt. 
This noble S sculpture was defien’d and finifh’d, in Baffo- 
telievo, by Caius Gabriel Cibber, Father to the Laureat. 
This Pillar was begun in 1671. and finifh’d in the Year 
1677. at the Charge of the Public, in Commemoration 
of that fatal Fire in 1666. on the Second, Day of § io 
tember 
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Mr. Colley Cibber, the Son of this creat Ariz, 
was born the Sixth of November 1671. in Lon- 
don; but I fhall refer the Reader to the Apo- 
logy for his own Life, printed for G. Faulkner. 


rr 


The excellent Dramatic W orks of this Author 
are, 


1. Love’s laft Shift; or, The Fool in Fa- 
fhion, 1696. 

2. Woman’s Wit; or, The Lady in Fa- 
fhion. 1697, 

3. Xerxes; a Tragedy. 1699. 

4. Love makes aMan ; or, The Fop’s For- 
tune. 1700. 
» Phe Carelefs Hufband. 1704. 

The Lady’s laft Stake; or, The Wife’s 
Refentment. 1708. 

7. The Comical Lovers, 

8. She Wou’d and the Wou’d Not ; or, 
The kind Impoftor. 

g. Richard rhe Third. 

10. The Rival Fools, 

11. Perolla and Izadora, a Tragedy. 


5 
6 


tember, which confum’d 13200 Houfes, 400 Streets, 8g 


Churches, and moft of the public Stru@tures. The Top 
of the fquare Bafe is ornamented by large Dragons, be- 
tween them the Arms of Exgland, with Engines of War 
difplay’d; Téme, with the reft of the Figures, maiterly 
finith’d ; with Loudon, reprefented in the Clouds in an- 
other Figure of a Woman looking on the City once more 
in her Glory ; form a noble Group, that cannot be de- 
{crib’d in Words, The three other Squares-are fill’d with 
Inferiptions relating to the fatal Accident (tho’ fome Aue 
thors impute it to Defign) too long to mention here. 


12. The 


riba 
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12. The Double Gallant; or, The Sick 
Lady’s Cure. 

13. The School-boy. 

14. The Nonjuror. 1917, 

15. Venus and Adonis, a Ma/que; fet to 
Mufic. 1717. 

16. Myrtilla, @ Ma/que. 1717. 

17. The Refufal; or, The Lady’s Philo- 
fophy. 1720. 

18. Ximena; or, The Heroic Daughter. 

19. Ceefar in Egypt. 1725. 

20. The Provok’d Hutband ; or, A Jour- 
ney to London. 1727, 

21. LoveinaRiddle. 1728. 

22. Damon and Phillida, 

23. Papal Tyranny in the Reign of King 
John. 


24. The Country Wake. 


Befides thefe Dramatic Pieces, he has wrote 

innumerable Songs, Prologues, €#c. feveral 
humorous Pamphlets, the excellent Apology for 
bis own Life, and a Critic upon Middleton’s 
_Tranflation of Cicero. 
__ As Envy feldom attacks any other Obje& 
but confpicuous Merit, this Gentleman was ge- 
_nerally attack’d by the Tribe of Scribblers, his 
cotemporary Authors, that, Like Village-curs, 
bark when their Fellows do, which he regarded 
not; and if he ever feem’d to roufe, it was 
dike the Lion in Don Duixot: Rife, flretch, 
and p—Js in bis Face. 


As 
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As to his Perfon, he is ftrait, and well made; 
of an open Countenance, even free from the 
con{picuous Marks of old Age. Meet or fol- 
low him, and no Perfon would imagine he 
ever bore the Burden of above two Thirds of 
his Years. He is Head of a numerous Fa- 
mily; and it might be faid, as a German Au- 
thor writes of the Neforian Lady Malburges, 


fF ghat C niintry - 
Ol nat COUNTY 5 


Mater ait nate, Dic nate, filianatam 
Ut moneat nate plangere filiolam. 


Phe aged Mother to her Daughter {pake, 
" Dacha ald fhe, arife! 

‘© Thy Daughter to her Daughter take, 
‘¢ Whote Daughter’s Daughter cries.’’ 


a 
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"3" HIS Gentleman came into the World on 
i the Day of the great and deftru@ive 
storm in 1703. whofe ‘Rage rang °d over the 

greateft Partof Europe, but, T thin k, moft fatal 


u i 
to Ragiand. He is Son to Colley Cibder, Efas 
that ex cell ent C omedian, tl the prefent Poet Lau- 


reat, Vv cali fe dramatic Works are fo well known. 

Mr. Theophilus Cibber receiv’d his Education 
at Winchefter School: His ftrong Genius for 
the Theatre brought him early upon the Stage, 
where he has appear’d in full Luftre in the va- 
rious Branches of Comedy; and tho’ he has 
periorm’d 
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perform’d feveral Parts in Tragedy with Suc- 
cefs, in my Imagination the Sock fits eafie up- 
on him than the bu/kin. His firft Wife, men- 
tion’d in the Account of Mrs. Clive, was Mifs 

Jolnfon, by whom he had two Daughters, 
The eldeft, fam inform’d, has appear’don the 
Stage with great Profpect of excelling, firft in 
the Part of Yuliet, in Romeo and Fuliet, by 
Shake/pear. Fis fecond Wife, Mifs Arne (by 
whom he has no living Iffue), is arriv’d at the 
higheft Pitch of Excellence in the amiable, {oft, 
and tender, 

Mr. Theophilus Cibber has appear’d twice as 
adramatic Author; viz. firft, Flenry the Sixth, 
alter’d from Shakefpear, which was play’d in 
the Summer-feafon of 1721. without any Cri- 

(ticks laying hold of it: His fecond Perform- 
ance in the Drama was, a Comedy call’d The 
Lover; but as the Criticks were always ready 
arm’d to attack the Father, they drew their 
Indignation on the Son, with the falfe Ima- 
eination that the Father was the conceal’d Au- 
thor. But I am pofitively convinced to the 

contrary; for thatGentleman to me refus’d the 

Sight of it before it appear’d on the Stage, for 

|the very Reafons, he tufpected, that fell out ac- 

‘cordingly. However, he wrote an Epilogue, 
that was fpoken by Mr. Tco;-bilus and his Wife, 
that took away the Stine of the Revelrout, and 

_the Play was perform’d fix Nights in the Year 

61731. The Epilogue, for its Singularity, I 
fhall infert here. 
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E Pol Li Oreste ky 
Spoken by the Au THOR, andhis Wire. 


Wee W, I fuppofe, you'll find your Work 
is done; 
Did not I fay—you were your Father's Son? 
Be what it might, your Play, the Town wou'd 
Lame tt, 
That your bare Name were half aCaufe to damn 
it ? 
Experience, to your Coft, will fhew you now, 
Who wears the wifer Head, your Wife, or you. 
Author. Tho’ all this fhouw'd be true, my 
pretty Rogue, 
Yet what's all this, dear Jane, to th’ Epilogue ? 
Wife. Why, what's an Epilogue to fuch a 
Play ? 
Will it be fav’d, by ought that I can fay ? 
Author. No matter what's its Merit—no, 
my Dear, 
When many a Hufband’s Cafe has known De- 
{[pair, 
A wheedling Wife has brought the Thing to 
bear. 
Wife. O, [’'m your bumble Servant, humble 
Sur! 
Now you're diftrefs'd, you my weak Head pre- 
er-— | 
No, Sir, fince you have had your Frolick, pay it— 
When you have rais d the Storm, your Wife muft 
lay it, 
Author. 
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Author. Pl] give you Compofition, Lentle 
Spou/e, 
All my clear Benefit of my Third-day’ s Houfe, 
Wife. Which may amount to not one 
Jingle Soufe. 
Author. Were mine, alone, the Cafe, that 
may be true; 
Let to your very Sex fome Pity’s due: 
They'll not, with me, deftroy the Guiltle/s, too. 
Wife [To the Audience.] Gallants, in this, 
I hope, he has touch’d your Hearts ; 
Let not me fuffer for bis weak Deferts: 
Do not to laft Extremes your Cenfure drives 
Give us, at leaft, an honeft Chance to live, 
Our Fate is in your Hands—If you are brave, 
| You'll think the Triumph lefs to ruin, than te 


fave. 


This Comedy the Author dedicated to his 
Wife, in order to make a perfect Agreement 
between them. He has alfo wrote feveral 
fmall Pieces in Verfe and Profe, occafionally, 
befides feveral Letters in an odd Difpute be- 
tween him and Mr. Thomas Sheridan, printed 
here, and in London. 

__ I fhall not meddle with conjugal Affairs 
thefe fhort Memoirs would {well too large, and 
the Belly, out of Proportion for the Body, ap- 

pear dropfical, and require Tapping. 


Then draw a Veil er what muft be cenezal’d, 
Lo bide thofe Faults that fhculd not bere eal’ d, 


FE Mrs, 
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MmHIS true and perfect Atrefs was 
Daughter to Mr. Arne, an eminent Up- 
holder in Covent-Garden. Her firft Appearance 
on the Stage was as a Singer; her Voice and 
Judgment gain’d her univerfal Applaufe: But 
when fhe commenced a {peaking Aé¢trefs, fhe 
charm’d anew. Her firft Appearance was in 
the Part of Zara, to the Admiration of every 
Spectator that had their auricular Faculties; 
and, fince that, has.prov’d herfelf the Daughter 
of Nature in Perfection. I fhall add a Prologue 
wrote by the Laureat, on her firft appearing in 
the Part of Zara, and leave her to enjoy her 
deferved Praife. 


Spoke by Mr. CIBBER. 


TE HE French, howe’er Mercurial they may 
Jeem, 
Extinguifo Half their Fire by critic Phlegm ; 
While Englith Writers Nature’s Freedom claim, 
And, warm their Scenes with an ungoverwd 
Flame. 
Tis strange that Nature never fhould infpire 
A Racine’s Fudgment with a Shakelpear’s Fire ! 
Howe’ er, To-night (to promife much we're 
loth) 
But—you've a Charce to have a Tafte of both. 
Lrom 
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From Englith Plays Zara’s French Author JP a 

Confe/s'd his Mufe beyond herfelf infpir'd : 

From rack’d Othello’s Rage be rais’d his § tyle, 

And fnatch’d the Brand that lights this tragic 

Pile: 

Zara’s Succes bis utmoft Hopes outflew, 

And a twice twentieth weeping Audience drew, 
As for our Englith Friend, be leaves to OH, 

Whate’er may feem to bis Performance due. 


| NoViews of Gain bis Hopes or Fears engage, 


| He gives a Child of Leifure to the Stage; 
Willing to try, if yet forfaken Nature 
Can charm, with any one remember d Feature. 
Thus far the Author focaks—But now the 
Player 

With trembling Heart prefents his bumble Prayer. 

To-night, the greateft Venture of my Life 

Ls loft, or fav'd, as you receive—a Wife. 

Lf Time, you think, may ripen her to Merit, 
With gentle Smiles fupport her wav ring Spirit. 

Zata, in France, at once an Attrefs vrais d, 

Warm’ d into Skill by being kindly praisd: 

O! could fuch Wonders here from Favour flow, 
How would our Zara’s Heart with T; ranf{port 
| glow ! 
| But foe, alas! by jufer Fears oppreft, 
| Begs but your bare Endurance, at the beft: 
Ler unfeill d Tongue would fimple Nature peak 

Nor dares her Bounds for falfe Applaufes 
| break. 
| Amidft a thoufand Faults, her beft Pretence 
(Lo pleafe—is unprefuming Innocence 

| ee When 
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When a chafle Heart's Diftre/s your Grief de- 
mands, 


One filent Tear outweighs a thoufand Hands. 

if fhe.conveys the pleafing Paffions right, 

Guard and fupport her this decifive Night. 

If foe miftakes, or finds ber Strength too fmall, 

Let interpofing Pity break her Fall— 

in you tt refis to fave her, or deftroy. 

If foe draws Tears from you—I weep—for 
J: 


Mr. OLIVER CASHEL. 


Know little more of this Gentleman, than 

that he was born in Ireland, of a very an- 
tient reputable Family. He commenced Aétor 
in this Kingdom, where he made but flow 
Progrefs, as I have been inform’d. He was 
recommended to the Manager in Drury-lane 
by his Friend and Countryman Mr. Charles 
Macklin, who brought him from the Briftol 
Theatre, where they both play’d the Summer 
before, I think in the Year 1738. 

The firft Part he play’d on Drury-lane 
Theatre was, Sir Fulius Cefar in Sir Walter 
Ralegh, where his good Figure was his beft 
Friend; for Fear had made his Voice not his 
own (if I may be allow’d that Term). Tt isa 
Theatrical Obfervation, that Fear, in the firft 
fetting-out Attempt on the Stage, is not an ill 
Omen ;- for many, that have fet on without it, 
have 
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have play’d their beft, and never mended af- 
terwards. This Gentleman is one Proof of 
it; for he got the better of his Fear, proving 
a very good Theatrical Officer in a littleTime': 
And I hear, fince I have left England, has fo 
far excelled in Captain Macheath in the Beg- 
gars Opera (which requires a good Singer, to 
the Qualifications of a good Aor), that his 
Merit has given this excellent Piece a large 

frefh Run in Covent-garden, which he went 
to from Drury-lane, eight or nine Years ago. 

This Gentleman died at Norwich (the ca- 
pital City of the County of Norfolk). He 
was taken fpeechlefs on the Stage in the Part 
of Frankly, in a Comedy call’d The Su/picious 
 Hufband: We was carried to his Lodgings, 
where Phyficians and Surgeons attended, but 

_to no Purpofe; for he expired ina few Hours, 

in fpight of the Doctor. 


Death eafes Lovers, fets the Captive free, 
And, tho’ aTyrant, offers Liberty. 


« The firft Dramatic Piece of Mr. Dryden, that great 
_ Poet, was, a Comedy call’d The Wild Gallaat, that met 
| with fo little Succefs (as Langhain fays), “ thatif he had 
_ “ not a peculiar Force of Inclination to the Drama, he 
would have been fufficiently difcouraged from any far- 
“ ther Progrefs in Dramatic Writing”. 
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Mits RLAFTOR): 


FIIS celebrated natural Actrefs was the 

Daughter of Mr. William Raftor, a Gen- 
tleman born in the City of Kilkenny in Ireland, 
Lhe Father of her Father was poffeffed of a 
confiderable Paternal Eftate in the County 
‘where he was born; but the Parent of our 
Actrefs being unhappily attach’d to the unfor- 
tunate King ames the Second, the late Revo- 
lution gave it, among many others, to the 
Crown. Mr. Fames Raftor, her Brother, went 
over to /reland, fome Years ago, in order to 
folicit for his Grandfather’s Fortune; but did 
not meet with Succefs. 

Mr. William Raftor, the Father, was bred 
to the Law; however, when King Yames was 
in Ireland, he enter’d into his Service; and, 
after the decifive Battle of the Boyne, in the 
Year 1690. he follow’d his Mafter’s Fortune, 
and, by his Merit, obtain’d a Captain’s Com- 
miffion in the Service of Lewis the Four- 
teenth; but, gaining a Pardon, with many 
other Gentlemen in his Condition, he came to 
Lingland, where he married Mrs. Daniel, 
Daughter to an eminent Citizen on Fifftreet- 
hill, with whom he had a handfome Fortune: 
By her he had a numerous Iffue, 


Mifs 


Mrs. Clive. ehbs 


Mils Catharine was born in the Year 1711. 
She had an early Genius for the Stage ; for fhe 
told me, when fhe was about twelve Years old, 
Mifs fobnfon (afterwards the firft Wife of Mr. 
Theo. Cibber, another rifing Genius, if Death 
had not overtaken her in her Prime of Youth) 
and fhe, ufed to tag after the celebrated Mr. 
Wilks (her own Words) whenever they faw him 
In the Streets, and gape at him as a Wonder. 

Mifs Raftor had a facetious Turn of Hu- 
mour, and infinite Spirits, with a Voice and 
Manner in finging Songs of Pleafantry peculiar 
to herfelf. Thofe Talents Mr. Theo. Cibber 
and I (we all at that Time living together in 
one Houfe) thought a fufficient Pafport to the 


| Theatre. We recommended her to the Laz- 


reat, whofe infallible Judgment foon found 
out her Excellencies ; and the Moment he heard 


_ her fing, put her down in the Lift of Perfor- 


mers at twenty Shillings per Week. But never 
any Perfon of her Age flew to Perfection with 
fuch Rapidity ; and the old difcerning Mana- 
gers always diftinguifh’d Merit by Reward. 


_ Her firft Appearance was in the Play of Miib- 
_ ridates King of Pontus, in L/menes the Page to 


Ziphares, 1n Boy’s Cloaths, where a Song pro- 


per to the Circumftances of the Scene was in- 


troduced, which fhe performed with extraor- 


_dinary Applaufe. But after this, like a Bullet 
'inthe Air, there was no diftinguifhing the 
Track, tillit came to its utmoft Execution. 


I remember the farft Night of Love in a Rid- 


_ dle (which was murdered in the fame Year) a 


F 4 Paftoral 
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Paftoral Opera wrote by the Laareat,which the 
Hfydra-headed Multitude refolv’d to worry 
without hearing, a Cuftom with Authors of. 
Merit, when Mifs Raftor came on in the Part 
of Phillida, the monftrous Roar fubfided. -A 
Perfon in the Stage Box, next to my Pott, 
called out to his Companion in the following 
elegant Stile-— ‘* Zounds, Tom! take Care ; 
** or this charming little Devil will fave all.” 

In the Year 1732. fhe was marry’d to Mr. 
G. Clive, Son to Mr. Baron Clive. I thall be 
filent in conjugal Affairs ; but in all my long 
Acquaintance with her, I could never ima- 
gine fhe deferved ill Ufage. 

I fhall take Leave of this excellent AGtrefs 
with the following Lines (as every Part cannot 
fit the beft Performers) : 


Merit miftaken oft may lofe its Way, 
And pore in Darknefs with the Blaze of Day: 


Mademoifelle CHATEAUNEUF. 


FLIS agreeable Dancer (as fhe play’d 

Polly in the Beggars Opera, &c.) mutt 
come under my Cognizance. She was born in 
france, what Town or Province, has ftole from 
my Memory. Her real Name was not what 
fhe bore. She was in her Infancy an Orphan, 
and Monfieur Chateauneuf took her from her - 
Diftreffes, and bred her up as his own Daugh- 
ter. Her Virtue never was tainted in moft 


Peoples 
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Peoples Opinion ; but as our immortal Shake- : 


{pear fays, 


Be thou as chafte as Ice, as pure as Snow, 
Thou fhalt not ’ {cape Calumny. 


__ When I was inftructing her in the Part of 
Polly, the told me, a Lady that Morning was 
furprifed to hear from a Gentleman of her Ac- 
quaintance, that fhe was taken for a Boy in 
Difguife. (This Gentleman, it feems, was a 
Perfon that would have been very willing to 
have been certain of the Diftinétion of Sexes.) 
L told the Lady, faid Mifs Chateauneuf, I was 
very glad he knew no more of me. Which I 

_ think was a quick and witty Anfwer. She 

_ was born the fame Day that our young Hero 
the Duke came into the World, April 15. 
1721. 

Since leaving this Kingdom fhe is marry’d 
to her fuppofed Father, Monfieur Chateauneuf; 
and now it is made her real Name. This In- 

_ telligence I had from a Gentleman that lately 

_ came from Bourdeaux *, where he converfed 

with 
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a Tis poflible every body cannot tell where Bourdeaux, 
lies: It is a very fine City and Sea-port, the Capital of 
_ the Province of Guienne. It is graced with a Parliament, 
a Univerfity, and an Archbifhop, feated on the fine Ri- 
ver Garonne, and is efteemed one of the richeft trading 
Cities in France. Aufonius, acelebrated Latin Poet, owes 
his Birth to this Place. Mott Lovers of Bacchus very. 
much commend the Growth ofits Grape. One of our 
Englifo Monarchs (Richard the Second) drew here his 
1 firtt * 


Mr. Delane. 


with them, being at the Head of a Troop of 
Comedians of their own, where he heard Ma- 
dem Chateauneuf fing feveral Englifh Songs 
by Defire of the Audience, particularly the 
Song of Ro/y Wine from the Malque of Comus 
altered from Milton. 

Thus Midwife Time brings manyT hings toLight, 
That long lay hid within the Womb of Night. 
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irs. CHET WOOD, 


S? ha was upon this Stage in the Year 1741. 
ac aealie Aétrefs, when the Part fuited 

her Vv oice 5 a tolerable Damcer, and a plea- 

fing Colombine. Being Grand-daughter to the 

prefent Laureat, *tis no Wonder if fhe had 

a little Wit. 

But Wit and Wifdom feldom well agree : 
Wife ‘dom wo ould fetter what the Wit would free. 


Mr. DENIS DELANE, 


YS a Native of Jreland, detcended from an 
I lent Kamily. He received his Educa- 
tron in Trimis¢y College, Duédlin, a Fountain 
of Learning, whofe Streams have watered 
the Univerle. 


firft Breath. ‘This Dukedom was once an Attendant 
upon the Crown of Exglaad, as tack’d to the Tail of 
Eleanor Heirefs of Poi&ier:, wedded to King Henry the 
Second, which is my chief Reafon for this Scrap of Geos. 
graphy. There is alfo a very handfome Theatre in this 
City, and the Country exceeding pleafant about it, be- 
ing in the South of France. 
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He appeared firft on the Dudin Stage, and 


was very well received ; his Perfon and ex- 
cellent Voice, joined with his other Merits, 
gained him the Efteem as he juftly deferved. 
However, he fet out for London, where he was 
recommended tothe Managers of Drury-Lane, 
I think in the Year 1731. but their Company 
being brimful, even to the running over, the 
Managers did not give him the Encourage- 
ment that the Promile of his Voice and Per- 
fon deferved. Mr. Giffard took hold of the 
Occafion, and engaged him for his Theatre in 
Goodman’s-Fields, where he had a better Op- 
‘portunity of fhining without any Rival Ray. 
Mr. Quin, as I am inform’d (who can diftin- 
guith Merit from his own fuperior Judgment), 
prevailed upon him to leave that Corner of the 
Town, and act on the fame Stage with him 
(Covent-Garden). Perfons of the Drama may 
be compared to the Sw2/s-Cantons, willing to 
ficht for thofe who give the beft Pay ;_ there- 
fore it is no Novelty to fee them change Sides. 
Mr. Delane is now marching under the Ban- 
ner of Covent-Garden. Hehas an Eftate in this 
Kingdom, and came over laft Year (tho’ [had 
not the Pleafure of feeing him). Iam informed 
he is inclining more to the Bulky fince 1 faw 
him laft, which is a Recommendation to many 
capital Parts that may fit eafy, and give Pleas 
fure, when the Bloom of Youth is gone. 


Truncheons, or Lawn, do feldom Youth become, 
For diftant War, or Bifbopricks at Home. 


Pe 
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Mr. Dryer, 


S not only a ufeful, but a very pleafing 

Actor; his good Voice, and eafy-acquired 
Manner, gives him a Caft above many of his 
Cotemporaries, being the beft allowed Singer 
on the Dublin Theatre, that is nota profefs’d 
Singer. I am no Friend to Mimicry, yet if I 
could be pleafed with that natural Qualifica- 
tion (if I may be allowed to call it fo), 1 donot 
Know one could give me more Pleafure than 
Mr. Dyer ; for he can take off (as the Theatri- 
cal‘Term exprefles it) not only every Actor, 
Male and Female, he has feen and heard, 
worth mimicking, but alfo Singers and 
Dancers, foreign and domeftic. All thefe 
Qualifications, join’d toagood Underftanding, 
will render him acceptable in any Theatre. 


A juft Bebaviour claims a due Regard, 
Tho’ Modefty will fail to meet Reward. 


THOMAS ELRINGTON, E{q; 


“TAHLIS excellent 4for was born in Fune 
1688. in London. His Father having 

a numerous Iffue, put his Son Apprentice to 
an Upholder in Covent-Garden, where I was 
firft acquainted with him. He was early ad- 
diéted to the Drama. Iremember, when he 
was an /Apprentice,we play’d in feveral tit 
ays 
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Plays together : when we were preparing to 
act Sopbonisba, or, Hannibal's Overthrow, af- 
ter] had wrote out my Part of Maffiva, I car- 
ried him the Book of the Play to ftudy the Part 
of King Mafinffa ; I found him finifhing a 
Velvet Cufhion, and gave him the Book ; but 

alas! before he could fecrete it, his Matter 
(a hot voluble Frenchman) came in upon us, 
and the Book was thruft under the Velvet of 

theCufhion. His Matter, as ufual, rated him 
for not working, with a Mortdleu! why ayou 
not vark, ‘Lom? and ftood over him fo long, 
that I faw, with fome Mortification, the Boolx 
irrecoverably ftitch’d up in the Cufhion, ne- 
ver to be retriev’d till the Cufhion is worn to 
Pieces. Poor Tom caft many a defponding 
Look upon me when he was finifhing the Fate 
of the Play, while every Stitch went to both 
our Hearts. His Mafter obferving our Looks, 
turn’dtome, and with Words that broke their 
Necks-over each other for Hafte, abufed both 
of us: The moft intelligible of his great Num- 
ber of Words, were Yack Pudenges, and the 

_ like Expreffions of Contempt. 

But our Play was gone for ever! Another 

_time we were fo bold to attempt Shake/pear’s 
Hamlet, where our ’ Prentice Tom had the Part 1 | 

of the Gof, Father to young Hamlet. His | 

_ Armour was compofed of Pafteboard, neatly 

painted. The Frenchman had Intelligence of 

_ what we were about, and to our great Surprize 
and Mortification, made one of our Audience. 
Lhe Ghoft in its firft Appearance is dumb to 

fo- 
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Floratio. While thefe Scenes patt, the French- 
man only muttered between his Teeth, and we 
were in Hopes his Paffion would fubfide ;_ but 
when our Ghoft began his firft Speech to Ham- 
let, Mark me, he reply’d, Begar me vil marke 
you prefently! and, without faying any more, 
beat our poor Ghoft off the Stage through the 
Street, while every Stroke on the Pafteboard 
Armour grieved the Auditors (becaufe they did 
not pay for their Seats) infomuch that three or 
four ran after the Ghoft, and brought him 
back in Triumph, with the avenging -French- 
man at his Heels, who would not be appeas’d 
till our Ghoft promifed him never to commit 
the Offence of Acting again. A Promife 
made like many others, never intended to be 
kept. However, in the laft Year of his Time, 
his rigid Mafter gave him a little more Liber- 
ty, and our young Actor play’d different Parts, 
till he was taken Notice of by Mr. Keene, an 
excellent Player at that Time. He was intro- 
duced upon the Stage inthe Part of Oroonoko, 
where he met with a good Reception in the 
Weal iota. 

The next Seafon he was invited over by 
Tofeph Afobury, Efq;-and in the Year 1719. 
wedded the Daughter of that worthy Gentle- 
man, by whom he had a numerous Iffue, par- 
ticularly three Sons, who are now alive ; the. 
eldeft, Mr. ‘o/epb Elrington, who makes a con- 
fiderable Figure on the prefent Theatre here ; 
Mr. Richard Elrington,now of a Country Com- 
pany in England, and Mr. Thomas Llrington, 
the 
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the youngeft, firftan Enfign, now a Lieutenant 
in Colonel Flemming’s Regiment : in Blanders. 

Mr. Elrington the Father was a true Copy 
of Mr. Verbruggen, avery great Actor in Tra- 
gedy, and polite Parts in Comedy ; but the 
former had an infinite Fund of (what is called 
Low) Humour uponthe Stage. I have feen 
him perform Don Cholerick in theFop’s Fortune 
with infinite Pleafure ; he entered into the true 
Humour of the Character, equal to the Ori- 
ginal, Mr. William Penkethman. His Voice 
was manly, ftrong, and {wectly full-ton’d ; 
his Figure tall and well-proportion’d. His 
eldeft Son, Mr. Fofeph Elrington, is moft like 
him in Perfon and Countenance. 

This excellent Player fucceeded his Father- 
in-law, Fofeph Afbbury, Efq; in the Place of 
Steward of the Kivg’s- Tans ; and the more to 
eftablith him in the Kin edom, a Poft was given 
him of iy) Pounds a Year in the e Quit-Rent 
Office ; alfo Gunner to the Train of Artillery, 
a Gift of the Lord Mountjoy, Father to the 
prefent Earl of Blefingion, which at the Death 
of that noble Lord, he got Permiffion to dif- 
pofe of. He was a Gentleman of Honour, 
Humanity, and extenfive Good-nature, of a 
facetious well-manner’d Converlation, a little 
too defirable for his Health, from Company of 
the beft Condition. He was taken ill the very 
Day he was confulting a Plan for anew Theatre, 
after the Form of that in Drury-Lazxe, London, 
with an eminent Builder of this Ci eh He went 
home, where his Malady increas’d toa violent 
Pleuritic 
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Pleuritic Fever, which never left him (nots 
withftanding all the Phyficians Art) till he ex- 
pir’d Fuly 22. 17327. 

I fhall leave him to eternal Reft, with the 
following Lines, and a fhort Epitaph. 


Thus, when our flated Time of Life is come, 
And Pow’r Almighty has pronoune’dour Doom; 
The beft Phyfician’s Art is fhewn in vain, 

And Death's the Dotior that muft end our Pain. 


Be Po 1h TAA ee 
On Tuomas Errincton, Efq; 
TPT Hou beft of Actors here interr’d, 


No more thy charming Voice is heard, 
This Grave thy Coarfe contains : 

Thy better Part, which us’d to move 

Our Admiration, and our Love, 
Has fled its fad Remains. 


Tho’ there’s no monumental Brafs, 
Thy facred Relicks to encafe, 
Thou wond’rous Man of Art ! 
A Lover of the Mufe divine, 
O! Elrington, fhall be thy Shrine, 
And carve thee in his Heart. 


4 He was interr’d in St. Michan’s Church-yard, near 
the Remains of his Father-inlaw, Yofeph Abbury, Ef{q; 
Mr. E/rington had one Daughter marry’d to Mr, Wrighr- - 
Joz, now in England with a Country Company. I ne- 
ver faw her ; but have been inform’d fhe has many pro- 
miling Theatrical Talents, 


Mr. 
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Mr. Francis ELRINGTON, 


WW * S born in London in the Year 1692. 

He had a fmall Poft in the Wardrobe 
under his Grace the Duke of Montague; but 
hearing the Succefs of his elder Brother in Jre- 
land, he left his Poft, to follow the Call he 
had to the Stage. By his Theatrical Obfer- 
vations in Eugland, he fet out in Ireland with 


| Succefs, improving his ‘Talents fo well, that he 
gave the utmoft Satisfaction in many capital 


Parts. His Grace the Duke of Dorfet, when 


Lord Lieutenant of Jre/and, gave him a Pott 
_in the Revenue, which he faithfully executed, 


and enjoy’d to his Death. 


He was in a languifhing State of Health 


'meartwo Years; but the laft Stroke he re- 
ceived at Kilkenny, where Part of the Compa- 


ny were playing during the Time of the Camp 


| being at Bennet’s-Bridge; he was carried back 


| to Ae Houfe in Drumcondra-lane, where, after 
_ afew Days Struggle, Death overcame him in 


Auguft, 1746. inthe 53d Year of his Age, 
of a Polypus*, to the Regret of all his Ac- 
quaintance. 

Mr, 


aA cee isan Excrefcence, or flefhy fungous Sub- 
{tance that grows in or about the Heart; a fons but 
certain Death. This Diftemper is fometimes found in 
the thick Membrane of the Brain, which proves fatal. 
This Difeafe often feizes the Nofe, and other hollow 


Parts of the Body, fixing its Fibres like the Root of a 
Plant, 


Mr. Ralph Elrington. 


Mr. RALPH ELRINGTON, 


S the younger Brother of the late eminent 


Player Thomas Elrington, Efg; born in | 


England, and came early upon the Stage, tho’ 
Without any Countenance (as I have been in- 
form’d) from his Friends and Relations, 
Since his elder Brother’s Death he has under- 
taken many of his Parts, which he copies as 
near as poffible. 

He was admired fome Years ago as a good 
executing Harlequin, Agility and Strength be- 
ing two main Ingredients in the Compofition 
of that motly Gentleman, where Hee/s are of 
more Ufe than the Head. In one of his Feats 
of Activity he was much hurt, and was in 
fome Danger of breaking his Neck to pleafe 
the Spectators, the Ears having little to do in 
fuch Entertainments; yet this unlucky Spring 
met with univerfal Applaufe. 

I remember a Tumbler in the Hay-market 
Theatre in London by fuch an Accident beat 
the Breath out of his Body, which raifed fuch 
vociferous Applaufe, that lafted longer than 
the vent’rous Man’s Life, for he never breathed 
more. Indeed his Wife had this Comfort, 


Plant, which muft be cut off, and intirely eradicated, 
or it will grow again. 


How many Ways has proud imperious Death, 
To plunder, form, and fleal away our Breath ! 
when 
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when the Truth was known, Pity fucceeded 


to the Roar of Applaufe. 


Another Accident like this, fell out in Dr, 
Fauftus, a Pantomime Entertainment in Lin- 


| ¢oln’ s-Inn-Fields Theatre, where a Machine in 


the Working broke, threw the mock Pierrot 
down headlong with fuch Force, that the poor 
Man broke a Plank on the Stage with his Fall, 


and expired: Another was fo forely maimed, 


that he did not furvive many Days; and a 


third, one of the fofter Sex, broke her Thigh. 


But to prevent fuch Accidents for the future, 


thofe Perfons are reprefented by inanimate Fi- 

eures, fo that if they break a Neck, a Leg, 

or an Arm, there needs no Surgeon. 
Another Accident of the fame Kind hap- 


pened in Smock-alley, which gave me much 


Concern, as having a Hand in the Contrivance. 
The late Mr. Morgan being to fly on the Back 
of a Witch, in the Lancafbire Witches, thro’ 


the Ignorance of the Workers in the Machine- 
| ry, the Fly broke, and they both fell toge- 
ther, but thro’ Providence they neither of 


them were much hurt ; and fuch Care was 


_ taken afterwards, that no Accident of that 
_ Kind could happen. 


| When Danger’s fled, it dwells upon the Mind, 


] 


| And leaves the firong Inpreffion fill bebind. 
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Mr. RicHaRD Estcourt. 


FLIS excellent Comedian was born at 

Tewksbury, in the County of Gloucefter, 
in the Year 1668. where he received his Edu- 
cationin the Laéin School of that Town. He 
had an early Defire for the Stage; for, in the 
15th Year of his Age, he ftole from his Fa- 
ther’s Houfe with a Country Company, and at 
Worcefter, for fear of being known, fet out 
with the Part of Roxana, in Woman’s Appa- 
rel (in Alexander the Great); but his Father; 
having Notice of it, fent to fecure the Fugi- 
tive, who made his Efcape in a Suit of Wo- 
man’s Cloaths that he borrowed of one of the | 
Itinerant Ladies, and trudg’d it to Chipping- 
Norton, a Corporation-town in Oxford/bire, 
twenty-five long Miles in one Day. When he 
came to the Inn, Beds were fcarce, and he was 
obliged to take up with that of the Daughter’s 
behind the Bar: The young Woman, going to 
Bed, found the wearied Traveller in a pro- 
found Sleep ; but,obferving the Shirt inftead of 
a Shift, fhe began to fufpeét her defign’d Bed- 
fellow ; and,ftooping to look on the Drefs that 
lay upon the Ground, fhe faw a Pair of Man’s 
Shoes under the Bed, that convinced her the 
might have been in an odd Situation,if fhe had 
gone to Bed in the Dark. She, upon the Dif- 
covery, inftantly called in the People of the 
Floufe, and waked our drowfy Traveller. The 
| Landlord 
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Landlord had defigned to carry him decently 
to the Horfe-pond, till Dick made a true Con- 
feflion of the whole Affair. By Accident, a 
Perfon of the Town of Tewksbury put up at 
the faid Inn that Night, who knew our young 
difguifed Wanderer; and that Knowlege 
figned his Pardon. In two Days afterwards his 
Cloaths were brought him from Worcefter, ac- 
companied with a Meffenger from his Father, 


who led him the Road home again. 


Soon after, the Father went with him to 


| London, where he bound him faft to an Apo- 
| thecary in Hatton-garden. Hewas too impa- 
) tient to wait fo long a Time for Liberty; there- 


fore he ftretched his Bonds till they broke, and, 


_after an itinerant Life two Years in England, 


he went to try his Fortune in Ireland, where 


he fhone in an exalted theatrical Sphere for 
fome Years, when he returned to London ; 


where, by his Wit, and mimic Humour, his 
Converfation was taken up by Perfons of the 
higheft Rank, and Parts. 

He was made Providore of the Beef-Stake- 


Club, and, for a Mark of Diftinction, wore 
their Badge, which was a fmall Gridiron of 


Gold, hung about his Neck with a ereen filk 
-Ribband. 


This Club was compos’d of the 
chief Wits and great Men of the Nation. 
Mr. Effcourt was the original Serjeant Kite, 


and every Night of Performance entertained 
the Audience with Variety of little Catches, 


and Flights of Humour, that pleafed all but 
his Critics, He was a great Favourite with 
the 


ak 
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the late Duke of Marlborough, whofe juft Fame 


he celebrated in feveral out-of-the way. witty 
Ballads. He was Author of a Comedy called 
The Wife's Excufe, or, Cuckolds make them- 
felves ; and acted at the Theatre-Royal in the 
Year 1706. but, as I have been informed, 
with moderate Succefs. Another little Piece 
was produced by him, call’d Prunella, a Bur= 
lefque upon the Jtalian Operas, then ftole into 
Fafhion, too much fupported by the excellent | 
Voice and Judgment of Mrs. Zofts : But fuch 
an odd Medley —Mrs. Tofts, a mere Engli/b- 
qoman, in the Part of Camilla; courted by Ni- 
colint. in Italian, without underftanding one 
fingle. Syllable each other /azd.or fung, and, 
on the other Hand, Valentini courting amo- 
roufly, in the fame Language, a Dutchwoman, 
that. committed Murder on our good old Ezg- 
life, with.as little Underftanding as.a Parrot: 
Though it was reported a Lady, of fome Qua- 
lity, fell defperately in Love with Nicolini ; 
which occafioned the following Lines, that 
were pinn’d. to Nicolini’s Coat in a Chocolate- 
houfe. 


Soft thrilling Notes, [well'd out with Art, 
May wound, alas! the fair one’s Heart ; 
Yet thefe \talians wall not feel; 

The Wounds they give, they cannot beal. 


‘Yet, notwithftanding the Lafhes given by H/- | 
court, and. others, the enervating, Weaknefs 
took more Hold, like Folly, and new Sects in 
Reli- 
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| Religion. Perfecution but gains more Profe- 
lytes. 
This celebrated Comedian paid his Debt to 
Nature in the Year 1733, after leaving the 
Stage fome Years. Sir Richard Steele gives 
him this Character, in his Lucubrations+ « An 
»“* excellent Companion, one who was perfectly 
/‘* Matter of well-turned Compliments, as well 


/“* as {mart, Repartees ; which fhews a ready 
mee Vit,” 


Mr. Joun Evans, 


‘T FAIS Perfon was an A&tor of very good 
\ Repute in this Kingdom, join’d in the 
‘Management with Mr. Thomas Elrington, Mr, 
\Thomas Griffith, 8&c. His Perfon was incline- 
fable to the Grofs therefore wanted Delicacy 
for the amiable Parts; he had an excellent har- 
smMonious Voice, and jutt Delivery, but a little 
‘too indolent for much Study or Contemplation, 


” The firft Account of this eminent Performer I had 
from the late Mr. Fohn Bowman, an Aétor more than 
Half an Age on the London Theatres. 

This Gentleman was born in the Year 1666. and died 
Win the Year 1739. I have often heard him fay, he never 
Temember’d that any Indifpofition retarded his coming to 
the Theatre during his long Courfe of Life; and this De- 
Claration was made not a Month before he died. He 
never met with Contempt in the latter Part of his Life; 
and we may end with two Lines in Jane Shores 


Age fat with decent Grace upon his Vifage, 
And worthily became his filver Locks, 


144 Mr. Evans. 
In the laft Year of the Reign of Queen Ame, 
the Company of Dublin went down,in the Sum- 
mer Seafon, to play at Corke: One Evening 
Mr. Evans was invited, by fome Officers of a 
Regiment then on Duty in that City, toa Ta- 
vern: Many Healths were propos’d, and went 
round, without Reluctance; when it came to 
Mr. Evans’s Turn, he propofed the Health of 
her Majefty Queen Anne, which fo’ much dif- 
oufted one of the Company (tho’ cloath’d in the 
Livery of his Royal Miftrefs), that he ran down 
Stairs, and fent up a Drawer to whifper Mr, 
Evans; who immediately put on his Sword, 
and went after him, without taking the leaft 
Notice tothe Company. He found his Anta- 
gonift ina Room in the Paflage of the ‘Tavern, 
with the Door half open, who courageoully 
made a Thruft at Mr. Evans, which he put by 
with his left Hand ; at this, Mr. Evans drew, 
thruft the Door wide open, enter’d, and foon 
drove his Oppofer out to the Paffage, where he 
difarmed the doughty Hero, before the Com- 
pany above Stairs knew any thing of the Mat- 
ter. The reft of the military Gentlemen ex- 
prefled an Abhorrence to the Treatment Mr, 
iyans received, and, feemingly, reconciled 
them on the Spot; but, notwithftandiag, when 
the Company return’d to Dublin, the Perfon who 
fent the Challenge up Stairs at Corke, being then 
returned alfo, told his own Story in fuch a Man- 
ner, that feveral warm Gentlemen of the Army | 
were made-to believe, that Mr. Avans had at- 
fronted the whole Body Military ; and when the 
poor — 
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poor fuppos’d Culprit came to his Bufinefs of 
the Theatre, their Clamour, in the Audience, 
was fo great, that the Houfe was difmifs’d, and 
no Play to be ated till Mr. Evans had afked 
public Pardon upon the Stage. His high Spi- 
rit was, with great Difficulty, brought to fub- 
mit, but at laft he confented. I remember the 
Play was, The Rival Queens, or, The Death of 
Alenander the Great; the Part of Alexander to 
be acted by the Delinquent. He came to afk 
Pardon before the Curtain: When he addrefs’d 
the Audience, one Smart, from the Pit, cried 
out, Kyeel, you Rafcal! Evans, then collected 
in himfelf, replied, inthe fame Tone of Voice, 
No, you Rafcal! I'll kneel to none but God, and 
my Queen! A dangerous Paroxyfm, at fuch a 
Crifis. However, as there were many worthy 
Gentlemen of the Army who knew the whole 
Affair, the new-rais’d Clamour ceas’d, and the 
Play went through without any Molettation, 
and, by Degrees, Things return’d to their pro- 
per Chanel. By this we may fee, it is fome 
Danger for an Actor to be in the right. 

Three Years after this Affair, Mr. Evans 
_ went to the Theatre in Lincoln s-Inn-Fields, 
and, in his Journey back to Ireland, was taken 
ill of a Fever, at the Townof Whitchurch in 
Shropfhire; from whence he was removed, for 
better Advice, to Cheffer, where he ended his 
Progrefs of Life, in the 41ft Year of his Age; 
and was privately buried in the Cathedral, with- 
out Monument, Stone, or Infcription. 
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Thus may great Merit in Oblivion lie, 
And ref forgotten to Eternity. 


Mr. WILLIAM ESTE. 


HIS Gentleman was related to the late 

Bifhop of Waterford. He died in the 
Prime of Youth, in the Year1743. ’TisaPity 
he took fuch Pains in getting the better of his 
Conttitution; but he fucceeded ata Time when 
he might have made fome Figure on the Stage, 
He had Qualifications fufficient for Improve- 
ment, fome Learning, a Perfon amiable, a 
{weet Voice, and fung not unpleafingly : Not- 
withftanding,the Neglect of himfelf depreciated | 
his Merit. He truly made out a Saying of 
that late great Comedian Mr. Wilks: ‘* The 
¢¢ Man that drinks a Glafs of ftrong Liquor in 
«© a Morning, for every one he fwallows, drives 
‘< a Nail in his Coffin.” Many a Genius has 
been drown’d in Drink. I remember an Au- 
thor, whofe fweet Writings will keep his Me- 
mory fragrant, that was fo much addicted to 
that Weakneis, that if there were no other Spi- 
rits to become at,he would empty aLady’sHuz- 
gary Water-bottle; and yet the flowing Num- 
bers of his Pen feem’d as if he had drank no 
other Liquid but what came from the pure 
Streams of Helicon. 1 fhall end this with Shake- 
fpear’s Reflection from the Mouth of Caffo in 
Othello: | 
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“ O! that Men fhould put an Enemy ts) 
** their Mouths to fteal away their Brains! O! 
** thou invifible Spirit of Wine! if thou haft 
*“ no Name to be known by, let us call thee 
© Devil! ”? 

He died of a lingering Ilnefs, the 24th of 

re) >) > 4 

fanuary 1742-3. 


Mrs. ELMyY. 


} ER maiden Name was Mors. She was 

born in England, but when, or where, 1 
know not*. She has been an Aétrefs about 
feventeen Years, Jegan very young, and was 
enter d firft ina Country Company. She knows 
what fhe does, as well as what fhe /ays. She 


'feems to have more Spirits off the Stage, in a 


Chamber, than fhe has iz the public Theatre, 
which is owing to her weak Voice; but fhe 
means very well ¢Lere. I do not know her well 


enough to be any Judge of her Morals; there- 
fore I fhall not fpeak of what 1 do not kuow ; 


and even this | have gathered more from com- 
mon Fame, than my own particular Knowlege: 
Therefore I fhall not fay any more of her, as 
Fame is a Goffip not always to be believed, as 


| Hudibras tells us. 


There is a tall long-fided Dame, 
But wond’rous light, ycleped Fame: 


* Mr. E/my, her Hufband, I know, was born at Nor- 
wich; but where he is now, I believe neither fhe nor I 


can tell. 
G2 Two 
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Two Trumpets fhe does found at once, 
But both of clean contrary Tones ; 
But whether both with the fame Wind, 
Or one before, or one behind, 

We know not—only this can tell, 

The one founds vilely, t other well: 
And therefore vulgar Authors name 
The one Good, other Evil Fame. 


Mr. GEORGE FARQUHAR. 


S! NCFE, this Gentleman owes his Birth to 
\“ this Kingdom, and on the Jri/h Stage com- 
menced Actor, I hope it will not be thought 
improper to give a fhort Account of him, 
which I fhall take from his Life, that I col- 
lected feveral Years paft, to prefix to his Works. 
The Materials I received from Mr. Wilks, who 
approved of them before they went to the Pub- 
lifher. 

Mr. George Farqubar was born, in the North 
of Ireland, of Parents that held no mean Rank 
in that Part of the Country; who, having a nu- 
merous [ffue, could beftow on him no other 
Fortune than a genteel Education. As thofe 
who are blefs’d with a poetical Genius always 
fhew fome Glimmerings of their Fancy in their 
Youth; fo he, ere he arriv’d at his tenth Year, 
gave feveral Specimens of a peculiar Turn that 
Way. One of his juvenile Productions I fhall 
here mention, in which he difcovered a Way 

of 
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of Thinking, as well as an Elegancy of Ex- 
preffion, far beyond his Years. 


¥ The pliant Soul of erring Youth 

Is, like fo ft Wax, or moiften’d Clay, 
Apt to receive all heav' nly Truth, 

Or yield to Tyrant Ill the Sway. 
Shun Evil in your early Years, 

And Manbeod may to Virtue rife ; 
But be who, in his Youth, appears 

A Fool, in Age will ne’ er be wife. 


He was educated in the Univerfity of Dublin, 
where he acquired a confiderable Reputation : 
He began very carly to appl y himfelf to the 
Stage as an Aéfor, following the Examples of 
Lee and Otway with our great Shakef/pear, and 
with like Succefs; who, tho’ all excellent dra- 

natic Poets, made but indifferent Actors. 
However, Mr. Farqubar, having the Advantage 
of avery good Perion, tho’ with a weak Voice, 
was never repulfed by the Audience; but the 
following Accident made him determine to 
leave off the Occupation: Playing the Part of 
Guyomar in the Indian Emperor, who is fup- 
pofed to kill Va/quez, one of the Spani/h Gene- 
rals; not remembring to change his Sword for 
a Foil”, in the Mock Engagement, he wounJed 
the Perfon that reprefented Va/quez, tho’ (as it 


Y I took thefe Lines of Verfe from the Mouth of 
Mr. Wiiks. 

z Foils are the Name of thofe Swords us’d in the The- 
atre, with the Edges ground off, and a blunted Point. 
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fell out) not dangeroufly ; neverthelefs, it put 
an End to his appearing on the Stage as an A ctor, 
He was very young when he wrote his firft 
Comedy of Love and a Bottle, a€ted at the The- 
atre Royal in Drury-lane 1698. He was pecu- 
larly happy iu the Choice of his Subjects, 
which he took Care to adorn with Variety of 
Characters and Incidents. He lafh’d the Vices 
of the Age, tho’ with a merciful Hand. ° His 
Plays were wrote in the following Order : 


1. Love and a Bottle, 1698. 

2. The Conftant Couple, 17-0. This Piece 
was play’d 53 Nights the firft Seafon. 

3. Sir Harry Wildair, the Sequel to the for- 
mer, 1701. 9 Nights. 

4. Inconftant,; or, The Way to Win Him; 
1703. 11 Nights. 
Iwin Rivals, 1705. 13 Nights. 
Recruiting Officer, 1707. 15 Nights. 

7. The Beaux Stratagem, 1710. 10 Nights, 
( dil aéied at the Theatre- Royal in Drury-lane.) 


ONAN 


Fiis laft Comedy he wrote in fix Weeks, with 
a fettled Illnefs all the Time. He perceived 
the Approaches of Death before he had finifh’d 
the laft Act, and (as he had often foretold) died 
before the Run of the Play was over. It was 
affrm’d, by fome of his near Acquaintance, his 
unfortunate Marriage fhorten’d his Days; for 
his Wife (by whom he had two Daughters), 
through the Reputation of a great Fortune, 
trick’d him into Matrimony. This was chiefly 
the 
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the Fault of her Love, which was fo violent, 
that fhe was refolv’d to ufe all Arts to gain 
him. ~Tho’ fome Hufbands, in fuch a Cafe, 
would have proved mere Hufbands; yet he 
was fo much charm’d with her Love and Un- 
derftanding, that he liv’d very happy with her. 
Therefore when I fay an unfortunate Marriage, 
with other Circumitances, conduced to the 
fhortening of his Days; I only mean, that his 
Fortune, being too flender to fupport a Family, 
led him into a great many Cares and Inconve- 
niencies: For I have often heard him fay’, 
«¢ ‘That it was more Pain to him in imagining 
“¢ that his Family might want a needful Sup- 
‘© port, than the moft violent Death that could 
bel nflicted on him? 


4 he Mind difeas’d firikes Poifon to the Heart, 
And baffles all-the bet Phyfician’s Art. 
Mr. 


a Mr. Wilks’s own Words. 
b Mr’ Farquhar was a Perfon of infinite Humour, as 
| T have been inform’d, even in his laft Indifpofition. He 
died in the Run of the Stratagem. Mr. Wi/ks often vi- 
fited him in his Illnefs. In one of thefe Vifits, Mr. 
Wilks told Mr. Fargubar, that Mrs. O/dfe/d thought he 
| had dealt too freely with the Charaéter of Mrs. Suen, in 
| giving her to Archer without a proper Divorce, which 
was not a Security for her Honour. To falve that, -re- 
_ ply’d the Author, PU get areal Divorce—Marry her my 
Self, and give as my Bond [be foall be a real Widow in 
lefs than a Fortnight. While Mr. Fargubar was in Tri- 
nity College, Dubler he fent to a Gentleman to borrow 
Burne ts hiffory of abe Rez eformation 5 but the Gentleman 
fent him Word he never lent any Book out of his Cham- 
G 4 ber 3 


Mr. Foote. 


Mr. Foore. 


A S I never had the Fortune to be prefent at 
~™ this Gentleman’s public Performance, I 
cannot pretend to be acompetent Judge of his 
Merit; tho’, I muft own, I have heard him 
launch out into Mimicry, which might perhaps 
give Pleafure to others, but, I muft own, very 
little to me. 


this fhort Note: 
‘© Dear Bob, 

‘« I have not any thing to leave thee to perpetuate my 
‘‘ Memory, but two helplefs Girls; look upon them 
‘“* fometimes, and think of him that was, to the laft Mo- 
‘* ments of his Life, Thine, G. Farquuar,” 

Even the two lait Lines he ever wrote, feem’d to be 
playing with Words, 


Death now appears to feize my lateft Breath ; 
But all my Miferies will end in Death. 


Mr. Farquhar attempted to play the Part of Sir Harry 
Wildair for his own Benefit, as I am inform’d from a 
Gentleman that faw him in this Kingdom, which an- 
fwer’d his Defign, in gaining a crouded Audience; but 
he executed the Part fo lamely, as an Aor, that his 
Friends were afham’d for him. Thus we fee a good Poet 
may make but an indifferent AGor. 


I re- 
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I remember an Inftance of this kind of Sa- 
tire in my Y outh, that gave Satisfaction to fome 
light Hearts, but greater Difguft to the more 
judicious Sort of the Audience. 

Mr. George Powell, a reputable Aor, with 
many Excellencies, gave out, that he would 
perform the Part of Sir Yobn Falfaff in the 
Manner of that very excellent Engli/b Rofcius, 
Mr. Betterton. He certainly hit his Manner, 
and Tone of Voice; yet, to make the Picture 
more like, he mimick’d the Infirmities of Di- 
{ftemper, old Age, and the afflicting Pains of 
the Gout, which that great Man was often 
feiz’d with. Certainly Mimicry is a Gift from 
Nature, and laudable, if made ufe of like the 
antient Mimes, who could dumbly defcribe 
every Paffion of the Mind, and tell a Ta/e with- 
out a Tongue: But to mimicthe Infirmities of 
Nature, may well be term’d Incivility, Barba- 
rity, and Inhumanity. 

I remember D’Urfey, the late Lyric Poet, 
ftuttered extremely when in a Paffion, tho’ he 
could fpeak an Oration, read a Scene ina Play, 
or fing any of his own Songs or Dialogues, 
without the leaft Hefitation. He came one 
Morning to the Rehearfal a little difturbed 
about a depending Benefit Play, and afk’d, in 
a Paffion, Wh, wh, where wa, wa, was M, 
M, Mr. Wi, Wilks? The Drole Penkethman 
anfwered, H, b, be d, d, did n, n, not kn, kN, 
know. But the choleric Poet broke his Head 
for his Joke, and it was with great Difficulty 

the Bard was appeafed. 
Cas Mimicry, 


I $4, Mr. Foote. 

Mimicry, as it now ftands with us, is like a 
Statue, larger than the Life, made for a cer- 
tain Heighce and Diftance; while upon the 
Level with you, its coarfe Proportion feems 
monftrous, and overdone. Many excellent 
Comedians have had this natural Talent. Mr. 
Kymer, that great Critic, tells us, that Mr. 
Mountford was fo excellently gifted that Way 
(if we may call it Excellence), that when he 
was [’rain-bearer to the late Chancellor Fefferies, 
inthe Reign of King ames the Second, at an 
Entertainment for the moft eminent Lawyers, 
his Mafter ordered him to come before him,and 
plead a feigned Caufe, which he perform’d with 
great Eloquence ; and in his Pleadings, to the 
Admiration of all prefent, affum’d the Manner 
and Voice of feveral of the beft Pleaders then 
at the Bar, even fome of thofe that were pre- 
ient at the Entertainment. As I faid before, 
every thing of this kind muft be over-done, to 
make it the more ridiculous; and Aéors of 


little Difgrace, which is neither Jutftice nor 
(sood-nature. I have feen Faces painted in a 
Scene of a Multitude, which is generally ufed 
in Drury-lane ‘Theatre at the Coronation of 
Anna Bullen, that make moft ridiculous Fi- 
gures, fo hike to be known; and yet the Per- 
fons they reprefent have nothing particularly 
aulty in their Countenance or Figures. But 
ne Painter was a merry Italian Wag, and did 
x to fhew his exuberant F ancy. 
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But to return to Mr. Foote. He is aGen- 
tleman of a good Family, and feems to have 
fome Claim to the Eftate of the Goodieres. One 
of that Family was, not many Years paft, 
murdered by his own Brother at Briffol. J 
believe he has Merit, or a Wou'd-be-Wit would 
not have publifh’d the following Lines in the 
News-papers: For, I have obferved, thofe that 
have Merit, are generally liable to befpattering 
Defamation. kk »wever, here are the Lines. 
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Ona Pieudo-Player. 


T HOU Mimic of Cibber—of Garrick thou 
Ape! 
Thou Fop in Othello! thou Cypher in Shape! 
Thou Trifle in Perfon! thou Puppet in Votce! 
Thou Farce of a Player! thou Rattle for Boys! 
Thou Mongrel! thou dirty-face HarlequinT hing ! 
Thou Puff of bad Pafte ! thou Ginger-breadKing! 
Was a Quin, or Delane, the Boaft of our Stage, 
Set up as fit Marks for thy Envy, or Rage ? 
Was a Quin, or Delane, who excel in their Art, 
To be ap’d by aCobler, who bungles his Part? 
Thou Mummer in Adtion! thou Coffee-houfe 
Fefter ! 
Thou Mimic fans Senfe! Mock Heroin Geflure! 
Can the Squeak of a Puppet prefent usa Quin? 
Or a Pigmy, or Dwarf, fhew a Giant's Defign? 
Shall Deficience, unpunifl’d, at Excellence rail? 
Or a Sprat, without Ridicule, mimic a Whale ® 
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Can a Foot reprefent us the Length of a Yard? 

Where, then, foall fuch Infolence meet its Re- 
ward ? , 

Contempt were the beft, like the Mafiiff that 
feels, 

With fuperior Derifion, the Cur at bis Heels — 

O Ireland! too prone to encourage new T ays! 

In Trinkets, and Novelty, fickle as Boys ! 

O Dublin! alas! to a Proverb well known, 

To receive what is foreign, yet [cof at thy own ; 

Learn truly to judge’ twixt a F—t anda Tune: 

Applaud the good Player—but damn the Buffoon! 


This Poet is too paffionate to be in the 
Right; neither would I have inferted it, if I 
had not received it inclofed with the following 
Laconic Epittle. 


ANSE BE 
Know what you are about; infert the in- 
clos’d in its proper Place, or you will 
neither do yourfelf, or your Readers, Ju- 
** ftice. If you fail, you fhall hear of it— 
4 Boh!’ 
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Notwithftanding this angry Author, I dare 
{wear it will not do the Gentleman any Preju- 
cice: For Paffion is the worft Perfuader in the 
World. For, as the Poet fays, 


‘Truth is too naked, of all Art-bereav’d: 


Since the World will —why—let them be deceiv' d. 


Mrs, 


Mrs. Furnival: 


Mrs. FURNIVAL. 


Cannot tell when Mrs. Furnival firft com- 
menced Actrefs; but I know her Reputa- 
tion for a Stage-performer was fo great, that a 
Perfon of high Birth and Station, who had feen 
her act feveral capital Parts at the Theatre in 
York, prevail’d on the Manager of Drury-/ane 
to fend for her in the Year 1737. Accordingly, 
I received a Commiffion for that Purpofe, 
which fhe approved of. ‘The firft Part fhe 
acted, at her Arrival in Lowdon, was that of 
the Scornful Lady, in a Comedy of Beaumont 
and Fletcher’s that bears the Title. Iown it 
was a Character of my own chooling, and for 
no other Reafon, but that the Play had flept 
fince the Death of the inimitable Mrs. O/dfeld., 
The Succefs did not intirely anfwer the Mean- 
ing of my Intention, tho’ the acquitted herfelf 
fo well, that there was a very good Aétrefs in 
Profpect. But the Parts in Tragedy were fo 
taken up, that her ‘Talent that Way was never 
once try’d in the Theatre-Royal in Drury-lane: 
Therefore, by the Advice of the fame worthy 
Gentleman, that was the Caufe of her leaving 
York for London, fhe left London for Dublin, 
where her Merit was fo conipicuous, that her 
Lofs is much regretted. She is once more re- 
turned to England, | believe without any other 
Navies but. her own; yet, I fear, fhe will be 
remember’d here, til a better /icza in ‘Fane 
Shore, 
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Shore, Lady Macbeth, Hermione in the Di- 
fire{s'd Mother, or Zara in the Mourning 


Bride, with many other Parts, rifes up to out- 
do her. 


But what, at firft, gives infinite Dehigot, 
When often feen, hangs heavy on the Sight. 


Davip Garrick, E{q; 


a HTS complete Aor was born, in Staf- 

ford/bire, of an antient Family in that 
County ; had a genteel Education, and was, by 
his Father, defign’d for the Law I doubt 
not, from his good Senfe and Affability, if he 
had continued in that honourable Society in 
Lincoln’ s-Inn, but he might have madea con- 
fiderable Figure at the Bar, and, by his Elo- 
cution, walk’d in the foremoft Rank of emi- 
nent Orators. 

‘dis Genius led him early to ftudy Nature, 
and leave the crabbed Traéts of the Law. His 
facetious good Humour gained him Entrance 
behind the Scenes, two or -three Years, in 
Drury-lane, before he commenced Actor ; 
where his excellent Underftanding could pro- 
fit by the Faults of others, mend them, and 
improve the Beauties. 

In the Year 1740. he fet out, in full Luftre, 
at the Theatre in Goodman’ s-Fields, with the 
Part of Kichard the Third ; and,by the Force 
of Attraction, drew even the Court to the 
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fartheft Suburbs of London. After making 
that remote Part of the Town as familiar to 
Courtiers and Quality, as Wapping to Sailors; 
he came, with a Blaze of Light, to Druary- 
lane ; where he began with an Act of Charity 
worthy of his Humanity and Goodnefs, by 
afifting the Widow of Mr. Harper with a 
Sum, that, by good Management, will make 
her Circumftances eafy the reft of her Life, 
She was at Kilkenny, the Place of her Birth, 
two Summers ago, where I received this Ac- 
count from her own Mouth. The Part he 
perform’d was Chamont, in the Orphan. 

When this Gentleman was in this Kingdom 
laft, I was unfortunately feized by a ftubborn 
Indifpofition, and his Good-nature prevailed 
upon the eminent Dr. Barry to give me his 
_Affiftance: But what need I repeat, to thofe 
that are not blind, that the Sun fhines in Sum- 
mer? I fhall end with two Copies of Verfes 
that were printed, at his firft Arrival, in the 
News- papers, at that Time. 


ale Baa Se 
Garrick, ILO 


VERSES on Mr. GARRICK, June 
19, 1742 


TATURE, for Ages, made ber dark 
Abode 
| Obfcure; nor one could find the lucky Road: 
| Till Garrick firicily fearch’d the thorny Way, 
And found th’ immortal Goddefs where fhe lay. 
rife, 
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Avife, fair Dame, the Britith Rofcius faid, 

And fhew thy young Admirer where to tread— 

The Godde/s view'd him with a pleafing Eye, 

And, finiling gracious, made him this Reply— 

‘* Thou art my only, and furviving Son ; 

‘* Goon, and tread the Path thou baft begun: 

‘* Goon! my Child! affert thy noble Race, 

“* And let the World view Nature in thy Face. 

‘© Nature will ftill be Nature to the Wife, 

“¢ Tho’ oft miftakenin a falfe Difguife. 

“* Immortal Shakefpear wrote for thee alone; 

“* Proceed, and fix thee in the vacant Throne. 

‘¢ Tbe Sock and Bufkin were defign’d for thee ; 

“< The Stage is fetter’d; thou foalt fet her 
utyeets 

So when, in Days of Yore, the advent’rous 

Knights, 

That follow'd Arms, and prov’d themfelves in 
fights ; 

Each aim’ d, alone, at univerfal Sway, 

To make unwilling Tyranny obey ; 

Till wife Urganda “ fix’d a magic Sword, 

Fit only for the Hand of Britain’s Lord: 

Many elfay’d to force theWeapon forth, 

Yet fatl’d, altho’ accounted Kuights of Worth; 

Till be appear’d that knew the Sword to wield, 

With Eafe drew forth, and conquer’d all the 
Field. 


" Urganda an Inchantrefs, that favour’d the Juft and 
Generous. 


On 
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Mr, Garrick. 
On Mr. GARRICK. 


Cur in Theatrum, Cato fevere, venifii 2 
An ideo tantum veneras, ut exires? Marr. 


ia Roman Days, once, Cato the fevere, 
With awful Brow, went to the Theatre: 
But, O! inftead of manly Fire, and Rage, 
And all the true Pathetic of the Stage, 

He faw, be heard, the Rant, the Droll, the Stare; 
Saw Nature, and the Paffions, murder’ d there— 
Saw, and retir’'d—But, fhou'd be now revive, 
And fee glad Nature in her Garrick live, 

He'd laugh at Bayes, and weep with injur’d Lear, 
Curfe Tyrant Richard, but applaud the Player ! 
By Foy, Rage, Pity, all the Paffions mov'd, 
Garrick wou'd well by Cato be approv'd: 

The Wife, the Virtuous Cato, wou'd forbear 
His rigid Cenfures, and in Raptures fwear, 
Bhat by fome Pow’r Divine the Stage was trod, 
And, in the matchlefs Affor, own the God. 


This great Aétor is Author of Three Dra- 
matic Pieces, the Lying Valet, Mifs in her 
Teens, and Lethe; as alfo feveral well-wrote 
Prologues, Epilogues, Songs, and Poems of 
a peculiar Turn of Wit. I fhall take Leave 
to infert. one Song, as a Specimen. 


Mr. Garrick. 
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F Truth can fix thy wav’ ring Heart, 
Let Damon urge bis Claim ; 
He feels the Paffion void of Art, 
The pure, and conftant Flame. 


Tho fighing Swains their Torments tell, 
Their fenfital Love contemmn: 
They only prize the beauteous Shell, 
But fight the inward Gem. 


Poffeffion cures the wounded Heart, 
Deftroys the tranfient Fire ; 

But when the Mind receives the Dart, 
Ly oyment whets Defire. 


Your Charms each flavifb Senfe controul, 
AA Tyrant’s foort-liv’d Reign ; 

But milder Reafon rules the Soul, 
Nor Time can break the Chain. 


By Age your Beauties will decay, 
Your Mind improves with Years , 

And, when the Bloffoms fade away, 
The rip’ning Fruit appears. 


4ay Feav'n and Sylvia grant my Suit, 
And blefs each future Hour, 
That Damon, who can tafte the Fruit, 
May gather ev’ry Flow’r 


Ry aa 7” 
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THOMAS GRIFFITH, Efq; 


S defcended from an antient Family in 

Wales. is Parents came to fettle in 
Dublin, where this Son was born in the Year 
1680. He was put ’Prentice to a Mathema- 
tical Inftrument-maker; but a lively-fpirited 
Genius made him caft his Thoughts towards 
the Theatre, when-he faw a young Aétrefs 
that had fufficient Charms to engage his Heart. 
The Paffion of Love is not to be controuled in 
Youth. He marry’d her before he had ferv’d 
a Third Part of his Time, quitting his Ma- 
thematical Mafter, and bent his Thoughts in- 
tirely to the Drama. His Talent led him to 
Comedy, of the merry Caft, in which he 
gave creat Pleafure to the Audience. 

His Wit and facetious Humour gained him 
many Friends, of the beft Sort, and fuperior 
Rank. In the Year 1710. the late Lord South- 
well save him a Poft in the Revenue, which he 
enjoyed till Death, which fell out in Fanuary 
24. 1743-4. 1n his grand Climacteric, two 
Days before the Night of his Benefit; which 
was performed for the Widow, his fecond Wife, 
who was Daughter to the Rev. Mr. Foxcroft, 
of Portarlington in the Queen’s County, a Gen- 
tlewoman of Merit and Virtue. 

Mr. Griffith was not only a good Actor, but 
a pleafine Poet, in what he attempted: His 
Perfon was well made, tho’ low in Stature. I 
have feen a Bill of mock Alexander runs thus : 
The 
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The Part of Alexander the Great zo be per- 
Sorm’d by little Griffith. 


Fe was an excellent Companion, and told a 
Story with a peculiar Grace ; and would often 
tell little Hiftories of 4im/esf, even in Ridicule 
of him/felf. I fhall mention one I had from his 
own Mouth. 

After his commencing Actor, he contracted 
a Fricndfhip with Mr. W2/ks ; which Chain re- 
mained unbroke till the Death of that excel- 
lent Comedian. Tho’ Mr. Griffith was very 
young, Mr. Wilks took him with him to Lon- 
aon, and had him enter’d for that Seafon at a 
fall Salary. The Indian Emperor being o:- 
dered on a fudden to be play’d, the Part of 
Pizarro, a Spaniard, was wanting, which Mr. 
Griffith procur’d, with fome Difficulty. Mr. 
Betterton being a little indifpofed, would not 
venture out to Rehearfal, for Fear of increafing 
his Indifpolition, to the Difappointment of the 
Audience, who had not feen our young Stripling 
rehearfe. But, when he came ready, at the 
Entrance, his Ears were pierc’d with a Voice 
not familiar to him: He caft his Eyes upon 
the Stage, where he beheld the diminutive 
Pizarro, with a Truncheon as long as him- 
felf (his own Words). He fteps up to Downs 
the Prompter, and cry’d,  Zounds, Downs! 
wrat fucking Scaramouch bave you fent on there? 
oir, reply’d Downs, He’s good enough for a 
opaniard ; the Part is [mall. Betterton re- 
turn’ d, 
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turn’d, Jf be bad made his Eye-brows bis 
Whifkers, and each Whifker a Line, the Part 
would have been two Lines too much for fuck 
a Monkey in Bufkins. Poor Griffith ftood on 
the Stage, near the Door, and heard every 
Syllable of the fhort Dialogue, and by his Fears, 
knew who was meant by it; but, happy for 
him, he had no more to fpeak that Scene. 
When the firlt Act was over (by the Advice 
of Downs) he went to make his Excufe, with 
—ITndeed, Sir, I bad not taken the Part, but 
there was only I alone out of the Play. I! I! 
(reply’d Betterton, witha Smile) Thou art but 
the Tittle of an I. Griffith feeing him in no 
ill Humour, told him, Indians ought to be 
the beft Figures on the Stage, as Nature had 
made them. Very like, reply’d Betterton; 
but it would be a double Death to an \ndian 
Cobler to be conquer’d by fuch aWeazle of a 
Spaniard as thou art! And, after this Night, 
let me never fee a Truncheon in thy Hand again, 
unlefs to ftir the Fire. ‘This Story, as I faid 
before, was of his own telling. However, 
he took his Advice, laid afide the Bu/kin, and 
ftuck to the Sock, in which he made a Figure 
equal to moft of his Cotemporaries. 


Our Genius fluiters with the Plumes of Youth, 
But Obfervation wings to fieddy Truth, 


Mr, 
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Mr. HENRY GIFFARD, 


HIS Gentleman is defcended from an 

antient Family, originally in Bucking- 
bamfbire. His Father had a numerous Iffue, 
he being the laft of Eight Sons. He was born 
in London, in 1699. in the Year 1716. he was 
made a Clerk to the South-Sea Company 3 
which "Pott he remained Three Years. But 
having a ftrong Propenfity to the Stage, he 
firft appeared j in Public on the Theatre in “Bath, 
in 1719. and, in two Years Probation, he 
made fuch a Progrefs, that the Manager of 
Lincoln’ s-Inn. Fields Theatre invited him te 
join his Company, where he continued twa 
¥ ears more: From thence he went to try his 
Fortune in Ireland, where his Merit foon 
brought him into the Management. 

During his Stay there, he marry’d the 
Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lydal, Perfons that 
made very good Figures in the Theatre. This 
Gentlewoman died in Child-bed ve: ‘y young, 
leaving behind her one Son, born in his Fa- 
ther’s vy eet on the North-8 trand, who is 
now an Actor in this Kingdom. Some Years 
after Mr. Giffard marry’d a fecond Wife, who 
is now alive. She has an amiable Perfon, and 
is a well-efteemed Actrefs, both in Tragedy 
and Comedy ; born, if am not mifinformed 
by her Mother, the Widow Zydal, in the 
PGE NEED Bee 
Mr. 
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Mr. Giffard and Spoufe, if I miftake not, 
came over to Lxgland 1730. where they fup- 
ported a Company of Comedians, then under 
the Management of Mr. Odell, now Deputy- 
Licenfer of Plays under the Lord Chamberlain 
his Grace the Duke of Grafton. Mr. Odell, 
from not underftanding the Management of a 
Company (as, indeed, how fhould any one, that 
is not, in fome fort, brought up to that Know- 
lege?) foon left it to Mr.Giffard that did; who, 
in the Year 1733. caufed to be built an intire, 
new, beautiful, convenient Theatre, by the 
fame Architect with that of Covent-Garden ; 
where Dramatic Pieces were performed with 
the utmoft Elegance and Propriety. Some 
Years after he was obliged to quit that The- 
atre (I may fay by Oppreffion), and occupy’d 
the vacant Theatre in Lincoln’ s-Inn- Fields: 
But his Succefs did not anfwer his Merit. 
From thence he tranfplanted himfelf into the 
Theatre: Royal in Drury-Lane. 


Merit will fometimes fail of due Regard, 
And Virtue’s Self muft be its own Reward, 


Mr. BENJAMIN HUSBAND, 


VW AS born in Pembrokefbire, ‘fanuary 

1672. His Anceftors were an antient 
and reputable Family, long feated in that 
County. He fell in Love with the Tragic 
Mute very young, but dangled after the Dra- 
ma 
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ma full two Years, fighing, at great Expence, 
before he was fuffered to declare his Paflion 
publicly. Yet, certainly he poffeffed moft of 
the Requifites that compound a good Actor, 
to affure Succefs. But the Managers of thofe 
Theatrical Days were very cautious in their 
Proceedings ; no Perfons were fit for their 
Stages, without a vifible Appearance, at leaft, 
of not difpleafing. And yet it was with fome 
Difficulty he gained Permiffion to perfonate 
Sir Walter Ralegh in the Earl of Effex; but 
he came off fo well, that, the following Pay- 
Day, he received a Week’s Salary, the ufual 
Stipend of young Actors (Ten Shillings a 
Week) ; but, unluckily, the Death of good 
Queen Mary put a Stop to their Acting for 
near Six Months. However, when Permif- 
fion was given to open the Theatres again, 
Mr. Hufb and foon eained better Parts, ee a 
ite Salary. 
In the Year 1696. Mr. Dogget *, being then 
in Jreland, recommended Mr. Hujband to. 
Mr. 


¢ This truly great Comedian was born in Ca/f/e- 


fireet, Dutlin (a Circumftance overlook’d by the Law- 


reat). He left his Occupation, as an Actor, feveral 
Years before his Death; and, in his Will, bequeathed 
to Watermens-Hall a Sum for ever, fufficient to buy a 
Coat and Silver Badge, to be row’d for on the Thames 
by ’Prentices every Year, that have fulfilled their In- 
dentures. A humorous Poet wrote the following Lines 
upon the Occafion on a Glafs Window at Lambeth, the 
Firft of Augu/? 1736. 


Tom 
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Mr. Afpbury, as avery promifing young Actor, 
and fit for his Purpofe. He fet out from Low. 
don with Mr. Trefufis °, and embarked fo: 


Lreland ; 


Tom Dogget, rhe greatep fly Drole in his Parts, 
In A&ing, was certain a Mafter of Arts, 

A Monument left — no Herald is fuller, 

His Praife is Jung yearly by many a Sculler: 

Len thoufand Years hence, if the World lafts fo long, 
Tom Dogget wi// fill be the Theme of their Son g. 
Old Noll, with great Lewis and Bourbon, forgot, 
And numberlefi Kings in Oblivion foall ror, 


© Ihave mentioned Fo Trefufis before, but thall add 
fomething here which I have learn’d from Mr. Hufband. 
Jo was reputed the natural Son of Olver Cromwell ; 
| bat, I muft own, he did not feem to have any Refem- 
blance of Features with his Father, if we may judge by 
| the Pictures and Gravings of the Prote&or - Jo had a 
long Chin, and naturally a moft confummate foolifh 
Face, by Nature formed for fuitable Characters ; yet a 
| Perfon of infinite Humour, and fhrewd Conceits; with 
a particular Tone of Voice and Manner, that gave a 
double Satisfaction to what he faid- Adhering ftnidtly 
to Honefty, without Guile or Falfhood ; which,. I fup- 
pofe, he inherited from his Mother; he acquired the 
Appellative, from all that knew him, of Honeft Fol A 
| Character he bore with Juftice. ‘Fa, by the following 
Account of himfelf, muft have been very young on the 
| Stage. He entered a Volunteer on board the Ship | 
Where the Duke of York commanded in the Chanel, | 
In that memorable Sea-Engagement with the Dutch Fleet, | 
commanded (I think} by Van Tromp, in the Year 1673. 
When the Preparations were making for the Batile, Ja, | 
tho’ a Volunteer, confefs’d, Fear began to invade him ; 
but, when the Man at the Lopmatft. Head cry’d, a Sai/! 
then two Sail! and after, Zounds, a whole Wood! Fors 
a errors augmented: But his Fears came to the full 
| Height, when a Sailor’ afk’d him, If he had not per- 
| H formed 


l) 
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Treland 5 and was at Sea in that violent Storm 
when Brigadier Fitzgerald was caft away in the 
Packet-Boat, near Hoath, where every Soul 
perifhed but the Mafter of the Veffel. How- 
ever, after much Difficulty, and great Danger, 
he landed fafe in Dublin. Mr. Hufband con- 
tinued on the Stage with great Reputation as 
an Aétor, and a Gentleman of exact Condu&: 
An Example truly worthy imitating. 


He afterwards paffed and repaffed from 


England to Ireland feveral Times, till, in the 
Year 1713. he was fettled in this Kingdom, 
for (I believe) the remaining Part of his Days, 
fix’d in the Efteem of all that know him. 


formed on the Stage? Fo reply’d_ in the Affirmative, | 


Why then (reply’d the blunt Tarr) To-morrow, if you are 
not f2ild the prfe Broa Afde, by G—d Jou will fee the 
deepcft and bloodiefi Tra gedy you ever far in your Life. 

Yo was fo inimitable in dancing the Clown, that Ge- 
neral Jngoldfhy was fo well pleated, that he fent him 
Five Guineas from the Box where he fat. ‘Jo dreffed 
himielt ai Day, and went to the Caftle to return 
Thanks. ‘The General was hard to be perfuaded it was 
the fame Perfon 1; but Yo foon convine’d him, by fay- 
ing, Je the very Mon, ant please your Ex- coll. €N-Cey 5 


ad, at the fame time, twirling his Hat, as he did in | 


the Dance, with his confummate foolifh Face and Scrape. 
Nay, now I am convinced, rep ly’d the General (laugh- 

ing), and the u fe Lalt not feow ; luch a Face for nothing here— 
So gave Fo Five Guineas more; which fo well pleafed 
him 


4 *$ 


clownifh Manner, and, as Shake/pear fays, Set the Tabh 


S T > 7 
on a Rear. So Exit J 


The 


that he paid his Compliments in his aukward, | 


Mr. Hulet. 
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The Lees of Life with Chearfulnefs be wears, 
dnd from an upright Mind no Death be fears. 


Mr. Cyarugs H-Ub ET. 


TH IS Perfon performed one Seafon on 
the Dublin Stage. He was born in the 


Year 1701. and was b 
) tice to a Bookfeller. 
his Mafter’s Shop, | 
in the Kitchen, 


y his Father put ’ Pren- 

By reading of Plays in 
1€ us’d to repeat Speeches 
in the Evening, to the De- 


) itruction of many a Chair, which he fubft- 
tuted in the Room of real Perfons in his 


Drama. 


| One N 
| Part of Alexander, 
Tentative of Clytus 


ight, as he was repeating the 
with his wooden Repre- 
(an old Elbow-Chair), and 


pcoming to the Speech where the old Gencral 


is to be kil 


‘{hatch’d a 


threw it with fuch Strength a 
tus, that the Chair was kill 


Pd, this young mock Alexander 


Poker inftead of a Favelin, and 


and lay mangled on the Floor. 


of Chytus made a montftrous 


pdifturbed the 


gainft poor Cly- 
‘d upon the Spot, 


The Death 


Noife, which 
Matter in the Parlour, who 


Walled out to know the Reafon; and was an- 
» Nothing, Sir, but 


{wered by the Cook below 
that Alexander bas Rlf'd C 


lytus, 


Fis Mafter, Mr. Edmund Curll § (a Per- 


f Mr. Curl] was a Perfon of éxtraord 


fon 


inary Talents, 


very pleafing in C onverfation, and could extraG Gaid 


EL 
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ae 


from 
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fon well noted in London from Mr. Pope's 
commencing Phyfician), finding his Inclina- 
tion fo ftrong for the Stage, agreed to let him 
try his Fortune there. He had a moft extra- 
ordinary melodious Voice, ftrong, and clears 
and in the Part of Macheath, in the Beggar's 
Opera, he was allow’d to excel the Original: 
Then he was:an excellent Mimic, if Excel 
lency may be join’d to Mimicry. He took a 
little too much Pride in the Firmnefs of his 
Voice ; for he had an odd Cuftom of ftealing 
unperceiv’d upon a Perfon, and, with a Hem! 
in his Ear, deafen him for fome time, with 


from Dirt. He had the Art of forming a Title to a 
Book beyond the reft of the Craft, or even the Authors 
themfelves. I have forgot how he came to ftumble 
over Mr. Pope; for Mr. Curl was a little purblind, and 
loft his Sight fome Years before his Death. But Mr. 
Pope in Revenge invited him to a Tavern, under the 
Colour of Friendfhip: Sack being a favourite Liquor 
with Mr. Cur//, this great, Poet had a Draught prepared 
in an antimonial Cup, which the unfufpecting Book- 
feller chearfully drank off to the Health of his good 
Friend Mr. Pope. But the Operation began to work 
before he could reach his own Houfe, with fuch violent 
Motions, that the intended Farce was near ending in the 
Tragedy of Mr. Edmund Curll. ‘The next Day, to come 
plete his Revenge, Mr. Pope publifhed a humourous 


Account of the Murder of Mr. Cur// by Poifon. But | 


this Poet and Bookfeller, to their Deaths, declared fell 
War again{ft each other; and tho’ the latter might be 
‘ut to his Shifts fometimes, yet he often found Means 
to gall his Kibe, Pope, in his Dunciad, has made Curll 
a Demi-hero, and has filthily bedaub’d him with Ho- 


nours; but enrag’d Wit, hke a Wafp difturb’d, will 


Ay at harmlefs Paiiengers, and leave their poifoned Sting 


behind. 


the. 
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the Strength and Loudnefs of his Voice. Yet 
this cuftomary Folly (for Folly it may be 
juttly call’d) prov’d his Fate; for the laft 
Hem! he gave broke a Blood-Veffel, which 
was the Caufe of his Death in Twenty-four 
Hours after. He was a great Benefactor to 
the Malt-Tax, which, in my Opinion, was 
the Caufe of that Mountain of Flefh he was 
loaded with. 

At the Time of his Death, he was under 
Mr. Henry Giffard, at the Theatre in Good- 
man’s-Fields. He was bury’d at the Charge 
of that Gentleman, in St. Mary’s Church, 
White-chapel, in the 35th Year of his Age. 
We fhall end with Mr. Hulet in Mr. Giffara’s 

own Words. 
| © Mr. Charles Hulet was endowed with 
« oreat Abilities for a Player; but laboured 
<* under the Difadvantage of a Perfon rather 
“© too corpulent for the Hero or the Lover , 
«© but his Port well became Heury the Eighth, 
'< Falftaff, &c. and many other Characters, both 
© Tragedy and Comedy, in which he would have 
been equally excellent, had his Application 
_“ and Figure been proportionable to his Qua- 
-% lifications; which had he duly cultivated, 
** he would have become a very confiderable 
| © Performer.” 

What Machines are we poor Mortals! that 

| a Perfon fhould be kill’d with a Hem ! 


As ina Watch, if the leaft Engine flies, 
| TheW ork is ftopp’ d, and thewholeMovement dies. 
TA Mr. 


Mr. Johnfon. 


Mr. BENJAMIN JOHNSON, 


Ommonly called Ben Fobnfon, was bred 

a Painter, where his Employment led 
him to paint, under his Mafter, the Scenes for 
the Stage; but he took more Pleafure in hear- 
ing the Actors rehearfe, than in his Pencil or 
Colours; and, as he us’d to fay in his merry 
Mood, left the Saint’s * Occupation to take that 
of a Sinner. 
’ He arrived to as great a Perfection in Act- 
wg, as his great Namefake did in Poetry. 
He feemed to be proud to wear that eminent 
Poet’s double Name, being more fparticular- 
ly great in all that Author’s Plays that. were 
ufually performed, viz. Wa/p in the Play of 
Bartholomew-Fair, Corbaccio in the Fox, Mo- 
rofe in the Silent Woman, and Ananias in the 
Alchymift. 

Fie was but once in this Kingdom, about 
fifty Years ago, in the Summer Seafon. I 
have heard him often give moft extravagant. 
Praifes to one Baker, a Mafter-Paver in Dubd- 
lin, for excelling in Sir John Falftaff, the 
Spanife Fryar, Sic Epicure Mammon in the 
Alchymift, and many other Parts. He would 
be ftudying in the Streets, while he would be 
overlooking his Men at their Work. One 


& St. Zuke was a Painter, and thofe that follow that 
Art have chofen him for their Patron; and make his 
Day a Time of Mirth and Jollity. 


Day 
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Day two of his Men, that were newly come 
under their Mafter, and were Strangers to his 
Manner, obferving his Countenance, Mo- 
tions, Geftures, and talking to himfelf, ima- 
gined their Mafter was mad. Baker, feeing 
his Men negle&t their Work to gaze at him, 
bid them, in a hafty Manner, mind their Buft- 
nefs! The Country-Fellows (for they but 
lately came from Chefter) went to work again, 
but ftill with an Eye upon their Matter. The 
Part was Sir fobn Falftaff that Baker was re- 
hearfing; and, when he came to the Fifth Act, 
where the humourous Knight is fuppoied to fee 
| Sir Walter Blunt \ie dead upon the Stage—He 
| gives a Look on one of his new Pavers, and 
| muttered loud enough to be heard, with Eyes 
| fix’d upon him, — Who have we here ? — Sir 
| Walter Blunt !—Tbere’s Honour for you. The 
| Fellow, that was ftooping, rofe on the Inftant, 
clapping hold of his Mafter-—Wauns! Ife blunt 
| enough to take care of you, Tfe warrant you! 
§ So, with the Help of his Companion, they 
bound Mr. Baker*s Hands and Feet, affifted 
| by other People, no wifer than themfelves s 
and, notwithftanding their Mafter’s Noife and 
Struggle, they carried him home in that Con- 
‘dition, with a great Mob at their Heels. Mr. 
Fobnfon informed me, when he returned to 
England, he gave Mr. Betterton the Manner 
of Baker’s playing Falfaff; which that great 
Aétor not only approv’d of, but imitated ; 
and allowed the Manner was better than his 
H 4 own, 
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own. Mr. Hufband gave me much the fame 
Account of this Mr. Baker. 

Mr. Yohnfon played to the laft Year of his 
Life, with the fame ftandard Reputation ; 
and died in 4ugut 1742. in the 77th Year of 
his Age. 


He fell like Autumn Fruit, that mellow’d long, 
£ven wonder'd at, becaufe he dropt no fooner, 
OEDIPUS. 


Mifs ]. Jongs, 


| HE Father of this young Gentlewoman 
was born in Wales, a Branch of an an- 
tient and reputable Family in that Country ; 
but an unforefeen Misfortune falling upon 
him, he made the Stage his Refuge, and go 
verned a Country Company many Years, with 
Judgment, Honefty, and Reputation. Mifs 
Jones, more by the Will of her Father than 
her own Inclinations, was thruft on the Stage 


a mere Infant, and now makes a very good 


Figure there: But her Virtue, and fober dif 
creet Behaviour, may be a Pattern for Imita- 
tion; therefore I fhall fay no more, but con- 
clude, that fhe deferves a better Fate. 


Our Guardian Angel 1s fair Innocence, 
Mud virtuous Actions are our beft Defence. 


Mr, 


ae 
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Mr. THEOPHILUS KEEN. 


Mention this Gentleman, as receiving In- 
ftruétions from the late Fofeph Afhbury, Efq; 
Mr. Keen was an excellent Scholar, and a very 
good Actor: But, having fome Share in the 
Government of the Theatre in Lincoln’ s-Inn- 
Fields, under Mr, Rich, either for the Want of 
Performers, or, perhaps, overlooking his ‘T’a- 
lents (a Fault fometimes very sood Actors, of 
both Sexes, are guilty of), he {tood for Parts 
fomething out of his Road, as Oroonoko, Earl 
of Effex, Edgar in King Lear , when, in the 
Part of Gloffer, in the fame Play, and others of 
that Caft, no Actor of hisTime could excel him. 
| Altho’ a very good Figure and Voice, his Per- 
fon wanted Elegance for the foft Characters. 
[It was reported, the ill Succefs of the Thea- 
tre, when he was Sharer in Profit and Lofs, 
broke his Heart. He died in the Year 1719. 
and was bury’d in the Body of the Church of 
St. Clement-Danes, by a voluntary Subicrip- 
“tion from both Houfes. It was what we term 
in England a Walking Funeral ; and there 
were upwards of Two hunired Perfons in 
deep Mourning. His Life was publifhed by, 
Mr. Savage, illegitimate Son to the Earl of 
Rivers. Several Wou'd-be- Wits wrote Copies 
of Verfes upon his Death: One I remember 
ending with this Line: 


And Death was found too Sharp for Keen. 


Mates Mr, 
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Mr. LAURENCE KENNEDY. 


FLTS Gentleman is a Native of Jreland, 
~ born in Dublin, His good Figure, agree- 
able Voice, and genteel eafy Carriage, render 
him a pleafing Aor ; and we may expect from 
fuch Qualifications, that Time may bring him 
to great Perfection, All Arts are learned by 
Time, Obfervation, and Induftry; and, when 
Choice guides Youth in any Occupation, Na- 
ture feems to lead the Way. 


But many blunder on in various Vays ; 
some tll fucceed, while others merit Praife. 


Mr. Jonn LeE1Gu, 


| Think, was born in Jreland. He com- 

menced Actor, however, on the Trifh Thea- 
tre. -He was a Perfon of fome Education, 
with a particular amiable Form, and genteel 
Addrefs, infomuch that he gained the Appel- 
lative of Handfome Leigh. A good F igure 
was the chief Advantage in the Parts he per- 
form’d. He was call’d from this Kingdom, 
to fill up the Troop of Comedians rais’d to 
garifon the New Theatre in Lincoly?s-Inn- 
fields, in the Year 1714. at its firft Open- 
ing; where he fet forth the Fir? Night in 
Captain Plume, in the Recruiting Officer ; 
which occafioned the following Lines to be 
wrote on the Back of one of their Bills - 


"Tis 
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"Tis right to raife Recruits; for, faith, they're 
wanted s 

For not one aéting Soldier’s bere, "tis granted. 


Mr. Leigh, I believe, might have been in 
the good Graces of the Fair-Sex, if bis Tajfte 
had led him that Way. We was addicted to 
Poetry, and produced a Comedy call’d Kenfing- 
ton-Gardens, acted at the Theatre in Lincoln’ s- 
Inn-Fields in the Year 1720. which walk’d 
confumptively fix Nights, and then expir'd. 
He alfo trimm’d up a Farce call’d, Hob’s Wed- 
ding, taken from a Comedy call’d, Toe Coun- 
try Wake, written by that perfect Comedian 
Mr. Thomas Dogget. He has wrote feveral 
‘humourous Songs. Here follows a Sample, 
| which as it is a Theatrical Anecdote, will re- 
“quire a little Illuftration by way of Notes. 


To the Tune of, Thomas I cannot. 


Lf fi /egndatons NeigbbcursofEortagalslircents 
a Come liften awhile to my Ditty ; 

| Pil fing you a Song, tha’ my Voice be not fweet, 

| And that you will fay 1s a Pity: 

As merry a Sonnet as Times can afford, 

| Of Egleton*, Walker’, Jack Hall‘, aad 
| my Lord * ; 

) Ifyou doubt of the Truth, to confirmev'ry V ord, 


x77 
bb 


* Portugal-freet, where the Theatre in Lincoln’s-Inzx- 

| Ficlds is built. 

a Mr. Egleton, commonly call’d Baron Eg/eton, for 
taking that Title upon him in France, where he {quan- 
dered away a finall Patrimony. His Peston was per- 

. Hi 6 fedily 


180 Mr, Leigh. 
LU call for a Witnefs — Will Thomas! Will 


Thomas ¢ ! 
| PU call for a Witnefs — Will Thomas! 


Il. 

Firft, Egleton coax’d the Fool over the Way ', 

| With Sentences fweeter than Honey ; 

ii Al Toad in a Hole * was their Dinner that Day, 

| | nd my Noodle he lent them bis Money. 
What tho’ I have got by him many a Crown ? 
What 1 ne'er can forgive him is, that he came 
down 
Five Guineas the Night ere he went out of Town. 


Ls this true, or no?—O yes! fays Will Thomas, 
O yes, &c. 


feétly genteel, and a very pleafing Aétor ; but through - 
a wild Road of Life, he finith’d his Journey in the zgth 
Year of his Age. 

> Mr. Walker (the original Macheath). Vide the Ac- 
count of his Life. 

© Mr. Fohn Hall, a Sharer in old Smock alley Thea- 
tre above thirty Yearsago. He went from hence with 
Mr. Leigh to the New Theatre in Lincoln’s- Inn-Fields. 
He was fomething too corpulent, and a Thicknefs of 
Speech that might be mimic’d with Eafe, which adds 
fome Humour to this Ballad. He underitood Mu/fic, 
and was once a Dancing-Ma/ler, and the original Lockt 
in the Beggar’s Opera. 

¢ My Lord, a young Nobleman weak in Intelleés 
(Title and Eftates do not always inherit Wifdom) 

© A Waiter at a Coffee-houfe in Portugal-fireet, over- 
againit the Stage-Door ; a Perfon in Underfandin 
pretty near upon a Par with my Lord. 

* ‘The young Lord. 

# A Cant Word for any bak’d Meat with a Pudding, 


o 
o 
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Il. 
Tom Walker, bis Creditors meaning to choufe, 
Like an boneft good-natur’d y oung Fellow, 
Refolv’d all the Summer to ftay in the Houfe, 
And rebearfe by bimfelf Maffianello *. 
Ms foon as be beard of the Baron’s Succe/s ', 
He fiript off bis Night-gown, and put on er 
Dre/s, 
And cry’d, D--ma my B—d! I will firike for 
no lefs ; 
So be call’d oer the Hatch * for Will Thomas! 
Will Thomas! 
So be call’d, &c. 
IV. 
Go tell my young Lord, fays this modeft young 
Man, 
I beg he'd invite me to Dinner ; 


L1 be as diverting as ever f can, 
I will by the Faith of a Sinner ! 


h Maffiancllo, a Play, or rather two Plays, on the 
| Rebellion of Napls, by Thomas Anello, a Fifherman of 
that City, who was near fubverting the Government, 
| having the whole Power and Command in his Hands for 
| feveral Days; but plunging himfelf into Wine inftead 
| of his Element of Water, he at laft ended his Life and 
| mock Reign ina Ditch. Mr. Walker took fome Pains 
| that Summer to contraét the two Plays into one, which 
| was perform’d the following Winter, with fome Succefs, 
The two Plays were originally written by Mfr. Thcmas 
Durfi ey. 

i Mr. Egleton receiv'd the five Guineas from the Lord. 

k The Hatch of the Stage-door: The Bounds of 
thofe Theatrical Princes, that might receive four Pounds 
a Week, and by their Induttry make Shift to fpend fix. 
A great Virtue in fome Theatrical Gentry, 

i 
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I mimic all AGors, the worft and the beft, 

I'll fing bim a Song, Pll crack him a Felt, 

Dll make bim A& better than Henley the Prieft ' 

Pll tell him fo, Sir, fays Will Thomas, Will 
Thomas, 

Pll tell him fo, &c. 


V. 


Jack Hall, who was then juft awaken’d from 
Sleep, : 

Said (turning about to Grace Moffet ™), 

> Twou'd vex any Dog to fee Pudding thus creep, 
And not have a Share of the Profit : 

If you have not, faysGrace,you’re not Mr. Hall! 

And if I bave not, it foall coft me a Fall x 

For half a Loaf’s better than no Bread at all ; 

And fo Pil call out for Will Thomas, Will 

Thomas, 


And fo, &c. 


VI. 


Go tell my young Lord, I can teach him to Dance, 
Altho’ P’'m no very great Talker , 
I'll foew him good Manners juft landed from 
France, 
That’ s more than he'll learn from Tom Walker! 
I Sing, and I A&, I Dance, and I Fence ; 
Lam arare Fudge of -- good Eating -- and Senfe -- 
' Orator Henley, who was taught to fpeak by Mr. 
Walker. 
™ Grace Moffet, Daughter to Mr. Ha// s Second Wife, 
that kept the Be// and Dragon in Portugal-/rreet. 


And 
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And then--as for Englith -- I underftandF rench. 
‘Ll tell him fo, Sir, fays Will Thomas, Will 
| Thomas, 


Pil tell him fo, &c. 


VII. 
The Peer was juft going bis Purfe-frings te 
draw, 

_ . In order to lend them his Money — 

As foon as his forward Good-nature I faw", 
I cry’d out, My Lord! fie upon you ! 
To us you're as hard as a Turk, or a Jew ; 
Lf you part with your Money, pay where it is 
due 5 

Poor Betty’s ° with Child, and it may be by you. 
| Here’s Fun for us all! cry’d Will Thomas, 
| Will Thomas, 
\Here’s Fun, &c. 


| VIll. 
When bis Lordfip beard this, away down be 
Yat 
And drove away ftrait to the Devil” ; 
) Will Thomas fneak’d over to the Green-man? ; 
| Thus our Cuftomers ufe us uncivil". 


" As foon, &c. 'This Ballad was to be fuppofed to be 
)made by the Woman that kept the Coffee-houfe. 

° Betty, Maid to the Coffee-woman, that could ferve 
the Peer, and the Porter. 

P The Devil Tavern, Temple-Par. 
i 8 A Brandy fhop over the Way 
| * Thus our Cuftomers, &. Refleftions of the Coffee- 
woman, 


Poor 
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Poor Betty’s Misfortune is pity’d by all, 

Who expects ev’ry Moment in Pieces to fall, 

Tho’ foe wears tis my Lord’s, "twas got by 
Jack Hall, 

Or elfe by poor fneaking Will Thomas, Will 
Thomas, 


Or elfe, &c. 


The Author died in 1726. the 37th Year 
of his Age. 


A Time that fhould to true Perfection tends 
But many promife well, that never mend. 


Mr. LEw. ts; LAYFIYELD, 


W AS born in England, has been in many 

Employments both by Sea and Land, 
and was formerly very active and ftrong, able 
to go through Fatigues. As I do not know 
the Offices he bore in the Service, I muft be 
filent on that Head. I remember him in 
Drury-lane, when I was in my Youth, a nim- 
ble active Scaramouch, before he was loaden 
with that Burden of Flefh he now carries about 
him. Atthat Time he was fuch a Perfon as his 
eldeft Son, Mr. Robert Layfield, appears at 
prefent, who is a very good Player in feveral 


Caft of Parts, particularly Serjeant Kite, &c. 
Mr, - 
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Mr. Layfield has been a main Pillar, Time 
pai, in fupporting the Dudlin Theatre, and 
therefore ought to be refpected in his Decline ; 
but he is happily engaged for Life, and of Con- 
fequence (if Articles are binding) will receive 
his Salary to the Day of his Death. There 
are feveral Parts he might ftill perform with 
Satisfaction, as Hob, Fobfon, and many others ; 
for the Audience (in well-efteemed Actors) will 
*bate them fomething of their Years for the 
Service they bave done. I do not know whe- 
ther that Circumftance will have any Weight 
with the Managers here, tho’ it 1s an old-fa- 
fhion’d Cuftom in England, but different 
| Nations, different Cuftoms. 


| °Tis [aid the Natives of the Cape Good-Hope *, 
When Age is failing, end it with a Rope. 


Mr. WILLIAM MILWARD. 


HIS Gentleman was born at Lichfield 
in Staffordfbire the 29th of September in 
the Year1702. His Great Grandfather Sir 
Thomas Milward was Chief Juftice of Weft- 
| Chefter, and raifed a Troop of Horfe in De- 


8 Tt is a Cuftom with the Inland Hottentots (who are 

not under the Eye of the Dutch at the Cape) when they 

| perceive their Relations drooping with Age and Infirmt- 

ties, either to carry them into fome diftant Wood for 

| Beafts to devour, or end them byAx or Halter at Home ; 
- and have a Saying among them — No Work, no Meat. 

fence 


Mr. Milward. 


fence of that unhappy Monarch King Charles 
the Firft, and was then a County Palatine, 
which occafioned the Rump Parliament in the 
Year 1659. to vote their Charter void; and I 
do not find it ever reftor’d. The Family were 
originally from Derby/bire. The Father of 
our Actor, a few Years after the Birth of his 
Son, removed to Ustoxeter (commonly called 
Tociter) in the County of Stafford, dittant 
from London 126 meafured Miles, formerly 
a Colony of the Romans. 

He had his Education in a School of that 
Town, accounted one of the beft in that Part 
of the Country. At fifteen his Father brought 
him to Londgn, where he was put Apprentice 
to an eminent Apothecary in Norfolk-/treet in 
the Strand ; but he has often declared, there 
were fo many Dangers in the Employment, that 
he could never like it. The following Acci- 
dent made him determine to leave it. 

“* Fie was ordered by his Mafter to: carry 
his Prefcriptions to a Gentleman and Lady 
<* ill of different Maladies at the fame time ; 
‘* the Labels were wrong directed, but he did 
“* not difcover this Miftake till the next Day, 
“* when he carried other Medicines to the fame 
“* Perfons, and by his Judgement in the O- 
“* peration foon found out the Miftake. He 
“* was greatly terrified, but for fear of more, 
“< he let fall the Phial he had in his Hand, as 
‘* by Accident, ran back to his Mafter, and 
‘* told him what had been done. The Mat- 
G6 ter © 
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“* ter ordered more proper Dofes, the Pati- 
-“* ents recovered, and all was well.”’ 

ie Mir. Milward’s firfk Eiffay in Acting was 
among young Gentlemen, privately, for their 
own Diverfion. In a finall time after he mixt 
witha Country Company of Comedians, where 
his Merit fhone fo bright, that it open’d the 
Eyes of the Mana ager in Lincoln’ s-Inn- Fields, 

with whom he rofe in that Theatre, and Co- 
| vent-Garden, to be placed inthe foremoft Rank 

lof Perfection. | He died in the 4oth Year of 
shis Age, in the very Meridian of an Actor, 
sthen belonging to the Theatre in Drury-lane. 

(Mr. Mi lebavd fhall make his Ewzt from this 
worldly Stage, with an Epilogue {pol <e for 
ithe Benefit of his Widow, which will better 
i his Excellencies. 


H EN Rokcius died, each gen’rous Roma 
| wept, - 

While Cicero’s deathle/s Page bis Plaudit kept ; 
Such was the Harveft in that Golden Age, 
Whe toil’d to till the Vineyard of the Siage : 

i Tbe Romans wept ! more gen’rous Britons, ye 
I Dry up the Tears of Milward’s Family : 

)Xour bounteous Cares beyond the Grave extend ! 
\Lo! what a Scene, dead Merit to befriend y 

) For Merit fure be (hard in evry Part, 

) Merit moft rare — Integrity of Heart. 
\Whate er of Friendly, Gewrous, Good, he play’ d, 
In Scenes of real Life he fill difplay’d : 

) Young Hamlet’s Sable when he chofe to wear, 
R Y pours Hamlet’s filzal Piety was there : 


W hen 
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When the fond Lover * Phocyas was his Part, 
Each tender Line {prang glowing from his Heart; 
Or when Macdutt’s dire Anguifh was bis Theme, 
The Hufband and the Father bled in him. 
Well might be pleafe, when with each virtuous 
Thought 
Tbe Poet penn’ d, the Player’s Breaft was fraught. 
Such Milward was, as fuch his early Grave 
Calis down the Pity of the Fair and Brave ; 
Cut off juft at the. Noon-tide of bis Days, 
Sufi when behop'd to have deferv’ dyour Praife: 
The Player, fteel’d to counterfeit the Tear, 
Diftills an undiffembled Eye-drop here ; 
Whit by this fplendid Circle fir’d, his Breaft 
With Emulation burns, and claims his beft, 
That bis own Manes may like Milward’ ref. 


Mr. CHoartes Mackin, 


Was born in the Kingdom of Jre/and, but 

left that Country very young. He catt 
his Thoughts towards the Stage in Englaud 
in his early Years. ‘The Science of Acting is 
not to be learn’d without great Labour and 
Study ; and, -not copying any Performer that 
went before him, he has at length fhone out 
a finifh’d Original. I never knew him under- 
take any Part, but, as in Painting, I found 
Jome Strokes of Nature that gave frefh Touches 
to the Picture he was drawine. 


 Phocyas in the Siege of Damafcus. 


He 
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He rofe gradually in the Theatrical Corps, 
like the late Northern Star of Rufia, till he 
came to be chief Leader ; he regularly gained 
the Topmaft Step, and now is feated in the 
Throne of Perfection, difpenfing Laws to 
that Part of the Province where the Socx is 
worn, where he reigns fole Monarch, and de- 
fervedly fo, fince with long laborious Pains he 
has found out the true Rule of Reigning. Shy- 
Jock the Few, inthe Merchant of Venice, is fo 
jinimitably counterfeited, that we cannot fay 
more than what a Gentleman faid extempore on 
fecing him perform the Part : 


This is the Jew 
That Shakefpear drew. 


This excellent Comedian is Author of a Play 
call’d Henry the Vilth, or the Popi/h Impojtor, 
aéted at the Theatre-Royal in Drury-Lane, the 
Story of Perkin Warbeck. ‘The Piece (in my 
Judgment) is well-plann’d, the Diction 1s not 
confidered critically ; but no wonder, fince he 
was put upon the Subject, and had but fix 
Weeks from the firft Line in Writing to the 
firft Night in Acting. The following One- 
A& Pieces have been, performed with great 
Succefs, but not printed. 

A Will, or no Will ; or, a new Cafe for 
the Lawyers. 

A Critic on the Su/picious Hufband ; or, 
the Plague of Envy. 


The 
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The Fortune-Hunters ; or, the Widow Be- 
awitch’d. 


I thall conclude with two Lines, wrote by 
a Gentleman in this Kingdom. 


This Jew, this Colonel, Lopez, Ben, bas foown, 
He makes each various Chara&er bis own. 


Mrs. MACKLIN, 


M*Y (by her Judgment and Execution in 

the Parts the undertakes) be equally 
tanked with the firft Clafs of Actrefles, and, 
in fome Articles, lead the Way. She never 
jets up for a Heroine, or attempts to appear in 
an improper Light ; fhe knows the Power of 
her own Talents, and always fhines with un- 
borrow’d Light, without the Danger of being 
eclipfed. Her Propriety in Drefs, for the va. 
rious Characters fhe performs, is another Fx- 
cellence that moft of her Cotemporaries either 
pals over with very little Regard, or not 
enough. 

In my Theatrical Courfe of above thirty 
Years, I have not feen her Equal in many Parts, 
viz. the Widow Black-Acre in Wycherly’s 
Plain-Dealer, Mrs. Day in the Committee, 
Widow Lackit in-Southern’s Orooncko, Lady 


Plant in Congreve’s Double-Dealer, Doris in 


“ifep by Sir Fobu Vanbrugh, Mrs. Amelet in the 
Con- 
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Confederacy by the fame Author, Lady Jifb- 

fort inthe Way of the World, and a Number 
of other Characters, that are wrote in the 

| true Spirit of Comedy. But a Veffel need 
not fail of arriving at the defired Port with 
the Care of fo good a Pilot. 

We may find by thefe two Examples, that 
Ireland has produced as complete Comedians 
as her Sifter Exgland : But I fhall give a few 
| Lines, the Sentiments of a young Gentleman 
in this City. 


To Mrs. MACKLIN. 


HILE Macklin charms *the hf’ ning 
| Throng, ‘ 
A nobler Subjeé warms my § ong: 

Of Nature’ s facred Name I'd fing, 

From whom ber various Beauties /pring ; 
|The (welling Senfe! — the genial Fire! 

The nameless Graces we admire ! 

Zo her — fhe frankly did impart 

A Clue — to trace the mazy Heart : 

Sbe gave ber Wit — with graceful Eafe, 
And ev'ry Attribute to pleafe ; | 
But know — thou finifo’d Nynph — to you ? 
| Nor Wonder — nor Applaufe—is due . > 

Lor Charms— which Nature oly drew, S 
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Air, JouN Morris, 


W: AS born in this Kingdom. I underftand 
his firft Entrance on the Stage was 
under the Conduét of Mrs. Violante : With 
her he travelled to England, and by various 
Changes has been in moft of the Theatres in 
London as well as Dublin. There are feveral 
old Mens Parts that he mafterly executes, 
He fings paffingly, is efteemeda good Teague, 
and an excellent Pierrot. He has a Brother of 
the fame Calling, 
Dancing is certainly one of the Appendages 
to Education that few polite People would be J 
without ; yet, if it mends the Manners, it 
does not always mend the Mind; but, as. 
Othello fays, , 


—— °Tis not to make me jealous, | 

To fay my Wife is fair, feeds well, loves Com- 
pany, 

Is free of Speech, fings, plays, and dances well ; | 

Where Virtue is, thefe are moft virtuous. 


Mr. CHARLES MORGAN, 


W AS born in London in the Year 1717 
His Father and Mother both belonging | 
to the Stage at his Birth, the Son play’d the | 
Ghildrens Parts as fogn as he could fpeak 
a plain. | 


Vet Modeak : 
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plain. He.came into this Kingdom in the 
Year 1737. with his Parents, where he made 
a great Progrefs in what is called low Comedy, 
and ¢ gave great Pipi. of Perfection, if a lin- 
gering Confumpti oh had nottaken him off 
the Flower of his Age. I fear he took alittle 
too much Freedom with 1 his Conftitution, and 
by Perfeverance made fhift to get the better of 
it. He died in May 1745. 1n “the 28th Year 
of his Age. The laft Part he performed was 
Beau Clincher in the Conftant Couple, being the 
firft Time of Mr. Sherridan’ Ss appearing in the 
Character of Sir Harry Wildair where M 
Morgan, notwithftanding his ill Fab itof Body, 
like a T ‘aper in its laft Blaze, gave a brighter 
Flame than all that fhone before. This was 
November, tho’ he lingered on till the May 
following. 
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Thus manly Health is often overcome, 
When tts worft Woe is ta be found at Home. 


RA 
5] 


Vi 
o RH Negro AP 
1¥Vhi, IVs OZ E rin. 


he is a ve VY impr OVINE Le : 
many Requifites that may make out what f 
aflert for him, a good Perfon join’d to a 
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He was born in England (tho’ of French 
Extraétion) and (if it is any Honour to him) 
had the much-talk’d-of Dr. Henry Sacheverel 
for a Sponfor. 

Mrs. Mozeen (formerly Mifs Edwards) I 
knew a Child. She fprung up under the Care 
of that eminent Actrefs Mrs. Clive. I know 
Mrs. Mozeen is an Adept in Mufic, has a 
charming Manner and Voice: If her innate 


oO 


Modefty keeps her back as an Actrefs, “Time 
may get the better of her Timidity, Mo- 
defty may affume a proper Spirit, when it 1s 
affured of being juftly right in what is un- 
dertaken ; for Virtue has ever Courage, and 
is its own Guardian. 


oo 


Virtue could fee to do what Virtue would 
By ber own radiant Light, tho’ Sun and Moon 
Were in the flat Sea funk. Milton. 


Mr. WILLIAM MywNITT. 


HIS Gentleman was born of a good Fa- 
mily, at Weobly in Hereforafbire, in the 
Year 1710. where he received a good School 
Education : He was fent to Loudon very young 
to be putinto Bufinefs, but his Friends or ra- 
ther Relations (who often prove our greateft 
Enemies) neglecting his Fortune, he turn’d his 
Thoughts tothe Drama. However he had not 
the Vanity of moft of the Theatrical young 
Heroes, whe jump at once into your Oshello, 
Oroonoko, 
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Oroonoko, Hamlet, or Captain Plume ; but wife- 
ly weighing his own Talents, {tep’d into the 
Part of Polonius in Hamlet, where he oained 
fuch Applaufe, that he refolw’d to put on the 
Sock, with which he walked an eafy Pace in 
the right Road to Perfection. 

Flis firft Trial of Skill was at the Theatre 
in the Hay-market (commonly called the French 
Houfe), where he gave fuch Strokes of Jude- 
ment that alarmed his beft Antagonifts. From 
his beginning Encouragement he was folicited 
to add a promifing Member to the Company 
of Bath, whete there is aregular Theatre, and 
an Audience as difficult to be pleas’d as that in 
London, being generally Perfons of the higheft 
Rank that frequent thofe Diverfions in the Ca- 
pital. He had the good Fortune to give Sa- 
tisfaction there, infomuch that feveral Perfons 
of Diftinétion and Tafte promifed to recom- 
mend him to one of the eftablith’d Theatres 
in London : But a Company that Seafon fet- 
ting out for Ireland, he was refolv’d to ac- 
company them, and cultivate his Genius in 
this Kingdom. His Knowlege in Mufic is 

_ fome Addition to his Merit, and in his Walk 
| of Acting he may keep Pace with the beft 
on both Sides the Water. 

Inever faw Mrs. Mynitt perform any Part 
but as fhe has an amiable Perfon, and excellent 
Voice, I have taken it upon Truft, that the is 
an agreeable Actrefs both in Tragedy and 
Comedy. But the Bulk of the Letters in the 
Bills are the diftinguifhed Charaéteriftics of 


JT 2 Merit. 
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Merit. It puts me in Memory of a Manda- 
yin | faw at Canton in China, who was lifted 
on a Throne of State to public View, while a 
Dozen of his Slaves that bore him in Triumph 
through the Streets, were covered with a 
Curtain, and no more of their Perfons feen 
but the regular Steps of their Feet. 


In ev'ry Region ’tis a Maxim try d, 
Cufiom in fpight of Reafon will prefide. 


Mr. Henry Norris (alias JUBILEE 
Dicky). 


“y7 HIS natural Comedian was born in Sa- 
liftury Court in 1665. near the Spot 
where the Theatre ies afterwards erected that 
vent by the Name of Dor/fet-Garden Theatre, 
it being in Queen Elizabeth’s Days the Gar- 
dens of the Palace belonging to the Earl of 
Dorfet. Te play’d on the Jri/é Stage in 1695. 
Tho’ a diminutive Figure, there were many 
Parts that he excelled in, viz. Barnaby Brittle 
in the Wanton Wife, &c. remember when 
Mr. Norris was in his Decline, Mr. Czdder _ 
made fom Alterati ons in the Play, and 
form’d the Part himfelf; Mrs. Oldfield a 
of Mrs. Brittle, But the complain’d fhe could 
not perform it with that Spirit with him, as fhe 
did with little Norris (as fhe call’d pila When I 
afked her the Reafon, fhe reply’ d, Cuckoldom 
did not fit fo eafy on Cibber’s Figure as it did 
upon 
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upon that of Norris’s, who feem’d form’d by 
Nature to be one. 

The Mother of this little great Comedian was 
one of the firft Women that ¢ came on the Stage 
as an Actrefs; for fome Time after the Refto- 
ration of King Charles the Second young 
fmooth-fac’d Men perform’d the Womens 
Parts. That humourous Monarch, coming be- 
fore his ufual Time to Shake pear’ s Han let, 

fent the facetious Earl. of Rochefter to know 
the Reafon of their Dela who brought 
Word back, That the Queen was not quite 
feav'd. Ods Fifb (his ufual E:xpreffion), I beg 
her Maj¢fty’s Pardon! we'll wait till ber Barber 
has done with ber. 

Mr. Norris married Mrs. Knapton, the Sifter 
of the late Mr. Wilks’s firft Wife, by whom 
he had feveral Children. The Females aré 
fince dead’, and refembled the Mother in Sta- 
ture, fhe being a bese perfonable Woman ; 
but the Sons copied the Father, our Fudilee 
Dicky, which Nickname came for his inimi- 
table humourous Performance of a Part fo 
called in The Conjfiant Couple; or, A Trip to 
the “fubilee. 

He {poke Tragedy exceedingly knowing ii 
the different Paffions, tho’ he never perform ’d 
any Part of the ferious Caft: For, notwith- 
ftanding his Judgment, on the London Theatres 
his Figure muft have made the Sentiments ri- 
diculous. After the Death of that celebrated 
Author Mr. dddifon, the merry Mr. Penketh- 

1-3 Mans 
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man, at his Pein at Richmond", play’d the 
‘Tragedy of Cato, or, rather, defil’d thofe no- 
ble Sentiments of I baat out of fuch merry 
Mouths. .Jorris was ridiculoufly drefled for 
Cato, Penke mc an Fu tba, low Comedians for 
he other Characters, ind the two Ladies fup- 
plied by Men af the fame Caft: Yer a blind’ 
Man might have borne with Norris in the Ro- 
man Patriot faked he {poke it with all the So- 
lJemnity of a fuffering Hero; while Penketh- 
man, and the reft of the motley Tribe, made 
it as ridiculous ane Jumour and Action : And 
yet fome of the rit Re nk in the Kingdom 
jeemed highly d diverted, whilft others i nvoke d 
tne Manes of the dead Roman and Briton to 
rife,and avenge their own Caufe.  Lremember 
the next Morning the following four Lines 
ere patt ie on elie Door of the Pla yhoufe : 


dibs Greatnefs bears fuch Language fpoke, 
Wi abi freedom’s made a Foke ; 


ba eb ice mean Souls be never free 


To tafte the Sweets of Liberty. 


An illuftrious Nobleman, who had a Seat near 
Kichmond, feeing feveral People reading the 


( There are two Richmonds in England ; one in York- 


Soir e, that gives the Title to that illuftrious Family ; the 


other Riboinand is ‘Ten Miles from London. lt may 
rank with fome Cities in England for its Extent, but I 
know of none that can equal it in its fine Situation upon 
the noble River Thames, its healthful Air, beautiful va- 
rious Profpects from the Hi \], and its increafing noble 
Buildings. 


Cay FO ik aS 
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Lines as he was riding up the Hill, ftop’d, 
and perufed them ; and faid, in his ufual grave 
Manner,—I wifh the Poetry bad been better. 


Mr. Norris died in the 69th Year of his 


Age. His eldeft Son may be remember’d here 
as an Aor, fome few Y ears ago, on old Smock- 

alley Stage; but neither he, nor his Brother 
(who has likewife troubled feveral Country 
Stages in England), refembled the Father in 
any Uhing but Stature. 


Great Nature differs in the human Race ; 
Some worthlefs Stems the Parent-roots difzrace, 


Mrs. ANNE OLDFIELD. 


ry TLE Reafon why I have thruft this cele- 
4 brated Actrefs into my Account, may be 
| learn’d by the following Epiftle. 


Dublin, May the 27th. 
Sy Pihy 

47 E find, by the News-papers, you in- 
tend to give us the Hiffory of the 
Stage. It is defir’d by feveral, that you 
would be pleafed to add Mrs. Oldfield to the 
Number (tho’ we are all affured fhe never 
was inthis Kingdom). We knowthe Tafk 
is in your Power; and-you will oblige many 

that have a Regard for you. 
$6 Doar sece. 


93 


1 4 


200 


Every Art has its Origin, but, when bi ‘ought 
to full Perfeétion, it ts often in Danger of dé 


caying, and, fometimes, of being quite loft in 
ablivion. Painting on Gla/s, in this Age; 1 


1t Copy of our lnonesaseacs in a 

the perdurable Cement of our an- 
tient Cajiles, &c. 1s now unknown. ‘The Sun 
again, but O/dfield’s Light is loft 


ain 
A 
1d 
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i was too young to view her firft Dawn on 
the Stage, but yet had the infinite Satisfaction 


aks oh ee <i aes Oe o bi Se 
of her Merician Luftre,a Glow of Charms not 
. ae es I bs | ae Bea S| 
to be beheld ‘but with a trembling Kve! waicn 
; 2 4 -) J 


nfluence et in Night. 
Mr. Fargukar ru d have been informed by 
brought he r fit ‘{t to fhine in Public. 
tle accidentally, at a Tavern kept by a near 
She of Mrs. Oldfield’s, heard a Perfon 
ceive ar iedy in a Room behind the Bar, | 
\ a juft Vivacity, and Humour of the | 
Characters,. as gave him infinite Surprize, and | 
Satisfaction. His Curi lofity was too prevalent 

to cbferve the Height of good Manners; 
therefore he made a Pretence to go “a the 
Room, where he was ftruck dun sb, r fome 
Time, with her Figure, and bl ooming i. eauty 3 
but was more afton Riffs t her Difcourfe, and 
iprightly Wit. Mr. Farqubar prefs’d her to | 
purlue her Amuf fem ont, but was obliged to de- 
part without that Satisfaction. : 
Mr. Wilks seo at that Time, in [reland; J 
therefore he took fome Pains to acquaint Sir | 
Tobr 
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John Vanbrugh (who had fome Share in the 
Theatre) with the Jewel he had found thus by. 
Accident. It was fome Time before the would 
be prevailed upon; tho” fhe has merrily told 
me, [ long’d to be at it, and only wanted a litile 
decent Intreaties. 

Alinda, in the Pilgrim, was the firft Part fhe 
was taken Notice of in, which Sir Yobn Van- 
brugh alter’d and reviv’d upon her Account ; 
which is a Character of different Species of 
Paffions and Variety; where the charm’d the 
Play into a Run of many fucceeding Nights. 

I remember, in her full Round of Glory 
in Comedy, fhe ufed to flight Tragedy. She 
would often fay, I bate to have a Page dragging 
my Tail about. Why do they not give Porter 
thefe Parts? She can put on a better T: ragedy 
face than I can. When Mithridates was re- 
vived, it was with much Difficulty fhe was pre- 
vail’d upon to take the Part; but fhe perform’d 
it to the utmoft Length of Perfection, and, 
after that, fhe feem’d much better reconcil’d to 
Tragedy. What a majeftical Dignity in Cleo- 
patra! and, indeed, in every Part that required 
it: Such a finifh’d Figure on the Stage, was 
never yetfeen. In Calta, the Fair Penitent, 
fhe was inimitable, in the Third Act, with Ho- 
ratio, when fhe tears the Letter, with 


—— To Atoms! thus! 
= z SR PT Loe ls Ra fh | AES Ty 
Thus let me tear the vile detefted Falfhood, 
a POS Patt id Pian tide Ab paged 
T be wicked Lying LEVI ANE E 0] Shame! 
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Her excellent clear Voice of Péffion, her 
piercing flaming Eye, with Manner and Action 
{fuiting, us’d to make me fhrink with Awe, 
and {feem’d to put her Monitor Horatio into a 
Moufe-hole. I almoft gave him up for a 
troublefome Puppy; and though Mr. Booth 
play ‘d the Part of Lothario, I could hardly 
lug pn m up to the Importance of triumphing 
over fuch a finifh’d Piece of Perfection, that 


§ 


ft eaed to be too much dignified to lofe her 


Even her Amours feemed to lofe that Glare 
which appeagfs round the Perfons of the failing 
Fair; neither was it ever known, that fhe trou- 
bled the Repofe of ar ny Lady’s lawful Claim; 


1d was far more conftant than Millions in the 
wr As Noole, 

She was of a erior ab it, but with a 

vely Propori on; and e Digni uty of her 
Soul, equal to her Form and Sti ature, | made up 
of benevole: ae oa ity, aff ffable and good-natur’d 
to all that deferv’d it. Mr. Savage, Son to 


the Earl Rivers, when he was perlecuted by 
his unnatural Mother, received from her ever- 
giving bountiful Hand, Fifty Pounds a Year 
during her Life; and fhe was, with Mr. Wilks, 
a main Means in faving him from an ignomi- 
nious End. 

The Part of Sophonifba, a'Tragedy (by Mr 
Thomfon, famed for many excellent Beeiais' 
was reputed the Caufe of her Death; for, in 
her Execution, fhe went beyond Wonder, to 
Aftoniihment! From that Time her Decay 
Cae came 
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came flowly on, and never left her till it con- 
ducted her to eternal Reft, the 23d of Odfober 


| 1730. She left feveral charitable Legacies, 


and very handfome Fortunes to her two Sons. 


But let us fee what better Writers fay of this 
| Phoenix of the Stage. O! that we might have 
| another from her Afhes! 


You may read, if you pleafe, what a French 
Author has wrote on this inimitable Actrefs, as 
well as fome Touches on our Engh/bh Drama. 

Aghia ste Roger Moftings, Baronet, was paffion- 
«© ately in Love with a famous Actrels called 
‘© Mrs. Oldfield ; and, notwithftanding her In- 
* Womeeence: and even bad Ufage, could not 
“ be cur’d—He being at Supper with us 
‘© when his Difgrace and Banifhment were no- 
“ tified to him, his greateft Concern was for 
“ his Miftrefs, nant he muft abandon: His 
‘¢ Grief and Love made him fhed Tears. His 
‘© Order bore, That he fhould retire to his 
“¢ Eftate the next Day; and therefore, as the 
*¢ Jaft Remedy for his Love, he propofed in- 
‘< ftant Marriage to Mrs. Oldfield, which pro- 
<< duced no other Effect than a pias io Re- 
“ fufal®. This amiable Woman was admitted, 


“© with 

€ We may gather, from this Author, ie? the Paflage 
mention’d was in the Year 1715. when the Rebel Lords 
fuffer’d aie h, and Lord Withi/dale made his Efcape from 
i Tower, difguifed by his L ady in her Habit. Sir Ro- 
7 Moft rings S; ther n Commander in the Fourth Troop of 
iit guards, {poke too freely in Favour of the imprif fon’d 
mith ren that were concern’d in the Rebelli ion, and 


therefore was order’d to leave the Court, and retire to his 
I 6 Efftate ; 
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ia] with Pleafure, into the Company of Ladies 

| “* of the firtt Rank for Birth and Virtue; 
who feemed to take her Vifits as an Honour. | 
** done them. It muft be owned, the is an | 
** incomparable fweet Girl! She reconciled me | 
“s/t thet ie nae Stage. Her Voice, her 
Shape, and all her Actions, fo charm’d me, 

‘© that I made the more Hafte to learn the 
7 inguage, that I might underftand her. 

The Englifh are paffionately fond of Dra- 

“© matic Entertain: nents, andI doubt if France 


“* can produce fo many excellent Works of 
this kind as Aritain; and I have feen fome 


“1 sees to Greece or Rome. They have | 
their S/ vakefpear, Dryden, Otway, Congreve, | 
Cibber, Far qit ‘har, and anumerous Train of | 
excellent Tragic and Comic Poets; that. | 
** have tye ee of moving the Soul, with 
their En nergy of Sentiments: and Expreffion, | 
** jar beyond the Antients.”’ 

| fhall conclude this Account with an Abf- | 
tract of a Copy of Verfes wrote by Mr. Sa- } 
vage, illegitimate Son to Earl Rivers, tho’ 
the Author of that unfortunate Gentleman’s 
Life feems to deny it; I fuppofe, becaufe his 


Eftate; as alfo the Earl of Nottingham, the Earl of Ailef- 
Jord, the Lords Finche and Curse my Lord Portmore, 
the Earl of Or cney, Lord Windfor, and many others ; 
all depriv’d of their Pofts and Pla ices. with the fame Or- 
ders to retii e to their Eftates. Sir Roger was efteemed 

f the handfomeit Men in the Kingdom, witty, well- 
bred, and Thad a great Eftate; which proves that Mr 
Oddfeld defpifed Int rereft, and would not give her Hand 
without her Heart. 

Name 
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Name is not in the Title-page: But firft, her 
Epitaph. 

| Hic juxta requiefcit 

' Tot inter poetarum laudata nomina 

ANNA OLDFIELD., 
Nec ipfa minore laude digna, 
Quippe que eorum opera, 

In fcenam quoties prodivit, 
Tlluftravit. femper &8 nobilitavit. 
Nunquam ingenium idem ad partes diverfiffimas 
Habilius fuit: 

Ita tamen ut ad fingulas 
Non fatia, fed nata effe videretur. 

In Tragedits 
Forme {plendor, oris dignitas, inceffus, majeftas, 
Tanta vocis fuavitate temperabantur, 

Ut nemo effet tam agreftis, tam durus fpectator, 
Quin in admirationem totus raperetur. 

In Comedia autem 
Tanta vis, tam venufta hilaritas, tam curiofa 
Felicitas, 

Ut neque fufficerent /pectando oculi, 
Neque plaudendo manus. 


| In Englifh thus: 


Near this (among the celebrated Poets) 
| Refts the Body of 
ANN-E: OL: DF TE LD, 
Herfelf not lefs deferving to be celebrated : 
| For, whenever on the Stage, 
Her Aétion illuftrated and ennobled 
Their Compofitions. 
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| ‘ Never was one Genius fo adapted to the moft 
H il Different Parts: 

| She feemed born for each diftiné. 

| In Tracepy, 

Her noble Prefence, elevated Speech, and 
Majeftic Gait, tempered with fo peculiar 
Sweetnefs of Voice, never failed to tranfport the 
Mott Ruftic, and Infenfible, into Admiration, 
In Comepy, 

She difcovered fuch a happy Air, fuch a 
Sprightly and becoming Gaiety, 

And fo delicate an Addrefs, 

That neither Eyes were fatisfied with Seeing, 
Nor Hands weary of Applauding. 


4 POEM fo the Memory of Mrs, 
ANNE OLDFIELD. 


O LDFIELD’s no more! and can the 
Mufe forbear 

O’er Oldfield’s Grave to fed a grateful Tear? 

Shall fhe, the Glory of the Britith Stage, 

Pride of her Sex, and Wonder of the Age; 

Shall fhe, who, living, charm’d tb’ admiring 


Throng, 
Die undiftinguife’d, and not claim a Song 2 
No ; feeble as it is, PU boldly raife ? 
My willing Voice, to celebrate ber Praife, > 
And with ber Name immortalize my Lays. 


Had but my Mufe her Art to touch the Soul, 
Charm ev'ry Senfe, and ev ry Pow’r controul, 
I'd paint her as foe was—The Form divine, 
Where evry lovely Grace united foine ; 
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A Mien maj eftic, as the Wife of Joves 
An dir as winning, as the Dueen of Love: 
In ev'ry Feature rival Charms fhould rife, 
And Cupid bold bis Empire in her Eyes, 
A Soul, with ev’ry Elegance refin’d 
| By Nature, and the Converfe of Mankind: 
Wit, which could ftrike affuming Folly dead; 
And Senfe, which temper’ d ev’ry thing fhe faid; 
\Fudgment, which ev'ry little Fault could fpy ; 
| But Candour, that would pafs a Thoufand by: 
\Such finifo’d Breeding, fo polite a Tafte, 
| Her Fancy always for the Fafbion paft ; 
\Whilft evry focial Virtue fir’d ber Breaft 
To help the Needy, fuccour the Diftreft ; 
| A Friend to all in Mifery fhe ftood, 
| And her chief Pride was placd in doing Good. 
«But now, my Mufe, the arduous T afk engage, 
| And fhew the charming Figure on the cease 
| Defcribe ber Look, ber Action, Voice, and Mien, 
The gay Coquet, foft Maid, or haughty Qt Queen. 
| So bright foe fhone, in ev'ry aif’ rent Part, 
| She gain’d de{potic Empire oer the Heart ; 
| Knew bow each various Motion to controul, 
| Sooth ev'ry Paffion, and fubdue the Soul : 
| As fhe or gay, or sorrowful appears, 
| She claims our Mirth, or triumphs in our Tears. 
| When Cleopatra’s Form: fhe cho fe to wear, 
We faw the Monarch’s Mien, the Beauty’s Airs 
Charm’ d with the Sight, ber Caufe we all ap- 
| prove, 
| And, like ber Lover, give up all for Love: 
| Antony’s Fate, inflead of Czelar’s, choofe, 
| And wifh for ber we bad aWorld to lofe. 


Oy 
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But now the gay delightful Scene is o’er, 
And that fweet Form muft glad our World no 
more 5 
Relentlefs Death has ftop’d the tuneful T Ong Ue, 
And clos'd thofe Eyes, for all, but Death, too 
firong: 
Blafted that Face where ev’ ry Beauty bloom’ d, 


ind to eternal Reft the graceful Mover doom’ d, 


Mr. Pack, 


N the Remembrance of many, was once on 

the Stage in this Kingdom, to his no fmall 
Terror: For a Storm at Sea, he told me, 
fnighten’d him fo much, that the Anxiety of 
returning dwelt fo ftrongly on his Mind, that 
he could not appear half himfelf to the Pub- 
lic; and, to leffen his Sea-voyage back again, 
he went to Dunaghadee, in the North of Jre- 
land, and embark?d for Scotland ; verifying 
the old Proverb, The farthe/t Way about, is 
the neareft Way bome. 

He firit came upon the Stage as a Singer 5 
and being, as they fay, a fmock-fac’d Youth, 
ufed to fing the Female Parts in Dialogues, 
with that great Mafter Mr, Leveridge, who has 
{fo many Years charm’d with his manly Voice. 
But Mr. Pack was excellent in many Parts ; as 
Marplot in the Bufy Body, Beau Maiden in 
Tunbridge-Walks, Beau Mizen in the Fair 
Quaker of Deal, &c. indeed Nature Seem’ d to 
mean bin for thofe fort of Charagers. Te 
had 
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had fuch an Antipathy to the Water, that he 


would fooner choofe to go from the Haymarket 
to Lambeth round the Bridge, than juft crofs 
in a Boat. I heard a certain Peer (as much 
fam’d for his Wit as his Principles, who died 
in the Service of Spain) afk Pack if he would 
go with him to France for a Month? Yes, re- 
ply’d Mr. Pack, if your Grace will get a 


| Bridge built from Dover to Calais. For Gads 
_curfe me if L ever fet my Foot over Salt-water 
| again | 


| 


Mr. Pack left the Stage in the Meridian of 
Life, and fet up a Tavern (the Glode) near 
Charing-crofs, over-agai intt the Haymarket, 
where he died, having n no Wife, or Ifue. I 
know not any Relation he left behind, to la- 


/ ment his Death. 


Had Tranfportation been this Player’s Doom, 
Domvittion had brought fudden Death at Home, 


Mr. WILLIAM PHILLIPS 
(Harlequin). 


‘HIS extraordinary Perfon was born in 
Wales, tho’ he never knew one Word of 


| his Mother-tongue; neither did I ever hear of 
| the School-miftrefs that taught him Hugli/hb: 
| Yet he got perfect in two Parts, and perform’d 


them both with Applaufe, viz. the Wel/b Col- 


fer inthe Recruiting Officer, and the Drunken 
| Colonel in the Intriguing Chambermaid: But 


his 
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his great Talent lay in the Mdmes and Panto- 
mimes. - ‘Tho’ the Art does not require much 
Rhetoric, yet they fhould have Heads, as well 
as Heels. 


He was taught Tumbling, and Slight of} 


Hand, by that great Mafter of Arts, the ftu- 
pendous Mr. Faux, and out-did his Mafter in 


feveral’ Tricks ; and was very happy at Inven- 


. r, . c + | eae SP 
tion, 1n elcaping to Jreland‘, where he became 
a Sharer in Smock-alley, till he, with his Name- 


1 


t iken up in London for Sufpi- 
Debt, and dealt with the honeft Officer in the 
anner: He firft call’d for Liquor in abun- 
cance, and treated all at hi 
the Bailiff, who t 
well (as they teri 
believe he had fi; 
he would fend for, 


“cr 17 ga a 
Wilie allow him oix | e 
nen Chamber - aknwue re 
own HamMoer, QONOULCE Li 


with Pleafure: The Bailiff y Place, as directed, 
and return’d with Joy, to hear that it fhould be fent in 
the Morning early. Accordingly, it came by a Porter, 
fweating under his Load: The Turnkey call’d to his 
after, and told him, the Porter and Hamper were come 
in: Very well, fays he, then let nothing but the Porter and 
Hamper out. "The Porter perform’d his Part very well; 
came heavily in with an empty Hamper, and feem’d to 
go lightly out, with PAc/i~s on his Back. He was dif- 
hamper’d at an Alehoufe near the Water-fide, crofs’d the 
Thames, and, foon after, embark’d for Irelamd. He was 
very fond of this Trick, and would take Pride in his 
Project, which was contriv’d long before he was taken, 
to be ready on fuch an Emergency. When this Scheme 
was concerted with the Porter, he made this threatening 


Speech to him ; G—d ffrike me plump (his ufual Speech) / 


if you are not as fecret as the Sun at Noon-day, I'll broil. 
you, and cat you alive, you Dog! Exit Phillips. 


fake, 
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fake, broke the Fraterbood. He was the firft 
Projector of the Theatre in ee -ftreet; nei- 
| ther was he much to blame in this, fince a Sort 
| of Manager for the ea ieig "wilo knew a 
}much of th ne Matter as a Journeyman Taylor 
| does of Bell-founding, by his inimitable Rhe- 
| toric perfuaded his Employers, that he and his 
Wife had too much aaa and yet, the next 
| Seafon, gave ae Times the Sum, to pre- 
| vent their Playing: Yet Phi llips open’ d, and 
got aoe Bi to fhew his Dexterity, he 
played a Har lequin Trick ; and, in one of his 
Deccits, made his Efcane (wi h his Wife i 
here, who was no bad A fs) | 


land ; but ¢ a id not for gate 4 try tae more AY 
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than his own along with him—Travellin 1g 
chargeable. But Capel-freet sd heatre has been 
: fince occupied, and is ftill ready, on all Occa- 
fions. 


Thus Fuglers Tricks are form’d to cheat the 


Eyes, 
| And Knaves have found the Art to trick the 
: Wife. 


Mrs. PASQUALINO, 


wa S avery fightly AGtrefs, with a good 
| Voice: I have forgot her maiden Name, 
twhich fhe firft changed for Ravenfcroft, an 
| Actor, I am told, of fome Merit. After his 

| Demitfe, being mufically inclin’d, fhe ty’d her 
| Fate 
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Fate to Signor Pa/qualino, an Italian, eminent | 
or his great Talents that Way. She has left 
the Stage, to follow the Fortune of her Spoufe; 
i, I have been inform’d, they were both | 


alith 


; 
lately in Holland. Where-ever he is, he can- | 
not fail of Reward, from his Merit: For 


Mufic has Charms to footh a favage Breaft, 
To foften Rocks, and bend the knotted Oak. 


I hall conclude with Mrs. Pa/qualino, by 
inferting a few Lines of a Poet, on her leaving 
he Stage; tho’ fome Poets, like fome Paint- 
ers, Co not draw exact Likeneffes ; and are too 
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Adieu! unfpotted Excellence, adieu! 

Chajte, /pite of Cenfure ; fpite of Envy, true— 

Mature in Fudgment far above thy Age, 

And, what's more wond’rous, virtuous on the | 
Stage ! 

Ab! yet return! nor rob us of Delight ; 

Continue fiill to ravifh with thy Sight ! 

Whether in Defdemona’s tender Strain, 

Or fofter Belvidera, you complain, 

Or inMonimia force the pitying Tear, 

Or in the Airs of Millamant appear ; 

Or Lady Betty Modith, you impart, 

Ln Charaéters affumd, areal Dart! 

Receive this Plaudit from th’ admiring Mu/e, 

Nor Tribute, to thy Merit paid, refufe— 

And muft we, then, the Lofs of thee deplore? 

Shall we, then, fee thy lovely Face no more 2 

Adieu! 
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| Adieu! —The Stage is, nearly, its Decline ; 
| Since we muft thee, the Boaft of it, refign. 


Mr. JAMES Quin. 


| 1 IS great and juft Actor was born in 
King-fireet, Covent-garden, the 24th of 
_ February, 1693. tho’ Numbers believe he owes 
| his Birth to Ireland. His Anceftors were of an 
jantient Family in this Kingdom: His Grand- 
father, Alderman Mark Quin, was Lord Mayor 
of the City of Dudlin inthe Year 1676. inthe 
| Reign of King Charles the Second; the Father 
fof our Ro/fcius received a liberal Education in 
| Trinity College, Dublin, from thence he went 
lover to Lincoln’s-Inn, to finifh his Studies, 
i where he was called to the Bar; but, at the 
Death of his Father (who left him a plentiful 
| Eftate), he returned with his Son, then an In- 
| fant, to take Poffeffion. 
| Mr. Fames Quin was educated under the 
|} Care of Dr. Zones, of Dublin (a Perfon emi- 
| nent for Learning), till the Death of his Father 
fin the Year 1710. Mr. Quin was undoubted 
| Heir to his Eftate, but through his Youth, 
| and Inexperience of the Courts, a Suit of Law 
hung fo long in Chancery, till he, unenabled to 
_carry the Caute farther, was obliged to drop it, 
| for want of proper Affiftance. I am inform’d, 
| a powerful Guider of the Law was his Anta- 
| gonift ; and a Perfon has but a bad Chance to 
| fight a Duel with a Fencing-matter. 


L 


Our 
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ur eminent Actor firft appeared on the 
Stage in old Smock-alley, in the Part of Adel in 
the Committee. I mutt take fome little Pride, 
when I declare I imagine myfelf the firft that | 
perfuaded him not to imother his rifing Genius 
in this Kingdom, where, at that Time, there 
was no great Encouragement for Merit, and 
try his Fortune in London; whither, by his kind 
and ever-to-be-remember’d Recommendation, 
I foon follow’d him. | 
It is, in fome fort, a Hardfhip to a _rifing 
Genius, in the firft Entrance to a recular efta- 
blith’d Company: The Parts are all fupplied, | 
and, like Under-officers in an Army, they muft 
wait for Preferment, or do fomething extraor- 
dinary, before they can expect it. An Acci= | 
dent fell out,that gave our young Actor a happy, | 
Opportunity. 
The Managers had an Order, from the Lord | 
Chamberlain, to revive the Play of Tamerlane, 
for the 4th of November 1716. which was got 
up with the utmoft Maenificence. The third 
Night the late Mr. M@//s (who perform’d Ba- 


jazet) was taken fuddenly ill, and, with much 
Perfuafion, Mr. Quin was prevailed upon to 


read the Part, which was thought a great Un- 
dertaking for a young Actor of his Standing; 
but, to the Mortification of feveral Competi- 
tors, he fucceeded fo well, that the Audience 
gave him their general Applaufe, through the 
whole Courfe of the Part. The next Night he 
made himfelf perfect, and performed it with: 
redoubled Applaufes of Approbation; and was 
com: 
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‘complimented by feveral Perfons of Diftinétion, 
jand dramatic Tafte, upon his early rifing Ge- 
nus. 

| But as the Theatrical World is a Piture, in 
(Miniature, of the Great, Envy will fhake her 
Unaky Locks; People of twice his Agethought 
his Progrefs alittle too rapid for their A ppro- 
bation. His Temper took fire at the vifible 
Depreffion ; he bore it fome Time with Tem- 
per, but the firft Opportunity he engag’d with 
Mr. Rich in Lincoln’ s-Inn-Fields, where, by 
yutt Degrees, he attained the higheft Round of 
Perfection ; and (not to take any Merit from 
other Performers) was certainly the chief Pillar 
that fupported all the Theatres where-ever he 
has performed. I will not take upon me to 
point out his Excellencies in any particular 
‘Part, fince he is excellent in all: Therefore I 
fhall end, with the immortal Shake/pear, 


He is a Man, take him for all in all, 
LT ne'er foall look upon his Like again. 


The great Honour this Gentleman has re- 
ceived from the fecond Iluftrious Perfon in the 
Kingdom, in trufting the Royal Blood to his 
Care, will better fpeak his Excellerice than my 
weak Skill can do. 


Mr. Lacy RYAN 


HIS Gentleman was once in Jreland with 

the celebrated Mr. Quin, and Mrs. Clive 
in the Year1741. Hewas born in England in 
the Year 1694. The firft Part he was taken 
Notice of in, was that of Marcus in Cato, which 
was firft acted in 1712. 

In the Run of that celebrated Tragedy he 
was accidentally brought into a Fray with fome 
of our TZritons on the Thames ; and, in the 
Scuffie, a Blow on the Nofe was given him by 
one of thefe Water-bullies, who neither regard 
Men nor Manners: I remember, the fame 
Night, as he was brought on the Byer, after his 
{uppos’d Death in the Fourth Actof Cato, the 
Blood, from the real Wound in the Face, 
guth’d out with Violence; that Hurt had no 
other Effect than juft turning his Nofe a little, 
tho’ not to Deformity ; yet fome People ima- 
gine it gave a very {mall Alteration to the 
Tone of his Voice, tho’ nothing difagreeable, 
Fie acquitted himfelf in many “capital Parts, 
both in Dragedy and Caoleon to the Satif- 
faction of his Auditors; and has been ever 


efteemed in the frft Rank of Aétors. 

Some few Years ago another unfortunate 
Accident befel him: “As he was going home 
to his Houfe after his Night’s I erformance, he 
was attack’d by a Street-robber ; and, making : 
Refiftance, the’ 


+ 


Villain fhot a Brace of Piftol- 
bullets 


or Ss 4 ee 


Mrs. Reynolds. a3) Hy 


| Bulletsinto his Mouth, which broke fome Part 
of his Jaw: By the Help of a Lamp the Rob- 
ber knew Mr. Ryan, as I have been inform’d, 
bege’d his Pardon for his Miftake, and ran off, 
Of this Hurt, too, he recover’d, after a long 
| Ilnefs, and play’d with Succefs, as before, with- 
out any feeming Alteration of Voice or Face. 
His Royal Highnefs, upon this Accident, fent 

him a handfome Prefent; and others, of the 
| Nobility, copy’d the laudable Example of the 
fecond illuftrious Perfon in the three King- 
doms. | fhallfay no more of Mr. Ryan, but 
that he is genteel, and well-made. 

This Gentleman has made feveral Excur- 
fions in the Region of Poetry; particularly a 
Piece, of one Act, call’d The Coblers Opera, 
which has often been performed with good 
Succefs. 


No Mark of Age in Face or Form appears, 
But Manhood bord’ring on the Vale of Years. 


Mrs. REYNOLDS. 


HE Fiufband of this Perfon gathered a 
Company of Actors in the Hay-market, 
London, where they, fome Years ago, met with 
Succefs, fora Time; but at laft it fell to-pieces, 
the Sinews being relax’d by an intemperate 
Conftitution, Mrs. Reynolds was well efteemn’d, 
fora very good Performer, in this Kingdom ; 
K but 
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ut her Reputation feems now to be forgot 


She’s to be pitied, if it is not her own Fault. 
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Scandal may be ei like gaping Wounds in War , 
4 


Yet leave bebind the long- “diftinguife’ d Scar. 
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i HOMAS SHERIDAN, Eiq; 
pred Ey i fx verellant A fy e i t 

Ei lto excellent Actor was DOr in this 


3 

Reverend Dr. Sheridan ‘ a Gentlen an whofe 
Memory will never be f forgot, whil fe Learnt 
holds the Reins to check the vicious Mind, 
and guide us inthe Paths‘of Virtue. Men are 
but human Brutes, poring in the Dark, with- 
out fome Light of Education. Under fuch a 
F 1 at fuch a Fountain of Learning 
rfery of Erudition (Trinity College), 

for our youna Actor to rife in Per- 


mi SHE ees Son to that very eminent the 


n x 
fection. He was fo i: Time in Wefiminfer 
School, and as his Mind led him to look early 
towarcs the Drama, he i ad the Advan tage of 
feeing the Regularity of the Briti/b Theatres, 
which he does not only cop PY> but many, who 
have feen both, find the Colours and Drapery 
fo ftrong, that, at this Diftance, it:ftands in 
equal Goodnefs to the Original. 


at this Gentleman we owe the Decency 
t has been long wanting on the Aibernian 


s age, a Diffic ulty no. one Perfon could have | 


{urmounted but himfelf; and tho’ Merit does 
not 
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not always meet its proper Reward, yet the 
Seeds of Flowers and Roots he had planted 
and fown in this theatrical Garden, flourifh 
fweet and amiable, and, like a Matter in the 
Art, Reward follows his Pains and Judgment 
in Culture. 

The Unmeritorious pafs unobferved, while 
Merit is commonly the Butt for Envy to 
empty her whole Quiver of poifon’d Arrows 
at; yet they generally fall fhort of their in- 
tended Mark. I fhall leave this Gentleman to 
his profperous and deferved Succefs, with the 

haracter of Exvy* drawn by the inimitable 


Pen of Mr. Pope. 


Envy will Merit, as its Shade, pur fue ; 

But, like the Shadow, proves the Subjtance too; 

For envy'd Wit, like Sol eclips’d, makes known 

Tb’ oppofing Body’s Groffne/s, not its own. 

When firft- that Sun too-pow’rful Beams dif- 
plays, 

It draws up Vapours, which obfcure its Rays s 

But ev’n thofe Clouds, at laft, adorn its Way, 

Reflect new Glories, and augment the Day. 


¥ 


a ec eis Ses f 
Mr. Lu KE SPARKS. 


h A®- Sparks was born in this Kingdom, and 
*S has, by inceffant Attention to the Drama, 
arrived to be a well-efteemed Perfon in the 


| Bufinefs of the Theatre; and there are many 


capital Parts in the Compafs of his Power; fo 
Ki that 
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Hil that he may be accounted a Perfon in the | 
hig! ieft fecond Clafs. I have feen him bear up | 
the Burden of a leading Part to pleafe the Au- 
dience, without thinking of a better to ftand in 
his Place. He is equally ufeful in the Bufkin 
and Sock, and has the Advantage of a good | 
Hl | Perfon and Voice, join’d to diligent Study. | 
| | He is efteem’d an excellent Oeconomift, which | 
| may be accounted a very valuable Difpofition | 
in the theatrical World; there is fomething | 
in the fy ry Science of the Stage that urges on : 
to pleaft furable E ixpence. I knew a Gentleman | 
that call’d London the Body of Pleafure, and | 
the Theatre the Heart. : 

Mr. Sparks is now in London, at the Foun- | 
tain of theatrical Erudition; and, I make no 
doubt, from his good Senfe, at his Return to} 
his native Country, he will meet with the pro- 
per Efteem his Merit deferves. All, or moft 
People, find Satisfaction in Novelty ; and a 
long Poffeffion of the beft Things is apt to 
depreciate them. 


eee 


"Tis Novelty that brightens all_our Foys 
Ev’n Beauty’ s Self, by long Poffeffion, clays. 


Mr. LsaAc SPARKS. 


i lida ERE are many Parts that become 

the Figure of this Perfon, which is of a 
fuperior Height ; and Nature has beftowed 
upon him a Vein iy Humour that gives Sa-| 
tisfaction | 


y 
av 
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tisfaction to the Audience. I have not feen 
him act fince his Return to his native Country ; 
but I am inform’d, by very good Judges, that 
he performs the Character of Sir Samfon Le- 
gend, in Love for Love, to the utmoft Per- 
fection, with many Characters of that Cait ; 
which will prove almoft as ufeful in a The atre 
as a Hero, or a Lover. 


True Merit, with magnetic Impulfe, draws 
A willing Contribution of Applaufe. 


Mr. CHARLES STORER 


W AS oo in England, in the ae of 
Lancafter. His ftrong Inclination for 
the Biage 1d him early to try his Rane 
there, where he has fucceeded very well. His 
cood Underftanding keeps him within the 
Bounds of his own Power, which is the ready 
Road never to meet with Difpleafure. I think 
his Talent leads him to old Men in Comedy, 
and the artificial Wrinkles in his Face feem to 
content him beft, which is fomething fingular 
with young Perfons in a Theatre: For to ap- 
pear pretty Fellows, is generally the Aim of 
all young ee mpiets: in the theatrical Province. 
I have feen him give great Satisfaction in Go- 
mez in the Spanilh Fryar, Forefight in Love 
for Love, with other Parts of the fame Catt: 
And what, in my Opinion, fhews the Strength 
K 2 of 
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of ae Use is, that he was fome Years 


fore he entered into any eftablith’d Theatre : 
Sa refore he ae followed the beft Guide, Na- 
| 


ure, which is ever fure to be right. 


Good Senfe and Nature are not form’d by 


But fpring from fecret Movements of the 
Cart 


MA STORER (formerly Mifs C -\ 
NATS, OTORER (FOPMeriy Mls ULARK), 


» Ecommends herfelf by her amiable I erfon, 
(sc U denature, 2 ann d |] ner excelle net {w eet | nar- 


1onious Manner in Singing ; therefore fhe is 


much defired to fhew her Excellence that. 
y perform many Speaking Parts, but 


Ty 


here her exalted Talent js sit shape And 


whateve1 ‘the fa iys, or fings, thus properly 
juced, fhed oubly char ee in. I thall A, 
four Lines of a Poem on Rexel, agh Gar- 


*ns, written laft ‘Su mmer in London. 
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Toen Storer—with her fweet. inchanting 
SZ f C / in Sf 5 

Steals to our Hearts, and oer our Senfes 
Ye1gNS ; 

With ravifo'd Ears we hear the pleafing 


And heav'nly Foys the vaulted Roof refounds. 


_— 
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GEORGE SWAN, Eiq; 


S a Gentleman of a good 
England. We was mac le 
Play- -houfe in Aungter praee ; 


ae 


was a difficult Attempt for a Gentleman almo 


a Stranger to the Affairs of e Theaire. It is 
a very thinking Talk ; and a Perfon of Plea- 


fure muft either drop | his F Parfit of hae Kind, 
or fink in the boifterous W aves, which will 
require all his Time and Art to fteer his Vef- 
fel right : As well may a Country Gentle- 
man, who never faw the Sea, by Inereft take 
the Command of a Firft Rate Man of War. 
OMENS, this Perfon, by a genteel B Behaviour, 
accompany d with Affabin ity, Joined with 1 200 3 
Nature, gained the Efteem of every one. 
He played feveral Parts with a delicate De- 
ency. A Perfon of Diftin€tion afked an 
Actor his Of pinion of Mr. Swan’s Perform- 
ance, who rep ly’d, He played Eo well as a 
Pong and an. The Penta’ repli ed, f fooula be 
very glad to fee you play like one witb all my 
Heart. 
I have heard Mr. Swam has efpoufed a Lady 
of confiderable Fortune in England $5 which 


g I have been informed this Gentleman had a con- 
fiderable Poft at Cape Bro: If it be true, the Dura- 
on of his Office (now Peace is concluded) may not laft 
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1im longer than the Government of fe ‘Theatre. 
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224, Mr, Thurmond. 
he may know how to ufe to the beft Advan- 


tage ; but the Management of a Theatre was 
a Tafk too hard for him, 


As well may Readers turn reverfe the Book, 
Or reap the Harveft with a Pruning-book. 


JoHN THURMOND, 


YATAS an Aor of Repute in this Kingdom 
VV about Thirty Years paft, and ftood in 

many capital Parts, being then a Sharer in 
old Smock-Alley Theatre with Mr. Thomas El- 
rington, &c. 

To let you fee how formerly even Tragedy 
Fae roes were now-and-then put to their Shifts, 

ll tell you a fhort Story that befel Mr. Tdur- 
7210 i 

It was a Cuftom, at that Time, for Perfons 
the Firft Rank and Diftinétion to give 

eir Birth-Day Suits to the moft favoured 
Actors, ] think Mr. Thurmond was honour’d 
by General J ngold, by with his. But his £7- 
nances being at the laft Tide of Ebb, the rich 
Suit wa HE. in Buckle (a Cant Word for Forty 
in the Hundred Intereft t): One Night, Notice 
was given t fiat the Ge -neral would be prefen 
with the Government at the Play, and all the 
Performers on the Stage were preparing to 
drefs out in the Suits prefented The Spoule 
of Jobnny (as he was commonly called) try’d 
ail her Aris to perfuade Mr. Holdfaft the 
Pawn- 
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Pawnbroker (as it fell out, bis real Name) to 
let go the Cloaths for that Evening, to be 
returned when the Play was over: But all 
Arguments were fruitlefs; nothing but the 
Ready, or a Pledge of full equal Value. Such 
People would have defpifed a Demojthenes, or 
a Cicero, with all their Rhetorical Flourifhes, 
if their Oratorian Gowns had been in Pledge. 
Well! what muft be done? The whole Fa- 
mily in Confufion, and all at their Wits-End; 
Difgrace, with her glaring Eyes, and extend- 
ed Mouth, ready to devour. Fatal Appear- 
ance! At laft Winny the Wife (that is, Win- 
nifrede) put on a compos’d Countenance (but, 
alas! with a troubled Heart); ftepp’d to a 
neighbouring Tavern, and befpoke a very hot 
Negus, to comfort Fobnny in the great Parc 
he was to perform that Night, begging to 
have the Silver Tankard with the Lid, be- 
caufe, as fhe faid, a Covering, and the Vehicle 
Silver, would retain Heat longer than any other 
Metal. "The Requeft was comply’d with, 
the Negus carry’d to the Play-houfe piping 
hot — popp’d into a vile earthen Mug — the 
Tankard L’argent travelled Incog. under her 
Apron (like the Perfian Ladies veil'd), popp’d 
into the Pawnbroker’s Hands, in exchange for 
the Suit— put on, and play’d its Part, with 
the reft of the Wardrobe ; when its Duty was 
over, carried back to remain inits old Depo- 
fitory—the Tankard return’d the right Road ; 
and, when the Tide flow’d with its Lunar In- 


2) 3 a] 


fluence, the ftranded Suit was waited into fafe 


Kys Harbour 
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aying a aan for dry 
2 | the Damage receiv’d. 
Mr. Thurmond died in Lon dots. when he was 


the Company in Drury-Lane Theatre ; 
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nerry, good-natured Companion to the laft. 


omans Wit (tho? fome account it 


j ariful Wiles can over-reach the Devil. 
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'E R maiden Name was’ Lew; , born of 


SU} ULtabie i arents at Eplom in Surry. She 
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ance ; and, at that fag left | behin id her 
few that exc 1er, ” Mr. T hurmond 

Pantomimes for the 
‘y -Lane, and was efteem- 


. deren Sacre Pada ciel. i by 
formerly a very stage Dancer; but 
1¢ Pre : Jeft him. 
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oe fF, ee eed 
Me. V At N DE R BA aN K, 


‘AS born in England, in the Year 1684. 

His Father came originally from Hol- 
land. Myr. Vanderbank was ‘brought up in the 
|Sea-Service; but, not liking that inconftant 
/Element, he embarked on a T rading Theatre 
in England for fome time, till he made a 
pr oyage to this Kingdom, where he has re- 
| mained thefe Two sande thirty Years. Ke was, 
as Sha akefpear fays, Sunk in the Vale of Years, 
when J arrived here in 1741.. and has not per- 
formed many Parts fince that Time. But I 
am informed, both he and Mrs. Vanderbank 
ftood in high Efteem formerly ; but they have 


both left the Stage fome time. 


| Declining Age to fpr ightly Youth gives place, 
As thefe muft do the next Theatric Kace. 


BENJAMIN VICTOR. 


| J Might have, in one refpect, omitted this 
Gentleman, as he only penign med for his 
} own Diverfion. But as few I erfons, that are 


? 5 Pn pee ee ee oS a 
not profets d Actors, know be ter, 3 as I may 
| rT} 
the Theatre, than : himk if, 
7 


| fay, the Dignity o 
i hope. he will «¢ his mentioning him to 
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the Public. He was bred in London, had a 
ark 13 RT wee 
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Mr, Vicor. 
Thinking and . Acting, has improved his Me- 
rits. Tho’ he does not make Poetry his Pro- 
feffion, vet I have feen feveral correét little 
I 


Poems of his. As he has wrote many agree- 
able Pieces, that have never come to the Prefs, 
| thall beg Leave, as a Tafte, to give one 
} ] 

th if nas 


A CANTAT A, 


Performed at the Caftle of Dublin the 21ft of 
Fanuary 1747-8. t te ‘Birth- Day of his Royal 
Highnefs FRED poe Prince of WALES. 


~ ao 


Set to Mufic by | Ar. Dubourg. 


RECITATIVE. 
W Aa oe § i foft cap ‘ivating Sirains 
Of ft velling Has mony begin : 
In tun ofl ‘Nun nbers let the Swains 
het reat Flarrington’s Attention win: 
Hibernia, pleas’d, ‘will liften to the Lay, 
ais we: Seen in our FRED Ric’s natal Day! 


ATR. 

Hail! Day of Hope! O Prince renown'd! 

Belov’d! with ev'ry Virtue crown'd! 
Enrich’ d with Merit in thy earlieft Youth, 
Friend to the Friends of Liberty and Truth! 

The focital Titles all are thine: 
Tbe make the Great illuftrious fbine! 
The Mufe can with Delight commend, 

The Hufband, Father, and the Fr din: 

Da Capo. 

R e- 
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Mrs. Vincent. 
Recitative, 
Neer {ball corroding Cares bis Breaft intrude ; 
for fuch can no Admiffion Jind 
Within the bright unblemifb'd Mind, 
That knows the Foys of heav’ uly Solitude. 


Dvuer. 
There, happy, free from public Strife, 
He taftes the Sweets of private Life ; 
Ble/s’d with Aucusta, and ber Race, 
With whom our Hopes and Joys increafe ; 

Future Sceptres they foal wield, 

Shine in Courts, and krafp the Shield. 
Da Capo. 
CuHuorus., 
Live, Frep’ric! live, to teach their Y, outh, 

flow to rule where Freedom reigns ; 
More than Crowns to value Truth, 

And bind fierce Tyranny in Chains. 


This Gentleman has ufher’d Two little 
Pieces on the Stage ; one, a Paftorals the 
other, The Mock Pilgrim, altered into One 
Act froma Comedy of Beaumont and Fletcher 
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Mrs. VINCENT (formerly Mifs BINKs), 


W HEN I left England, Seven Years alO, 
VV was a very promifing young A@reis ; 
and I am informed, from thofe that have feen 
her on the Stage here, that the js greatly im- 
proved ; which I am apt to believe from the 
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ae of the ‘Manager, who would cer- 
tainly § giv e the beft Parts to the beft Perform- 
ers. ° Lis the Intereft of all Theatrical Ma- 
nagers to perform every thing in the beft 


Manner; to do otherwife sah be hurting 
themfelv es. 


That Teacher might be jufily call’d a Fool, 
Who placa a Dance in bis firft Clafs at School. 


RoBERT WILKS, Etq3 


mediz in, were 

affluent | Inheritance at Bromigrove c in Wor- 
cefter/bire, where ne of the chief Inhabit- 
ants bear the Name of Wilks. | 

The Grandfather of our excellent Comedian 
(Judge Wilks), in the Civil Wars, rais’d a 
Troop of Hot ‘fe, at his own Expence, for the 
Service of the unfortunate King ox Charles the 


Firft, which was commanded by Col. Wilks, 
Brother t to the Judge, and Great Uncle to our 
Comedia 


In th ai yatural War, the Family fuffered 


greatly tly by R .apine and Perfecution ; E which was 
the ma in Motive that fent Edwar AW: Lks, Eiq; 


Wife. and the fhatter’d Remains of 


Ww! thi his \ ii 9 
age ex ne Nabi r th SOaITt 
an ample rortune, to Duolin, for the Security 
eee D oF esa 
OF 1} 2 Die 
) ; Ra eke : 
h is one of the chief trading Lowns i 
a * + 
the ¢ he fineft Broad Cloths, containing about® 
oe it Houfes on the Brink of the River Sa/- 


eaiur ad ilies from Loudon, 
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Our great Comedian was born at Rathfarn- 
bam near Dublin, in the Year 1670. His Fa- 
ther gave him a genteel Education. He wrote 
an excellent fine mafterly Hand, with fuch 
Celerity that was furprifing. His Genius re- 
commended him to Secretary § outhwell, who 
confirm’d him one of his Clerks when Bighteen 
Years of Age. 

Fis firft Inclination to the Theatre proceed- 
ec) from the Praifes of Mr. Richards, then an 
Actor on the Dublin Stage. Mr. Richards 
lodg’d near Mr. Wilks and, being intimate 
with each other, he ufed to hold the Book of 
the Play, to hear if Richards was perfect in 
the Part he was then ftudying, Mr. Wilks 
ufed to read the Introductive Speeches, with 
fuch proper E'mphafis, Cadence, and all the 
various Paffions, that the Encomiums given 
by Mr. Richards began to fire his Mind for 
the Drama. It was with very little Perfua- 
fion he ventured to aé privately the Colonel 
in the Spanifh Fryar, at Mr. A hbury’s, the 


enfuing Chriftmas ; where he received fuch 
Approbation from that great Mafter, as 


confirm’d his Intention. 
The firft Part he played on the Th 


-“G ON Tie ineatre was 
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O;/ Hid a) i > 19¢r it A Nola He: and ema) Lh > 
M10, With the utmoilt fappidlHe 5 and, as ini 
oa : uplealed all buieihimielf sR 

toid me, pleafed au oue nunielf, kiC Went on 


Krk! oreo GXe ceef{e fp oF axa, are er es his 
witn Steat Ouc Ut Mog LVL mW CPOE Cars, Wiicn iS 
Friend 
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Cl 


ie a Pe Oh at Pe ee mae, 
friend Mr. Richards i advifed nim to try his 


NA+. 1/27 2 ‘med me. that Mr Pirlo... rQ6 « 

' Mr. Abébury informed me, that Mr. Ric) rds Was a 

very eood Actor, both fl afarecay ana Comed Y> but 
\Y a @ d 


t over-happy in his perfonal , 
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Fortune in England, and gave him Letters of 
Recommendation to Mr. Betterton, who re- 
ceiv’d him very kindly, and entered him at 
Fifteen Shillings a Week. 

His firft Appearance on the Englj/h Stage, 
was in the Part of the young Prince in the 
Maid’ s Tragedy, avery infignificant Character, 
requiring little more than an amiable Figure. 
Mr. Betterton performed Melantius; but when 
that veteran Actor came to addrefs him on the 
Battlements, to excufe himfelf for the Death 
of the King in the Play, Mr. Wilks affirmed 
to me, that the Dignity of Mr. Betzerton {truck 
him with fuch an Awe, that he had much ado 
to utter the little he had to fay. Mr. Ber- 
terton, obferving ‘his Confufion, {aid to him, 


Young Man, this Fear does not ill become you s 
a Horfe that fets out at the Strength of his 
Speed will foon be jaded. 

However, Mr. Wilks foon fhook off his 
Apprehenfions, and began to rife in the 
Efteem of the Audience, and better Parts 
gained him a better Salary. 

He often affitted Mr. Harris (an eminent 
Dancing-mafter at that time) in teaching his 
Scholars; and, by his genteel Addrefs, gained 
the Affection of a young Lady, Daughter to 
Ferdinand Knapton, E{q; Steward of the New 
Foreft in Hampjbire, and by Confent of the 
Father they were joined in Wedlock. By this 
Gentlewoman he had one Son and Daughter ; 
the Son died in his Youth ; the Daughter was 
married 
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married to Captain Price*, to.whom he made 
up a Fortune of a thoufand Pounds. 

Mr. Wilks’s Finances not well anfwering the 
State of an increafing Family, he prefs’d for 
an Addition to his Salary, which every Per- 
fon but the Manager thought he deferved ; 
but his Requeft was not complied with. 

Mr. Afbbury in Ireland, hearing of his Dif- 

| content, came over on Purpofe to engage him. 
He agreed with Mr. Wilks for Sixty Pounds 

| a Year, and a clear Benefit, which in thofe 
Times was much more than any other Aor 

| ever had.) When he went to take his Leave 

| of Mr. Betterton, the Manager was with him. 

That great Actor expreffed fome Concern at 

his leaving the Company. ‘* I fanfy (faid 

*“« Mr. Betterton) that Gentleman (pointing to 

** the Manager), if he has not too much Ob- 

** ftinacy to own it, will be the firft that re- 

'“ pents your parting; for, if I forefee aright, 
*¢ you will be greatly wanted here.”’ 

Mr. Wilks told me this Speech gave him 
infinite Pleafure; and made him refolve to 
ifearch into himfelf, to find out what Mr. Ber- 
\tertcn’s known Judgment feemed to promife 
jhe might find, Praife from an Adept in any 
Science will excite Emulation, and, with fomé 
‘People, do more than Reward. From this 
‘Time Mr. Wilks grew more affiduous, and 
jthought every Moment loft, that was not laid 


* Mrs. Price did not furvive her Marriage above a 
| Twelvemonth. She expired childlefs in the Year ito. 
ithe zoth Year of her Age. 
| out 
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rd was accounted an exce 
yt i/ks often c confefs’d, he was the 
adjufted, himfelf by. 

iwas bafely murder d by a Thruft thro’ 
a “fale Friend held him in his Arms 


e,~ in, No rfolk- frrect In 
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1e Ambitious Father. A 


sful Strangers. A Comedy, 1690. 


Le Pte A Comedy, 1691. 

4. The ‘Life ‘and Death of Dr. Fauflus, 1691. with 
the Humours of Harlequin and Scaramouch. An Enter- 
tainment of ‘Three Acts. 


The 
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| The firft Fait he performed of Mountford’s 
| was Palamede™ in Dryden’s Mar T1age Alamode, 


a Comedy, with fuch extraordinary Succeis, 
as he often faid, it made him al moft mad with 
Joy. I need fay no more of his Progrefg i 
Succefs, than that he failed in the full Ve ide 
of Boctude: till he arrived fafely to reign un- 
rivalled to hi Is 3 Death 
And, as a Reward ihe his great Merit, | 
was joined in fit Patent granted by i 
Ne | Year 1709. He was alio Mana- 
ger of the Whole; and I fhall not take from 
rs, when I fay, From his 
ge gained new Life, and 
Reward followed the Induftry. For a conti 
| Mued Courfe of the Three Managers, on 
| mor ean Twenty Years, the Stage was in 
| Fall eee on; their Green-Rooms" were free 
| from Indecencies of every Kind, and might 
| juftly be compared -to the moft elegant Draw- 
6: Rooms of the Prime Quality : No Fops 
| or Coxcombs ever thew’ 3 their Monkey Tricks 
ese ; but if they chanc’d to thruft 3 in, were 
| aw’d into Refpect ; even Perfons of the Firft 
Rank and ‘Tafte, of both Sexes, would of- 
}ten mix with the Performers, without any 


— 


m Mr. Cidéer has, from this Play of Marriage Ala- ! 
| mode, and the Comedy Part of Secret Love, or the Mai 
| den Queen, com ppaaiede (with fome Ingredients of hi 
| Own) an excellent Comedy called the Comical Lowers. 

® Green-Rooms are the Chambers where the princi- 
| pal Performers retire, till they are called to their En- 
| trances where they are to go on the Stage. 
| 


| Stain 


| 
| 


| 
| 
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Stain to theif Honour or Underftanding: 
And, indeed, Mr. Wilks was fo genteelly 
elerant in his Fancy of Drefs for the Stage, 
that he was often followed in his Fafhion, tho’, 
in the Street, his Plainnefs of Habit was re- 
markable. 

In March 1713-14. Mrs. Wilks ° left this 
World, to the inconfolable Sorrow of her wor- 
thy Hufband: He continued unmarried up- 
wards of Seven Years. . In the mean time he 
renewed his Acquaintance with Mrs. Fell, Re- 
lit of Charles Fell, Efgq; of an antient Fa- 
mily in Lancafhire, and married her. ‘This ° 
sentlewoman’s maiden Name was Brown, 
of a reputable Family in Suffex ?. 

Mr. 


© Mrs. Wilks was interr’d in the Church of Ccwvent- 
Garden, with the following Infcription on her Tomb, 
wrote by her Hufband. 
- Beneath this Marble 
Lies Elizabeth Wilks, late Wife to Robert Wilks, 
of this Parifh, Gent. 

The Purity of her Mind, which appeared in all the 
Duties of a virtuous Life, made her a good Wife, 
Daughter, Mother, and Friend. 

Her Affection was like her Piety, 

Conftant, as unfeigned, to her laft Moment. 

In Memory of her Virtues, 

This Monument was erected by her Hufband. 

She died the 21ft of March 1713-14, in the 42d Year 
of her Age. 


P I fhall relate an unfortunate Accident concerning 
TFobn Brown, E{q; the Father of Mr. Wzlks’s Second 
Wife, which he informed me of. This Gentleman lived 
near Spelmonden in Kent, on a handfome Eftate. He 
took 


. 
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Mr. Wilks’s Excellence in Comedy was 
never once difputed, but the beft Judges ex- 
tol him for the different Parts in Tragedy ; 
as Hamlet, Caftalio in the Orphan, Ziphares 
in Mithridates, Edgar in King Lear, Norfolk 
in the Albion Queens, Piercy in Anna Bullen, 
Earl of Effex, Shore, Macduff, Monefes in 
Tamerlane, Faffeir in Venice Preferv’ds and 
a countlefs Catalogue of other Parts in Tra- 
gedy, which he was allowed to perform in 
their full Perfeétion. 

He was not only perfect in every Part he 
acted, but in thofe that were concerned with 
him in every Scene; which often prevented 


: Miftakes, 


took great Delight in Shooting. One Day he went out 
with his Servant to his ufual Diverfion ; they {prung 
fome Game that flew over a neighbouring Hedge; he 
ordered his Servant to folléWeand obferve them on the 
other Side, while he would take*eare on the Side where 
he was. The Hedge was of great Extent, and Mr, 


| Brown went flowly by the Side, in Expectation of the 


Game; at laft they came, and he fired. The Servant 


| on the other Side of the Hedge did the fame, and un- 
| fortunately fhot his Mafter in the Face, only with Two 


Grains of Shot; but, alas! one in each Eye, that for 
ever deprived him of Sight! Yet Mr. Wilks inform’d 
me, he was as chearful a Gentleman as ever he con- 
verfed with ; and would lead him to every particular 
Fruit-tree in his large Garden, and nominate the Fruit 
they bore; and that very Servant, the Lanocent Guilty, 
as he call’d him, lived with him at the Time I received 


| this Account from Mr. Wiis, 


But 
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his Excellencies. One writes thus : 

“© No fooner had Mr. Wilks left the Hier- 
“<< nian Stage, and appeared on the Briti/h, but 
‘© that finking Theatre raifed its drooping 
«> Fiead; and what was reckoned almoft a 
<¢ Scandal to belong to, has’ ever fince been, 
‘© by that great Man’s Management and Ju- 
“ ftice, raifed to the greateft Theatre in the 
“© Univerfe.” Female Tatler. 

«¢ The Perfon and Behaviour of Mr. Wi/ks, 
¢¢ in the Part of Efex, has no fmall Share in 


1fh L 
i) 


c } a, Ln Data lar or . ober j 33 
“* conaucing to tne & opularity or tne £ lay. 


But let me have recourfe to other Pens for 


Tatler, N°. 14. Vol. 1. 

‘© This Performance (Ie Trip ta the Fu- 
«¢ Dilee) is the ereatelt Inftance that we can. 
é¢ have of the irrefiftible Force of proper 
6s Action. Mr. Wiles enters into the Part 
<< with fo much Skill, that the Gallantry, the 
“© Youth, and Gaicty, of a young Man of a 
vhs plentiful Fortune, is*looked upon with as 
“© much Indulgence on the Stage, as in real 
“<< Life? Tatler, N°. 19. 

In the Preface to the fame Play the Au- 
thor fays: “* Whenever the Stage has the 
“¢ Misfortune to lofe Mr. Wilks, that Wilaair 
‘¢ may go to the Jubilee.” 

In the Preface to the Stratagem, the Author 
ends thus: ‘% The Reader may find fome 
<¢ Faults in this Play, which my Ilnefs pre- 
‘© vented the amending of; but there is 
<* oreat Amends made in the Reprefentation, 
‘«¢ which cannot be matched, no more than 
s¢ the 


LING 5 20 


/ i? T.4, 
** the friendly and indefatigable Care of Mr. 
°° Wilks, to whom I chiefly owe the Succes 
** of the’ Play.” 7 

Flere is enough faid to illuftrate the per- 
fonal Qualifications of this Gentleman as an 
Actor ; therefore let me attempt to delineate 
his Mind. 

Fis Purfe was ever open to proper Objects 
of Charity ; and I have often feen Tears in 
| his Eyes at the Relation of any Misfortune 
| that befel others. He was ever the fir Pro- 
§ pofer in any joint Charity from the Theatrical 
B Stock, and, I am convinced, has often pre- 
g vailed upon their unwilling Liberality. His 


RPy tee eck 5 ee re. 
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p Care of the Orphan Daughters of Mr. For- 
§ gubar, by giving them feveral Benefit Plays, 
§ continued to the lat of his Days; and, in 
§ lofing him, they have in Reality loft a Father : 
§ But, I hope, his conftant Stream of Bount 

| has placed them above Want. In fhort, his 
B private Acts of Charity are numberlefs, | 
§ thall add one in particular, 

| A Gentleman, a Native of Ireland, whofe 
| Name is Smith, who received a liberal Educa- 
} tion in Trinity-College, Dublin, brought a Tra- 
W gedy to the Managers of the Theatre-Royal in 
| Drury-Lane, for their Approbation: The Pla ) 

y was read, and returned, with Defire to make 
ffome Alterations for the next Seafon, This 
ppoftponing but ill agreed with our Author’s 
pCircumftances, that loudly called for a {fpeedy 
Supply. Mr. Wilks, knowing the ill State 
Jof his Finances, bought a Night of his Bro- 


' ther 
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ther Managers, and gave it to Mr. Smith for 
a Benefit. Yet he did not think that fuf- 
ficient, but ufed all his Intereft to make it 
truly a Benefit, and put a Hundred Guineas 
clear in the Author’s Pocket ; with which he 
took Leave of his Benefactor, and the Mufes ; 
embarked for Holland, where he put himfelf 
under the Tuition of the great Boerhaave at 
Leyden; and, in time, profited fo well, that 
his great Mafter of Medicine fent him to 
Peterfourgh, at the Requeft of the Czarina, 
where, at his firft Arrival, a handfome Pen- 
fion was fettled upon him. I have feen feveral 
Letters from this Gentleman to Mr, Wiiks ; 
a Copy of one I procured from his Widow, 
which I fhall give as a Note, for the Singu- 
larity of it °. 

This 


9 Peterfourgh, Fan. 7. O.S. 
My dear Friend, 
« ¥ Received yours with inexpreffible Pleafure, by Cap- 
‘ tain Pawlet, with the Books. How fhall I thank 
« you? Butno Matter. You defire I would give you an 
© Account of myfelf. Lam, at this Inftant, alone in my 
‘ Chamber, wrapt up to my Nofe in Furs, before a 
‘ Wood-fire, that might ferve you in the Street for a 
* Night of Rejoicing (for Stoves I do not ufe) ; on my 
‘ Right of the Table, my Ink and Paper ; on the Left, 
« a Bottle of good Nantz, tho’ ’'m no Sot; and yet the 
‘ Moon and Stars fhine bright, without a Cloud large 
enough to cover a Tragedy Plume. When Day ap- 
pears, I muft fee it with a Candle; for my Windows 
‘ will be covered with a cold Coat of Froft, more of a_ 
‘ thick Sub/ftance than the Glafs ; and yet it is not three 
‘ to one, but To-morrow’s Sun’s fhort Progrefs will un- 
clcath ‘em, and leave ’em flark naked again. If I 
* were 
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This great and good Man continued to 


harm till the laft of his performing on the 


Stace. 


o 
Oo 


were to appear before you, fathionably drefs’d, you 
would take me for a Ruffian Bear, I am fo clumfily be- 


furr'd, not only from Top to Toe (as Hamlet fays), but 


Head and Feet. 

* I have Pratice, more than I defire, this cold, cold 
Weather, and well paid: A Phyfician to the Crown 
here never wants Practice. I was fent for Yefterday to 
a Man that had been dead fome Hours, a Nobleman’s 
Servant, frozen to Death behind his Mafter’s Sed; but 
I left him to be bury’d (firft receiving my Fee, and a 
Pint Glafs of Brandy); for I am not holy enough to 
work Miracles. 

‘ I have a good Stomach, and eat and drink well. 
Here is no want of any thing, but Warmth in our 
long Winter, and Coolnefsin our fhort Summer, be- 
ing many Degrees different from you in both. Hows 
ever, we have our Winter Fires, and Summer fhady 
Groves and Bowers. I have ferved my Time to the 
Language of the Country, and it is now become my 
Servant. My Royal Miftrefs is a good plump round- 
fac’d Lady, and does me the Honour to afk me fome 
Queftions, now we underftand each other. Were you 
here, you would have buta fmall Share in Amours ; 
Love goes by Weight in Ru/f2, and thofe that thrive 
in Flefh, fucceed beft. A native Painter would draw 
Venus like an overgrown Hoftefs, and Harper would 
make an excellent Mars in Pidture, lolling at the Feet 
of the fat Cyprian Goddefs: Were the well-grown Bear 
here, he would be Byar (or Lord) at his firft Landing. 


My greateft 'Tafk is to keep fober amongfta Nation of 
| Drunkards. 


Captain Paw/er will bring you a few 
Furs, with a {mall Quantity of Ermin, the Product of 
Rufia. Were I fettled in Geeendand, I thould do the 
fame, and land youaWhale, or a White Bear. You 
will receive them without any other Weight but them- 
felves. But who gave me thefe Furs? this Affluence? 
L « this 
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Stage. He left this World the 27th of Sep- 
tember 1732. and, I muft declare, I have not 
yet feen his Equalin Comedy. His difconfolate 
Widow caufed the following Infcription to be 
put on his Monument in St. Paul’s, Covent- 
garden’, with the Arms of the Wilks’s Fa- 
mily; which are, Three Rofes, and a Rofe 
for the Cref. His fecond Wite lies alfo in the 
fame Vault, lately deceafed. 


Near this Place 
(In Hopes of a happy Refurreétion) 

Lies the Body of Ropert Wiuxs, Ef; 
One of the Patentees of bis Majefty’s Theatre. 
A Man in private Life, 

Lor many amiable Qualities, juftly efeemed ; 
In Public univer fally applauded. 

In the fame Vault 
(United again in Death) 
Lies bis beloved and loving Wife, Mary, 
Daughier of John Brown, E/g; of Spelmonden 
In the County of Kent, 


al 


this Royal Miftrefs? this happy Situation? A Man 
juft of your Age and Stature. If you can’t find him 
out, alk my dear and worthy Friend Sir Harry Wildair, 
and tell him at the fame time the Grain was his; and 
the Reaper, with the Crop, fhall ever be at his Com- 
mand, €3’c.’ 

r This fuperexcellent Comedian, by his own Requeft. 
was interr’d at 12 o'Clock at Night, to avoid Oftentation ; 
yet, to pay his Memory the greateft Honour that was ever 
dione to a Subject, the Gentlemen of the Choir belonging 
to thg¢ King’s Chapel came voluntarily, and performed an 
Anibes: prepared for the folemn Occafion. 
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Keli of Charles Fell, E/g; of Swarthmore-halt 
In Lancafhire ; 


An affectionate Wife, and indulgent Motker ; 
A kind Miftrefs, and a faithful Friend. 
Her charitable Difpofition to the Poor 
Was at all times extended, to the utmoft of 
Her Power, 
And flowed from a Heart fenfibly affetted 
With Compaffion and Benevolence. 


There is no Iffue left of this excellent Man 
fo perpetuate his Memory ; but his good Deeds 
will laft for ever. I hall finith witht two Lines 
of a Poem wrote upon his Death. 


farewel! O born with ev'ry Art to please! 
Politenefs, Grace, Gentility, and Eafe. 


Mr. HENRY W CODWARD, 


AS born in the Year 1717. in Londoa, 
where he received a genteel Education. 
He is a very thriving Comedian, and a very 
peaceable Mimic, for he never ftrikes firft; 
but, if he receives the firft Blow, he generally 
returns it with double the Strength of his Ad- 
verfary. He is an excellent Harlequin, and has 
what moft of the motley-coat Gentry want, an 
excellent Head to his Heels; and if his black 
Mafk fhould be thrown afide for a whole Age 
(tho’ Levity will hardly lie fo long obfcured), 
yet, as a juft and pleafing Aétor in Comedy, 
2 He 
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he can never want Encouragement any-where, 
if Theatres are in Ufe, joined to his good Un- 
derf{tanding and Pleafantry. His Good-nature 
is ever Confpicuous upon all proper Occafions, 
cool in his Refentments, and warmin his Friend- 
fhips, a Man fit for the World, and the World 
for him ; and knows how to look on Fortune. 


Fortune a Goddefs is to Fools alone ; 
The Wife are always Mafters of their own, 


Mr. ROBERT WETHERILT. 


HIS Perfon was born at Stamford in 
incolnfoire, inthe Year 1708. where his 
Father and Mother, belonging to a Country 
Company, were then playing. He play’d, as 
he inform’d me, the Part of the Duke of York 
in Richard the Third, before he could fpeak 
plain ; fo that it may be faid, he was born an 
Actor. He came with his Mother (who was 
a well-efteemed Actrefs at that Time) to Drury- 
lane a Boy, where he fhewed his rifing Ge- 
nius, firft, in the Part of ’Squire Richard in 
the Provok’d Husband, from thence he went 
to the Theatre in Goodman’ s-Fields, where he 
marry’d the Sifter of Mr. Dents Delane, then 
of that Theatre. 

In the Year 1738. he came over into this 
Kingdom, and may be well remember’d; his 
Excellence, in feveral Parts of Comedy, having 
fot yet been outdone. I cannot avoid men- 

4 tioning 
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tioning a Paffage in the Life of this truly good 
Comedian. 

While he and his Family belong’d to the 
Theatre-Royal in Drury-lane, after the Com- 
pany had finifh’d the Seafon of Playing in 
London (which generally is at the End of May), 
he, with his Father and Mother, went, for 
the Summer-feafon, to play at feveral Towns 
in Lincolnfbire (the Cuftom of many of both 
eftablifhed Theatres). When the Company 
were fummon’d to meet in London at the ufual 
Time (the latter End of 4ugu/t) to begin the 
Winter-feafon, I receiv’d the following fhort 
Letter : 


‘S$ Grantham, Auguft 2. 


oo Se lulty 
$f M*: Wetherilt, and his Wife, beg you 
will excufe them to Mr. Wilks ; their 
‘¢ Son is at the Point of Death. They beg 
“an Anfwer. Be pleas’d to direct to your 
‘© humble Servant R. Stukely, Apothecary, in 
“© Grantham, Lincolnfhire.” 


The Meaning why I mention this Letter is, 
that the Son, the very Night this Letter was 
wrote, in all Appearance, expir’d, was ftripp'd 
and wath’d, the Bed taken away, and he laid 
ftretch’d on a Mat, with a Bafon of Salt (a 
common Cuftom in England) placed on his Sto- 
mach, the inconfolable Parents remov’d to an- 
other Houfe, the Coffin brought to the Son's 
Chamber, 


2.4.6 Mr. Wetherilt. 

Chamber, and the Windows all open. About 
Eight at Night a Perfon was fent with a Light 
to watch the Corpfe: When fhe open’d the 
Door, the firft Objeét fhe perceiv’d was poor 
Gob (as he was generally call’d by his Fami- 
liars) fitting up, with his Teeth trembling in 
his Head (and well they might) with Cold. 
‘The Woman, in her Fright,dropp’d the Candle, 
and fcream’d out, Zhe Devil! the Devil! 
his Fright alarm’d another Woman below, 
who ran up-ftairs to fee what was the Matter : 
In the mean time Bod, with much ado, had 
made a Shift to get from the Bed; and, tak- 
ing up the Candle, which lay upon the Floor 
unextinguifh’d, was creeping to the Door to 
call for Affiftance, as naked as from the Womb 
of his Mother; which the two Wonmien per- 
ceiving, with joint Voices repeated again, 4 
Ghoft! a Ghoft! the Devil! the Devil! The 
Mafter of the Houfe, hearing this Uproar, ran 
himfelf, to know the Reafon; where poor Bod, 
the fuppos’d Devil, and he, foon came to a right 
OUnderftanding. He was put into a warm Bed, 
to the unfpeakable Joy of his defponding Pa- 
rents, and in ten Days after in London (viva 
voce) told me the whole Story of his Death. 

This Accident, when real Death paid him a 

Vifit, work’d fo ftrongly upon his forlorn Pa- 
rents, that they would not let his Corpife be 
coffin’d till five Days after he expir’d. Vain 
Hope! He died in 1743. in the 35th Year of 
his Age. Both his Parents died foon after him. 
{ am forry to end this Account with faying, his 


Company 
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Company was fo defirable, that he had many 
Tryals of Skill with his Conftitution. He was 
buried, in a very genteel Manner, in the Round 
Churchyard. 


In Tryals of Drinking, pray let me affure ye, 
I never intend to be one of the Fury. 


Mr. THOMAS WALKER. 


aT HIS Perfon was born in the Year 1700. 
In his Youth he was a very promifing 
Aor. The Part of Charles in the Nonjuror, 
a Comedy founded upon Moliere’s Tariuff, by 
Mr. Cibder, which was perform’d at the The- 
atre-Royal in Drury-lane in the Year 1717. 
gave him the firft Eftablifhment as an Actor. 
The Applaufe he gain’d from performing the 
Part of Macheath in the Beggars Opera, was 
fatal to him: He follow’d Bacchus too ar- 
dently, infomuch that his Credit was often 
drown’d upon the Stage, and, by Degrees, al- 
moft render’d him ufelefs. 

He was the fuppos’d Author of two dramatic 
Pieces; viz. The Quakers Opera, and a Tra- 
gedy call’d The Fate of Villainy. ‘This Play he 
brought to Ireland in the Year 1744. and 
prevailed on the Proprietors to act it, under the 
Title of Love and Loyalty. The fecond Night 
‘was given out for his Benefit ; but not being 
able to pay in Half the Charge of the common 
Expences, the Doors were order’d to be kept 
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alx the Kealon. However, I fear this Difap- 
pointment haften’d his Death ; for he furvived 
it but three Days; dying, in the 44th Year of 
) a Rie yap 

his Age, aMartyr to what often ftole from him 


Underitanding, 
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fle who delights in Drinking out of Seafon, 


ckes wondrous Pains to drown bis manly 
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'T HIS Gentleman was born in the Year 

707. He is defcended of a good Fa- 
mily, and had a liberal Education. — It is with 
fome Concern I fay he had once a good For- 
tune, 

His firft Appearance asan Actor, in Lon- 
don, was with Mr. Giffard, at the Theatre in 
Goodman’ s-Fields, from whence he removed 
with that Gentleman. to Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields 
Theatre; and from thence he was invited to 
the Theatre-Royal in Drury-lane: But, receiv- 
ing fome ill Ufage from Mr. Fleetwood, then 
Patentee, he came over to this Kingdom in 
the Year 1741. where he appeared to creat 
Advantage in feveral capital Charaéters. He 
afterwards went out, with a Country Com- 
pany, to feveral Parts of this Kingdom, and is 
now, as Tam inform’d, Head of a Company of 
Players in England. In my Opinion, his De- 

fervings 
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&rvings might make him defirable in any re- 
gular ‘Theatre; he having a proper Perfon, 
pleafing Voice, and being always perfect in 
what he performs, joined to a good Under- 
ftanding to fees what he fpeaks. 

But various Caufes various Minds employ 3 
Some love to fave, while others would defiroy. 


Mr. JAMES W ORSDALE. 


“TFIIS facetious Perfon mutt not be forgot, 

whofe Performance, as an Actor and a 
Poet, has often diverted the Town. He was 
taught the Ufe of the Pencil under that cele- 
brated Painter Sir Godfrey Kneller. I donot 
pretend to refcue him from the Lath of a Lady 
who has thought fit to correct him; but this I 
know, that { have been in his Company, when 
his quick Imagination has ftruck out feveral 
Pieces of Humour that have given great Plea- 
fure, in his Manner of Singing. To give one 
Inftance of it: He andI were together, with- 
out any other Company ; when, on the Back of 
a Play-bill, he ftruck out the following Song, 
for his little Opera call’d 4 Cure for a Scold. 


jy Be toa Wife 

Is link’d for bis Life, 

Is plac’d ina wretched Condition ; 
Tho’ plagu’d with her Tricks, 

Like a Blifter fhe fricks, 
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“nd Death is his only Phyfcian, 


Poor Man, 
And Death, &c., 


So the Cur who poffeft 
AA Bone of the beft, 
Could lick it, or leave tt, at Pleafure ; 
Lut if to bis Tail 
“Tis ty’d, without fail 
fTe’s harafs'd and plagw d, without Meafure, 
Poor Cur, 
Te’s harafs’d, &e. 


Now what convinces me of the quick Coin- 
age of this Song is, that the laft Stanza was 
produced by the Accident of feeing a Dog run, 
at that Inftant, by the Window, with a Bone 
ty’d to his Tail, follow’d by a hooting Mob, 

Lhis may certainly be faid of him, that he 
had an inexhauftible Fund of Good-humour, 
Good-nature, and Generofity ; and might have 
had a heavier Purfe, if he had not been fo light 
of Heart. I fhall end with two Lines of his 
own, with very little Variation. 


May he ever from Duns and from Bailiffs be 
freed, 


“ud foake a loofe Leg on each Side of ihe 
Tweed. 
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Mr. JOHN Watson, 


S a Perfen worthy of Imitation, from his 

Oeconomy and Behaviour in private Life. 
He belonged to the Stage from his Youth, 
firtt as a Prompter, but many Years as an 
Aétor: If he does not excel, he is ever decent. 
His long Continuance in the Bufinefs has made 
him perfeét almoft in every Character, and 
fuch a Perfon muft be extremely ufeful in a 
Theatre, 


He beft can guide a Stranger in the Road, 
Who oft the mazy Labyrinth bas trod. 


Mr. JAMES WILLIAMS, 


M UST not be forgot, fince what he does, 
he does well; and, in my Judgment, 
were he put forward in fome Parts in Low 
Comedy, his Execution would not lofe him 
any Reputation. In one Ingredient to make 
up a Play, I think him the beft I have ever 
known ; that is, a Property-man’*. 


$ Property-man is the Perfon that receives a Bill from 
the Prompter, for what is neceflary in every new or re- 
viv'd Play ; as Purfes, Wine, Suppers, Poifon, Daggers, 
Halters, Axes, and many more Implements of Execution, 
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His bloodle[s Weapons only kill in Feft ; 
ind thofe tkat drink his Poifons, fare the bef. 


Mrs. WoFFfFINGTON. 


HiIS amiable A@refs was born in Dudlix 

of reputable Parents, who gave her a 
genteel Education. Her fprightly Genius led 
her early to the Stage, where fhe made a rapid 
Progrefs: Her firft Eftablifhment was in the 
Character of Sir Harry Wildair in this King- 
dom, which was the firft Part the perform’d 
in Covent-garden Theatre, and had a fucceffive 
Progrefs of upwards of twenty Nights, with 
univerfal Applaufe. The Manager of that 
Theatre having fome Difpute with her re- 
lating to Salary (as I am inform’d), fhe engag’d 
with the Manager of Drury-lane, where fhe 
has reign’d in full Perfetion, unrival’d in the 
Parts fhe undertakes; till her late Re-eftablifh- 
ment at Covent-garden. 

As Merit too often creates Envy, the little 
World the Theatre is not free fromit. This 
agreeable Actrefs, in the Part of Sir Harry, 
coming into the Green-Room, faid, pleafantly, 
Ln my Confcience! I believe Half the Men in the 
Floufe take me for one of their own Sex. An- 
other Actrefsreply’d, It may be fo; but, in my 
Confcience! the other Half can convince them to 
the contrary. As the Theatre is the Teft of 
other Peoples Wit, why may they not find a 
little among themfelves? 


I am 
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T am informed, fhe now thines in feverai ca 
pital Parts in Tragedy ; viz. Cleopatra in All 
for Love, Fane Shore, Monimia, Califta inthe 
Fair Penitent, &c'*. 
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t I fhall mention, as my laft Note, an Accident that 
fell.out at this Play, the firftSeafon it was perform’d, in 
the Year 1699. which I gather’d from that Stage Chro- 
nicle, Mr. Fohn Bowman. 

Lothario, after he is kill’d by A/tamont in the 4th Ac, 
lies dead by Proxy in the 5th, raifed on a Bier covered 
with Black by the Property-man, and the Face whitened 
by the Barber, the Coat and Perriwig generally filled by 
one of the Dreffers. Moft of the capital Aiors in the 
eftablith’d Theatres have generally a Dreffer to them- 
felves, tho’ they are paid by the Manager, to he ready, 
on all Occafions, for Stage-guards, Attendance, We. 

Mr. Poawell played Letharic, and one Warren, his 
Dreffer, claimed a Right of lying for his Mafter, and 
performing the dead Part of Lothario, which he propofed 
to act to the beft Advantage ; tho’ Powe// was ignorant 
of the Matter. The Fifth AQ began, and went on, as 
ufual, with Applaufe ; but, about the Middle of the dif- 
trefsful Scene, Powe// called aloud for his Man Warren, 
who as loudly replied, from the Bier on the Stage, Here, 
Sir! Powell (who, as I faid before, was ignorant of the 
Fart his Man was doing) repeated, without Lofs of 'Time, 
Come here this Moment, you Son of a Whore! or Pil break 
all the Bones in your Skin, Warren knew his hafty Tem- 
pers therefore, without any Reply, jump’d off, with all 
his Sables about him, which, unfortunately, were tied 
faft to the Handles of the Bier, and dragg’d after him. 
But this was not a!l; the Laugh and Roar began in the 

Audience, till it frighten’d poor Warren fo much, that, 
with the Bier at his Tail, he threw down Califfa (Mrs. 


Barry), and overwhelm’d her with the Table, Lamp, 


Book, Bones, together with all the Lumber of the Char- 
sel-houfe. He tuge’d, till he broke off his Trammels, 
and made his Efcape; and the Play, at once, ended with 

inime- 
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I fhall leave this Lady to proceed in her Path 
of Merit where fhe ftill leads, with an Ep#- 
logue wrote purely for her Manner of Speaking: 
And as Prologues and Epilogues are the moft 
dificult Tafks of both Sexes on the Stage, it 
is to be remark’d, but few, befides the capital 
Performers, are trufted with them; and a good 
Prologue and Epilogue have often help’d a 
bad Play out of the Mire, or, at leaft, fent the 
Audience home a little better humour’d. 


BP. T Oe. 


Defign’d for Mrs. WorrrincTon in the 
Character of a Volunteer. 


Enters, reading the Gazette. 


é: URSE on all Cowards! fey I—why— 
blefs my Lyes— 

No—no—it can’t be true—this Gazette lyes— 

Our Men retreat before a fcrub Banditi, 

Who fcarce could fright the Buff-coats of the 
City } 

Well—if’ tis fo, and that our Men won't ftand, 

Tis time we Women take the Thing in Hand— 

immoderate Fits of Laughter: Even the grave Mr. Bet- 

Zerton 


Smild in the Tumult, and enjoy'd the Storm. 


But he would not let the Fair Penitent be play’d any more 
that Seafon, till poor Warren’s Mifcondu&t was fomething 


forgot. 
Thus, 
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| Thus, in my Country's Caufe, I now appear 

A bold, fmart Khevenhuller Volunteer— 

And really, mark jome Heroes in the Natton, 
You'll think this no unnat’ral Transformation: 
for if in Valour real Manbood lies, 

All Cowards are but—Women in Difguife— 
Fhey cry, Thefe Rebels are fo ftout and tall! 
Ab! Lard! Pd lower the proudeft of em all: 

Try but my Courage, place sme in the Van, 

And, poft me, if I don’t bring down my Man— 
Flad we an Army of fuch charging Wenches, 
What Man, @ ye think, would dare t? attack our 


Trenches ? 

O! bow the Cannon of our Eyes would maul 
3 
em 


3 
But our mask’d Batt ries—Lud! how they 
would gall’em! 
No Rebel’ gainft fuch Force durft take the Field— 
for, damme! we wou'd die before we'd yield! 
Joking aparr, we Women have ftrong Reafon 
To frop the Progre/s of this Popith Trea/on: 
for now, when Female Liberty’s at ftake, 
All Women ought to buftle for its Sake. 
Should thefe audacious Sons of Rome prevail, 
Vows, Convents, and that Heathen T: hing, aVeil, 
Muft come in Fafbion; and fuch Inftitutions 
Would fuit but oddly with our Conftitutions. 
What gay Coquet-would like a Nun’s Profeffiion? 
And I've fome private Reafons ’gainft Con- 
| fefjion. 
Befides, our good Men of the Church, they fay 
(Wo now, thank Heav’n, may love, as well as 
pray), 


Muft 
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Mut then be only wed to cloyfter’d Houfes— 
Hold! there were fobb'd of twenty thoufara 
Spoufes = 
Ind, faith, no bad ones, as I’m told—Then judge 


yes 

Ist fit we lofe our—Benefit of Clergy? 

In Freedom's Caufe, ye Patriot Fair, arifes 
Exert the facred Influence of your Eyes: 
On valiant Merit deign alone to fmile, 
And vindicate the Glory of our Tle. 
To no bafe Cowards render up your Charms ; 
Disband the Lover who deferts bis Arms : 
So foall you fire each Hero to bis Duty, 
And Britith Rights be fix’d by Britifh Beauty. 
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